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A  LET- 


A  LETTER,  &c. 


S  I  R, 

TJAVING  read  with  particular 
JL  A.  ■  pleafure  and  fatisfa&ion,  your 
book  intitled  Domeftic  Medicine,  in 
which,  amongft  other  difeafes,  you 
have  treated  of  the  Small  Pox  by 
Inoculation,  and  alfo  in  the  natural 
way ;  I  take  the  liberty  of  commu- 
nicating to  you  by  letter,  my  fenti- 
merits  on  this  important  fubjedt. 

B  The 
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The  world  holds  you  in  great  efti- 
mation  for  the  many  humane  and 
judicious  obfervations  with  which 
your  work  abounds,  and  I  am  happy 
to  give  every  teftimony  of  my  re- 
p-ard  for  that  merit,  which,  whilft  I 
defpair  of  attaining,  I  cannot  but 
acknowledge  and  admire. 

You  juftly  obferve,  that  Inocula- 
tion cannot  become  materially  be- 
neficial till  it  is  rendered  univerfal, 
alledging  that  as  many  die  annually 
of  the  natural  Small  Pox  now,  as  be- 
fore this  practice  was  introduced; 
a  melancholy  circumftance  !  and 
which  demands  the  attention  of 
every  thinking  man  in  this  kingdom. 

As  the  ftate  will  derive  the  greateft 
advantages  from  Inoculation,  it 
ought  from  true  policy  ever  to  pro- 
mote and  encourage  that'  practice. 

For 
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For  this  laudable  purpofe,  pre- 
miums and  honorary  diftindtions 
mould  be  conferred  on  all  thofe 
who  in  an  eminent  degree  contri- 
bute to  its  advancement.  Thofe 
gentlemen  of  the  profeffion  who  in- 
oculate the  greater!  numbers,  par- 
ticularly of  the  poor,  in  a  given 
time,  mould  be  rewarded  for  their : 
humane  efforts  to  extend  the  ufe 
of  this  happy  difcovery,  by  which 
you  alfert  they  may  fave  more  lives 
than  by  all  their  other  endeavours. 

In  the  Roman  ftate,  the  man  who 
preferved  the  life  of  one  of  his  fel- 
low citizens,  was  entitled  to  a  civic 
crown.  Your  inftrucftions  in  the 
Small  Pox  alone,  if  duly  attended 
to,  will  fave  thoufands,  a  circum- 
ftance  which  muit  afford  a  heart- 
felt fatisfadtion  far  beyond  the  pof- 
feflion  of  any  honorary  reward. 

B  2  «  One 
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**  One  felf-approving  hour  whole  years 

<?  out-weighs, 
**  Of  ftupid  ftarers,  and  of  loud  huzzas; 
**  All  fame  is  foreign,  but  of  true  defert, 
t(r  Plays  round  the  head,  but  comes  not  to 

"  the  heart." 

.  Thefe  lines,  Sir,  were  written 
by  Mr.  Pope,  when  he  was  con- 
templating—  not  the  characters  of 
heroes,  who  meditate  the  deflruc- 
tion  of  the  human  fpecies,  but  of 
public  benefactors,  men  whofe  views 
like  your's,  were  directed  to  the 
prefervation  and  happinefs  of  their 
fellow-citizens.  Non  tu  corpus  eras 
Jine  peBore. 

In  an  EfTay  publifhed  not  long; 
lince,  I  obferved,  that  every  abf- 
cefs  which  is  the  crifis  of  a  fever 
arifing  from  an  internal  diforder, 
ought  by  all  means  to  be  encou- 
raged 
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rao-ed*.  This  doctrine  is  agreeable 
to  the  fundamental  principles  of 
our  art,  and  I  am  much  inclined  to 
think  the  variolous  abfcefs  ought  to 
be  treated  in  the  fame  manner  with 
other  impoftumations  -j\  General 
affertions,  it  may  be  faid,  mould  be 
received  with  fome  allowance  and 
exceptions,  and  that  we  mould  hear 
what  may  be  urged  on  both  fides  of 
every  querfion,  before  we  attempt  to 
form  any  determinate  judgement. 

*  Dr.  Sydenham,  in  his  chapter  on  acute 
difeafes,  fays,  "  Reafon  dictates,  if  I  judge 
right,  that  a  difeafe  is  nothing  elfe  but  Na- 
ture's endeavour  to  thruft  forth  with  all  her 
might,  the  morbific  matter,  for  the  health  o£ 
the  patient." 

f  Dr.  Mead  fays,  "  This  obfervation 
holds  good  in  all  kind  of  abfceffes,  that  the 
more  the  puftules  tend  to  fuppuration,  the 
greater  are  the  hopes  of  recovery,  and  there- 
fore when  that  does  not  go  on  according  to. 
our  wifhes,  all  poflible  means  are  to  be  ufed" 
to  throw  the  morbific  humour  on  the  fkin." 

Mead  on  the  Small  Pox. 


B  3  Many 
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Many  practitioners  affert,  that  the 
variolous  fever  is  a  fever  fui  generis, 
and  ought  to  be  treated  in  a  pecu- 
liar manner ;  that  it  mould  be  at- 
tacked with  repellents,  and  every 
attempt  mould  be  made  by  evacu- 
ations, to  diminifh  and  fubdue 
its  influence.  This  doclrine  of 
revulfion,  when  reduced  to  prac- 
tice, is  deemed  very  pernicious, 
and  I  believe  it  will  be  found  much 
fafer  in  general  to  affift,  than  to  re- 
tard the  efforts  of  the  conftitution, 
Ab  extra  intus  redire  malum  eji. 

There  is  a  confiderable  difference 
in  opinion  betwixt  *  Baron  Dim/dale 
and  you,  on  the  fubject  of  prepara- 
tion and  the  fubfequent  treatment 
of  this  diftemper.  As  my  fenti- 
ments  happen  to  correfpond  in  ge- 
neral with  your's,  I  have  fele&ed 
*  On  Inoculation. 

many 
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many  paffages  from  your  book  in 
fupport  of  them.  The  Baron  writes 
in  favour  of  a  different  practice,  and 
his  works  being  much  read  and 
efteemed,  I  have  thought  fit  to 
make  feveral  quotations  from  them 
alfo,  that  a  true  and  candid  judg- 
ment may  be  formed. 

Freedom  of  difcuffion  is  very 
allowable,  when  it  does  not  arife 
from  malicious  or  envious  mo- 
tives, but  from  a  regard  for  truth. 
The  opinions  and  practice,  not  the 
man,  are  the  proper  objects  of  li- 
terary inveftigation. 

I  mall  now  proceed  to  make 
fome  curfory  obfervations  on  the 
procefs  preparatory  to  Inoculation. 

When  the  practice  of  Inoculation 
was  nrft  introduced  into  this  king- 
dom, preparation  was  never  omitted, 
and  it  feemed  only  a  proper  and  ne- 
B  4  ccffary 


celTary  caution  on  entering  upon  a 
new  and  lingular  operation.  Pre- 
paration being  made,  the  mildnefs- 
of  the  difeafe  which  followed,  was 
fuppofed  by  many  to  be  not  lefs 
owing  to  the  medicines  than  to  the 
mode  of  introducing  the  variolous 
poifon  into  the  fyftem.  Some  years 
elapfed  before  any  one  ventured  to 
inoculate  without  this  previous  ce- 
remony,  and  when  it  began  to  be 
omitted  (whether  by  accident  or 
defign,  is  immaterial)  the  practice 
was  found  to  be  quite  as  fuccefsful 
as  before.  People  fet  themfelves  to 
confider  what  was  meant  by  prepa- 
ration, and  they  doubted  if  it  could 
be  neceffary  to  prepare  thofe  who 
were  in  perfect  health  *.    In  the 

*  The  worft  confequences  have  been  known 
to  proceed  from  the  attempts  of  people  to 
make  themfelves  better  than  well ;  we  there- 
fore fhould  not  prefumptuoufly  trifle  with  a 
good  conftitution. 

next 
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next  place  they  reflected,  that  thofe 
who  were  materially  difordered, 
coald  not  be  cured  and  made  fit 
fubjedts  for  Inoculation  in  fo  fhort 
a  time  as  that  ufually  allotted  for 
this  purpofe.  It  was  alfo  remarked, 
that  perfons  who  contracted  the 
Small  Pox  whilft  they  had  other 
difeafes  upon  them,  underwent  the 
diftemper  as  well  as  if  they  had  been 
free  from  every  fort  of  complaint; 
which  circumflance  greatly  dimi- 
nifhed  the  importance  of  the  pre- 
paratory procefs,  and  brought  it  at 
length  into  difrepute.  The  practice, 
at  this  time,  was  principally  in  the 
hands  of  the  furgeons,  who  thought 
little  or  no  preparation  neceffarya 
or  medicine,  during  the  difeafe  -f. 

You, 

t  Dr.  Mead  fays,  it  is  proper  to  mention,' 
that  this  artificial  difeafe  is  ufually  fo  mild, 

that" 
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You,  Sir,  affert,  that  "  They 
know  very  little  of  the  matter  who 
impute  the  fuccefs  of  modern  Ino- 
culators  to  any  fuperior  fkill,  ei- 
ther in  preparing  the  patient,  or 
'communicating  the  difeafe.  Some 
of  them  indeed,  from  a  fordid  defire 
of  engroffing  the  whole  practice  to 
themfelves,  pretend  to  have  extra- 
ordinary fecrets  or  noftrums  *,  for 

that  it  fcarce  requires  any  help  from  medi- 
cines j  an  opinion  which  is  very  generally  cre- 
dited at  this  day. 

*  Dr.  Black  fays,  in  his  Obfervations  Me- 
dical  and  Political,  "  Some  prefcribe  elabo- 
rate and  complicated  preparation  by  diet,  mer- 
curials and  purges,  previous  to  inferring  the 
variolous  infection.  Dr.  Gatti,  who  wrote 
afenfible  treatife  on  this  fubjecT:  remarks,  and 
I  believe  juftly,  that  the  more  fimplicity  is 
ufed  in  transfering  the  difeafe  artificially,  the 
practice  and  public  benefit  are  likely  to  be 
more  univerfal.  Several  of  our  European 
Inoculators  often,  with  officious  induftry,  ex- 
ercife  a  fuperfluous  preparatory  parade  of  pro- 
feffional  and  fcicntific  craft :  young  children 
efpecially,  may  difpenfe  with  many  of  thefe 
rulundant  ceremonies." 

preparing 
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preparing  perfons  for  Inoculation, 
which  never  fail  of  fuccefs.  But 
this  is  only  a  pretence  to  blind  the 
ignorant  and  inattentive.  Commcn 
fenfe  and  prudence  alone  are  fuffi- 
cient  both  in  the  choice  of  the  fub- 
jedt  and  management  of  the  ope- 
ration.    Whoever  is  polTefTed  of 
thefe,  may  perform  this  office  for 
his  children  whenever  he  pleafes, 
provided  they  be  in  a  good  ftate  of 
health." 

The  Baron,  on  the  other  hand, 
"  recommends  to  his  patients  who 
are  in  high  health,  to  abftain  from 
all  animal  food,  including  broths, 
alfo  butter  and  cheefe,  and  from  all 
fermented  liquors,  excepting  fmall 
beer,  which  is  allowed  fparingly, 
and  from  all  fpices,  and  whatever 
poffefTes  a  manifeft  heating  quality. 
The  diet  is  to  confift  of  pudding, 
gruel,  fago,  milk,  rice  milk,  fruit 

pies, 


pies,  greens,  roots,  and  vegetables 
of  all  the  kinds  in  feafon,  prepared 
or  raw.  Eggs,  though  not  to  be 
eaten  alone,  are  allowed  in  puddings, 
and  butter  in  pie  cruft,  and  patients 
-  are  adviled  to  be  careful  not  to 
over-load  their  ftomachs,  even  with 
this  kind  of  food." 

After  proceeding  in  this  manner 
about  9  or  10  days  before  the  opera- 
tion, they  are  directed  to  take  "  three 
dofes  of  the  following  powder,  ei- 
ther made  into  pills,  or  mixed  with 
a  little  fyrup  or  jelly,  at  bed-time ; 
and  a  dofe  of  Glauber  s  falts  dilfolved 
in  thin  water  gruel,  each  fucceed- 
ing  morning.    The  powder  is  com- 
pofed  of  eight  grains  of  calomel, 
the  fame  quantity  of  the  compound 
powder  of  crabs  claws,   and  one- 
eighth  part  of  a  grain  of  emetic 
tartar." 

Baron 
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The  Baron  notwithjlanding  alTerts, 
p.  82,  "  That  alteration  which  ap- 
pears moft  likely  to  be  made,  is  in. 
fhortening  the  time  of  preparation  ; 
for  as  I  have  often  been  obliged  to 
inoculate  without  any,  and  have  aU 
ways  had  the  fame  fuccefs,  it  has  in- 
clined me  to  think,  that  much,  if 
not  the  whole  of  this  procefs  may 
be  difpenfed  with,  except  in  very 
full  habits,  or  where  other  parti- 
cular circumftances  may  require  it. 
But  in  all  thefe  cafes  from  the  in- 
fertion  of  the  matter  to  the  time  of 
the  eruptive  complaints,  the  pa- 
tients have  been  kept  to  a  clofe  ob- 
fervance  of  diet,  and  the  ufe  of  the 
preparatory  medicines,  proportioned 
as  well  as  I  could  to  their  condi- 
tions, for  I  durft  not  by  way  of  ex- 
periment difpenfe  with  the  ufe  of 
C  meafures 
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trieafures  that  had  been  hitherto  fo 

,.,r  .*..;  ,  ■.■  j'o  .  f  ■  *i  J I /'  j  r  i  j  1    J*  c»* 

fuccefsful'." 

You  fay,  "  There  is  reafon  to 
fear  Inoculation  will  be  far  from 
being  general  as  long  as  the  practice 
.continues  in  the  hands  of  the  fa- 
culty. Your  obfervation  may  be 
iuft,  yet  I  cannot  help  thinking  the 
faculty  ought  to  have  a  preference 
in  this  bufinefs.  Suppofe,  Sir,  apo- 
thecaries were  paid  properly  for 
their  vifits,  (like  the  reft  of  the 
prof  ei  hon)  inftead  of  their  medi- 
cines,' that  there  might  be  no  in- 
ducement to  give  more  than  was 
really  neceffary  for  their  patients, 
would  not  this , .obviate  every  ob- 
jection ? 

The  CircaJJian  mothers,  Dr.  Mead 
'obferves,    were  ufed   to  inoculate 
their  own  children.    In  the  Eau> 

Indies 
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Indies  the  whole  bufinefs  is  con- 
dueled  by  the  Bramins,  and  with 
the  greateft  fuccefs  *. 

Perfon  s  are  daily  inoculated  in  every 
part  of  this  kingdom,  without  any 
preparation.    A  very  eminent  prac- 
titioner has  frequently  affured  me, 
that  he  never  knew  Inoculation  do 
otherwife  than  well,  except  where 
the  patients  had  been  previoufly 
lowered,  or  during  the  diflemper, 
the  ill   confequencea   of  which  I 
jiave  frequently  feen  and  lamented. 
.Four  children  were  inoculated  for- 
merly at  my  houfe,  and  were  under 
the  infpection  of  an  eminent  phy- 
fi cian ;    they  were  treated  in  this 

j 

*  They  order  their  patients  to  abftain  for 
one  month  before  Inoculation,    from  fifh, 
milk,  and  a  kind  of  butter  made  of  buffalo's 
milk  :  this  is  the  invariable  and  only  pre- 
' paratory  regimen. 

C  2  manner, 


manner,  and  all  had  a  narrow  cf- 
cape  "f*. 

I  furred  much  uneafinefs  on 
account  of  the  method  in  which 
they  were  treated,  and  I  find  I  am 
not  lingular  in  my  objections  to 
this  practice,  for  you  fay,  "  you  have 
known  children  to  appeafe  the  anx* 
iety  of  their  parents,  bled,  bliflered 
and  purged,  during  the  fever  which 
preceded  the  eruption  of  the  Small 
Pox,  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  nature 
was  not  only  difturbed  in  her  ope- 
ration, but  rendered  unable^  to  fup- 
port  the  puftules  after  they  were 

f  The  fpots  under  the  (kin,  at  firft  were  few 
in  number,  the  contagion  fpreading  from  cell 
to  cell,  till  they  became  infinite,  yet  made 
no  approach  to  the  furface.  1  think  that 
if  the  fever  had  been  higher,  a  few  puftules 
would  have  been  thrown  out  at  once  upon 
the  fkin,  and  the  patients  greatly  re- 
lievedg 

out; 
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out  j  fo  that  the  patient,  exhaufted 
by  mere  evacuations,  funk  under 
the  difeafe." 

Baron  Dimfdale  fays,,  page  33, 
<<  "I  he  feverifh  fymptoms  are  for  the 
moil  part  fo  mild  as  feldom  to  re- 
quire any  medicinal  affiftance,  ex^ 
cept  a  repetition  of  the  lame  medi- 
cine that  was -directed  on  the  fecond 
night  Rafter  the  operation  j  and  on 
the  following  morning  this  laxa- 
tive draught..    InfuEon  of  fena  two 
ounces,  manna  half  an  ounce,  tinc- 
ture of  jalap  two  drams.    Thefe  are 
given  as  foon  as  the  eruptive  fymp-- 
toms  are  perceivable,  if  they  feem 
to  indicate  any  uncommon  degree 
of  vehemence." 

I  have  known  fuch  a  draught  give 
more  than. a  dozen  flools,  and  weaken 

X'  Calomel  and -compound  powder  of  crabs 
.claws,  of  each  three  grains,  emetic  tartar 
re  of  a  grain. 

C  3  the 


(    18  ) 
the  patient  exceedingly,   and  be- 
ing continued,  reduce  him  to  an 
hectic  irate. 

Many  families,  I  am  informed, 
to  avoid  the  expence  of  employing 
the  profemon,  have  followed  your 
advice,  and  inoculated  their  chil- 
dren with  the  greater!  fuccefs.  There 
certainly  is  not  a  duty  more  incum- 
bent on  them  than  this  which  fo 
immediately  concerns  the  preferva- 
tion  of  their  offspring.  They  do 
not  fcruple  to  give  medicines  on 
feveral  other  occafions  that  are 
more  ferious  ;  they  adminifter  re- 
medies for  the  diforders  of  the 
ftomach  and  bowels,  and  other  com- 
plaints to  which  children  are  con- 
tinually fubject;  why  then  mould 
they  not  inoculate  them  alfo  ?  I 
doubt  not  they  will  adopt  the  prac- 
tice 
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tice  when  they  are  convinced  of 
what  every  profeffional  man  is  well 
perfuaded  of,  that  there  is  no  ha- 
zard in  it.  The  numbers  who  die 
under  Inoculation,  hardly  deferve  to 
be  named.  Inthe  natural  way,  the 
calculation  is  that  one  in  four  or 
five  generally  dies,  but  by  Inocu- 
lation not  one  of  a  thoufand. 

The  Baron  remarks  that  fcarce 
two  in  three  of  all  that  are  born,  live 
to  be  two  years  old.  I  know  not  if 
this  calculation  is  accurate;  how- 
ever, if  juft,  it  is  a  melancholy 
circumftance ;  and  how  many  chil- 
dren may  we  fuppofe  to  die  of  the 
Small  Pox  in  the  natural  way,  before 
they  arrive  at  this  age  ?  No  doubt 
many,  whofe  deaths  might  have 
been  prevented  by  Inoculation.  As 
long  as  this  operation  is  deferred, 
C  4  the 


(     2°  ). 

the  anxiety  of  parents  is  beyond 
what  any  but  parents  can  conceive ; 
and  children  who  live  in  large  cities, 
where  there  is  great  danger  from 
contagion,  are  on  that  account  often 
deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the  air, 
fo  necellary  to  health.  ' 

The  Baron  obferves  "  that  con- 
vulfive  paroxyfms  often  accompany 
the  variolous  eruptive  fever  in  chil- 
dren ;  and  though  generally  looked 
upon  in  no  unfavourable  light,  as 
often  preceeding  a  diftinct  kind  of 
Small  Pox,  yet  they  are  at  all  times 
attended  with  fome  degree  of  .dan- 
ger ;  nay  fome,  it  is  well  known, 
have  expired  under  them ;  while 
others  who  have  ftruggled  through 
with  great  difficulty,  have  been  fo 
debilitated,  and  their  faculties  fo 
impaired,  that  the  effects  have  been 

perceptible 


perceptible  during  the  remaining 
part  of  their  lives. " 

I  have  feen  one  inftance  where 
the  ill  effe&s  of  convulfions  which 
happened  at  the  time  of  Inoculation 
continued  thro'  life,  but  happily,  not 
one  where  a  child  died  in  them. 
This  event  will  fometimes  happen 
during  Inoculation  (as  it  does  fre- 
quently without  it)  from  worms  or 
acidities  in  the  ftomach  and  firft 
paffages.    I  do  not  think  the  ap- 
prehenfions  of  convulfions,  which 
are  in  thefe  cafes  fometimes  fo  flight 
as  hardly  to  be  perceived,  ought  to 
operate  againft  the  practice  at  thi« 
age ;  efpecially  as  they  attack  chil- 
dren of  all  ages,  and  are  more  ftrong 
and  dangerous  afterwards  than  at 
the  breaft  *. 

But, 

*  Dr.  Mead  in  his  chapter  on  the  accidents 
attending  the  Small  Pox,  faysv  "  Sometimes 

the 
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But,  fays  the  Baron,  "  even  ad- 
mitting the  eruption  to  be  favour- 
able and  not  attended  with  any  fuch 
alarming  (fymptoms  as  convulfions) 
yet,fliould  a  larger  number  of  puftules 
than  ufual  appear,  or  any  untoward 
fymptom  happen,  and  require  me- 
dical help,  the  unhappy  fufferer  is 
much  too  young  to  be  prevailed  on 
to  take  unpalatable  medicines,  or 
fubmit  to  other  necefTary  meafures 
by  perfuaiions,  menaces  or  bribes." 
Surely,  Sir,  there  is  no  medicine  fo 
good  as  milk  for  children  at  this 
tender  age. 

I  mall  now  confider  the  opinion 
of  Baron  Dimfdale  as  to  the  proper 
age  for  Inoculation. 

the  patient  is  feized  with  convulfions  juft  be- 
fore the  eruption.  But  this  fymptom  is 
more  terrifying  than  dangerous,  and,  in  chil- 
dren particularly,  thofe  convulfions  which , 
frequently  come  on  before  the  diftemper  ap- 
pears, are  generally  rather  a  good  than' a  bad 
iign. 
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"  In  regard  to  the  age,  fays  the 
Baron,  where  it  is  left  to  my  choice 
I  decline  inoculating  children  under 
two  years  old.  I  know  the  common 
practice  is  again!!  me  in  this  parti- 
cular, but  my  reafons  for  rejecting 
fuch,  are  founded  on  obfervation 
and  experience.  I  have  indeed  lately 
inoculated  many  under  this  age,  at 
the  prefling  intreaties  of  their  pa- 
rents, and  they  have  all  done  well. 
But  it  muft  be  confidered,  that  young 
children  are  expofed  to  ail  the  ha- 
zards of  dentition,  fevers,  fluxes, 
convulfions,  and  other  accidents, 
fufficientiy  difficult  in  themfelves  to 
manage  in  fuch  tender  fubjects,  in- 
fomuch  that  fcarce  two  in  three  of 
all  that  are  born,  live  to  be  two  years 
,  old;  as  is  demonftrable  from  the 
bills  of  mortality." 

The 
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The  Baron  here  confeffes  the  com* 
mon  practice  is  againfl  him,  as  to 
inoculating  children  under  two  years 
of  age,  yet  he  fays  that  he  has  ino- 
culated feveral  under  that  age,  and 
they  have  all  done  well."  Surely, 
this  is  great  encouragement  to  adopt 
that  method,  efpecially  as  it  meets 
with  general  approbation,  and  the 
Dr.  confefles,  that  his  fentiments  on 
this  fubjecl:,  militate  againfl:  the 
common  practice  *. 

I  have  feen  great  numbers  of 
children  inoculated  at  the  breail, 

*  Dr.  Mackenzit  fays,  "  The  moft  favour- 
able period  for  Inoculation,  feems  to  be  that 
which  precedes  the  breeding  of  teeth  in  chil- 
dren, while  the  feveral  complaints  attending 
that  event  are  yet  unfelt,  and  the  humours 
are  fo  mild,  that  an  inflammatory  diftemper 
can,  at  that  time,  fcarcc  rife  to  any  great 
degree  of  violence." 

Mackenzie's  Hijlerj  offhaltk, 
without 
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without  any  trouble,  and  with  the 
happieft  fuccefs ;  and  I  am,  and  al- 
ways have  been,  an  advocate  for  that 
practice  which  is  attended  with 
fuch  finking  advantages.  I  have 
known  feveral  medical  gentlemen 
who  once  thought  otherwife,  but 
whom  time,  experience  and  reflec- 
tion have  brought  to  favour  the 
moft  early  Inoculation.  You  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  moft  proper  age 
is  betwixt  three  and  five  years. 
"  Many,"  you  fay,  "approve  of 
inoculating  at  the  breaft,  and  where 
no  circumftance  forbids  this  practice, 
that  you  have  no  objection  to  it." 

Neither  the  Baron  nor  you,  Sir, 
appear  to  be  difinclined  to  inoculat- 
ing at  the  breaft,  and  I  am  apt  to 
believe  that  you  will  both  hereafter 
fee  reafon  to  approve  of  a  practice, 
the  advantages  of  which  are  felf- 

^  evident. 
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evident,  and  the  difadvantages  only 
ideal  and  prefumptive. — How  cau- 
tious ought  we  to  be,  with  refped 
to  adminiftering  purgatives  to  in- 
fants in  particular,  fince  they  fome- 
times  excite  convulfions,  and  caufe 
a  retroceffion. 

Common   abfcelfes   are  ufually 
featedin  the  cellular  fubftance  betwixt 
the  mufcles  and  thefkin;  the  va- 
riolous abfeefs  is  in  the  cellular  fub- 
ftance  under  the  cuticle,  and  upon 
the  fkin  or  cutis  vera,  as  it  is  called. 
This  appears  to  be  the  cafe  from 
the  fears  left  by  the  Small  Pox,  and 
which  proceed  from  the  confined 
virus  eroding  the  fubjacent  fkm. 
The  deeper  the  feat  of  an  abfeefs, : 
the  longer  it  is  in  coming  to  fup- 
puration,  unlefs  the  matter  happens 
to  be  depofited  under  a  tendon,  li- 
gament, or  a  tendinous  expanfion. 
6  G  In 
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In  this  cafe,  though  it  is  at  no 
great  diftance  from  the  furface,  yet 
being  powerfully  retrained  and  con- 
fined, the  matter  is  often  a  confider- 
able  time  before  it  reaches  the  fkin 
to  make  its  exit  there. 

An  abfcefs  under  the  cuticle,  ce- 
teris paribus,  will  be  fooner  pro- 
truded than  one  in  the  adipofe  mem- 
brane. The  variolous  and  other 
abfcefTes  are  ufually  preceded  by 
fhiverings,  which  feem  to  be  the 
efforts  of  difeafe  to  produce  a  crifis. 

There  is  a  very  great  fimilarity  in 
many  refpe&s  betwixt  the  puftules 
in  the  Small  Pox  and  other  abfcefTes. 
They  are  accompanied  with,  rigors, 
they  tend  alike  to  fuppu ration  or 
gangrene.  They  are  alfo  treated  in 
the  fame  manner.  The  puftules  in 
the  limbs  are  fomented  by  bathing; 
in  warm  water.  When  they  are 
D  2  perfectly 
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perfectly  ripe,  it  is  recommended 
by  the  moft  celebrated  writers  to 
draw  them  to  a  point  by  cerate, 
and  afterwards  to  difcharge  the  con- 
tents by  puncture  or  incifion.  Dr. 
Brooke,  *  Tiflbt,  and  Ho/we/  in  his 
account  of  Inoculation  by  the  Bra- 
mins,  urge  the  propriety  of  this 
practice  on  your  principle,  viz.  to 
prevent  reforption  of  the  matter, 
and  the  fecondary  fever. 

Dr.  Tiffot  obferves  "  That  in  the 
Small  Pox,"  whenever  there  is  a  very 
confiderable  eruption,  the  fever  is 
heightened  at  the  time  of  fuppura- 
tion,  which  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at,  for  one  fingle  boil  excites  a  fe- 
ver:  how  is  it  pomble  then  that 
fome  hundreds,   nay  fome  thou- 

*  PraBice  of  Pbyjic—Tiftot's  Advice  to  the 
People. 

fands 
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fands  of  thefe  little  abfceffes  mould 
not  excite  one  ?" 

I  apprehend,  the  fever  is  the 
difeafe,  and  the  fuppuration  and 
expuliion  the  crifis  which  nature 
points  out.  The  medical  treatment 
will  certainly  be  very  different,  ac- 
cording as  one  or  the  other  of 
thefe  ideas  is  adopted.  The  vari- 
lous  fever  is  thought  to  conrKtute 
the  effence  of  the  Small  Pox,  that 
alone,  without  any  eruption,  being 
deemed  in  general,  a  fumcient  fe- 
curity  againft  the  diforder. 

Many  attempts  are  made  to  miti- 
gate this  fever,  and  I  believe  thefe 
are  frequently  productive  of  mif- 
chief.  "  The  Eailern  practitioners, 
fays  Mr.  Holwel,  with  great  mo- 
defty  arraign  the  European  practice 
of  phlebotomy,  and  cathartics  in 
any  fhage  of  the  Small  PoXj.  but 
D  3  more 
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more  particularly  when  defigned 
prevent  or  mitigate  the  fecond  fever ; 
alledging,  that  the  Jirfi  weakens  the 
natural  powers,  and  that  the  latter 
counteracts  the  regular  courfe  of 
nature,  which  in  this  difeafe,  inva- 
riably tends  to  throw  out  the  of- 
fending caufe  upon  the  Jkin  y  that  me 
often  proves  unequal  to  the  entire 
expulfion  of  the  enemy,  in  which 
cafe  her  wife  purpofes  are  to  be  af- 
filed by  art,  and  in  that  track, 
which  me  herfelf  points  out,  and 
not  by  a  diverfion  of  the  ufual  crifis 
into  another  channel ;  that  this  af- 
fiftance  can  only  be  attempted  with 
propriety,,  by  emptying  the  puf- 
tules,  as  thereby  frefh  room  is  given 
in  them  for  the  reception  of  the  cir- 
culating matter  ftill  remaining  in 
the  blood,  and  which  could  not  be 
contained  in  the  firft  eruption,  by 

which 
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which  means  every  end  and  pur- 
pofe  of  averting  or  fubduing  the  fe- 
cond fever  is  obtained,  with  a  mo- 
ral certainty ;  whilft  phlebotomy 
and  cathartics  adminiftered  with 
this  view,  are  both  irrational  and 
precarious,  as  being  oppofite  to  the 
conftant  operation  of  nature  in  her 
managementof  this  dreadful  difeafe." 

According  to  fome  writers  on  the 
Small  Pox,  there  is  the  eruptive  fe- 
ver, and  the  fever  of  fuppuration ; 
in  the  formation  of  abfceffes  in  ge- 
neral, we  reckon  but  one  fever,  that 
which  tends  to  fuppuration,  and  this 
is  regularly  encouraged  to  a  certain 
degree.    Should  a  delirium  be  threa- 
tened, bleeding  is  then  prefcribed, 
and  is  thought  by  the  ben:  writers 
in  phyfic  and  furgery,  to  aflift  ma- 
turation. Purgative  evacuations  tend 
to  create  a  retroceffion  of  the  mat- 

D  4  ter, 
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ter,  and  are  therefore  forbidden  in 
all  critical  abfceffes.  Clyfters  are 
recommended  as  fafe  and  necef- 
fary,  when  there  is  great  coftive- 
nefs  and  tenfion. 

The  great  fuccefs  attending  Ino- 
culation is  not  in  my  opinion  to 
be  attributed  fo  much  to  the  quan- 
tity of  poifon  admitted  into  the 
courfe  of  the  circulation,  fince  a 
fpark  will  excite  a  flame,  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  it  falls  upon  the 
habit,  that  is  lightly  and  equally :  the 
lungs  or  other  vital  parts  not  being 
in  any  considerable  degree  affected. 

In  the  natural  Small  Pox,  the 
contagious  particles  are  imbibed  by 
the  mouth,  noftrils,  and  throat,  and 
conveyed  to  the  cheft,  head,  or 
both,  and  thefe  parts  become  loaded 
with  an  infinite  number  of  puftules, 
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I  have  the  moft  perfect  recollec- 
tion of  the  inftant  in  which  I  con- 
traced  the  Small  Pox.  When  eight 
years  old  I  caught  the  difeafe 
from  an  infected  pillow  cafe,  which 
emitted  a  very  ftrong  and  penetrating 
odour;  a  near  relation  of  mine  about 
the  fame  age,  perceived  it  alfo,  and 
we  fpoke  of  it  to  each  other.  We 
both  fickened  on  the  eighth  day,  and 
had  the  diftindt  fort,  with  a  good 
crop  of  puftules.  I  had  been  con- 
ftantly  in  the  tick  chamber  for  thir- 
teen or  fourteen  days  without  ever 
perceiving  that  particular  fmell. 

Nature  mull  certainly  have  much 
more  difficulty  in  contending  with 
the  diftemper  internally,  than  when 
the  limbs  and  the  external  integu- 
ments of  the  body  are  the  chief 
feat  of  the  contagion.  The  lungs 
being  attacked  with  inflammation, 

difficulty 
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difficulty  of  breathing  muft  conse- 
quently enfue,  Thefe  organs,  whofe 
ule  is  declared  to  be  to  fan,  and 
whofe  air  vefiels  to  cool  the  blood, 
become  now  the  fubjecr.  of  fever, 
are  incapable  of  affording  themfelves 
the  fame  affiftance  they  give  to  other 
parts  of  the  body  when  under  fe- 
verifh  influence ;  yet  by  draughts  of 
frefh.  air,   they  even  in  this  ftate, 
mull  receive  a  confiderable  degree  of 
relief.  Many  writers  are  of  opinion, 
that  dephlogifticated  air  in  the  lungs, 
cools  the  blood  coming  hot  from 
the  right  ventricle  of  the  heart,  and 
thus  operates  powerfully,  and  with 
great  fuccefs  as  a  refrigeratory. 

I  was  prefent  when  a  young  lady, 
one  of  the  children  before-men- 
tioned under  Inoculation,  was  feized 
with  a  fainting  fit,  in  the  Lift  ftage 
of  the  diftemper,  and  was  almoft 

expiring 
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expiring  from  the  extreme  heat  of 
the  room,  in  which  three  others 
were  ill  of  the  fame  complaint. 
Upon  throwing  the  windows  open, 
me  began  to  breathe,  was  removed 
into  a  frefli  apartment,  and  reco- 
vered. 

We  are  immediately  fenfible  of 
the  cooling  influence  of  the  air  on 
the  internal,  as  well  as  the  external 
parts  of  our  body,  when  we  are 
much  expofed  to  it  by  Handing  near  a 
river;  and  we  find  a  feverifh  heat 
is  foon  removed  by  this  circum- 
fiance  alone, 

Air,  when  applied  to  the  exter- 
nal furface  of  the  body,  is  far  from 
being  prejudicial  to  the  puftules. 
All  the  modern  Inoculators,  Sir,  as 
well  as  yourfelf,  recommend  to  their 
patients,  the  keeping  their  apart- 
ments refrefhingly  cool  and  tempe- 
rate. 
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rate.  Dr.  Mead  advifes  "  not  to 
chill  and  freeze  the  patient  in  win- 
ter, but  to  fupply  him  with  pure 
and  cool  air,  which  he  may  take  in 
plentifully,  becaufe  a  hot  air  caufes 
difficulty  in  breathing  and  an  in- 
flammation of  the  lungs."  , 

The  Doctor  fays,  "  I  have  feen  fub- 
jects  in  which  the  lungs,  brain,  li- 
ver and  inteftines  were  thick  befet 
with  puftules  nor  have  I  the  lean; 
doubt  but  that  thofe  fudden  deaths, 
which  fometimes  happen  towards 
the  end  of  the  difeafe,  are  occafioned 
by  the  efflux  of  the  purulent  matter 
from  the  burfted  puftules  on  one  or 
other  of  the  nobler  parts"  *. 

It 

*  Mr.  Hohvel  fays,  '<  In  an  epidemic  Tea- 
fon  of  the  confluent  Small  Pox  ;  Turkies, 
Chittygong  fowls,  Mad rafs  capons,  and  other 
poultry,  are  carried  off  by  the  difeafe  in  great 
numbers}  and  have  the  fymptoms  ufually 

accom- 
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It  will  be  faid,  perhaps,  that 
cold  air  repels,  and  therefore  that 
the  patient  ought,  according  to  my 
opinion,  to  be  excluded  from  it.  Is 
•it  not  admitted,  Sir,  that  Sbiverings 
are  the  ufual  attendants  on  the  for- 
mation of  matter,  and  that  they  af- 
fih:  its  expulfion  ? 

Mr.  Holwel  fays,  "  that  in  India 
-he  has  been  an  eye-witnefs  to  the 
marvellous  effecls  of  throwing  a  few 
gallons  of  cold  water  over  the  head  ; 
the  puilules,  which  had  fubfided' 
filled  again,  as  by  enchantment. 

accompanying  every  llage  of  the  diftempcr.  I 
had  a  favourite;  parrot  that  died  of  it  in  the 
year  1 744;  m  him  I  had  a  fair  opportunity 
of  oblcrving  the  regular  progrefs  of  the  dis- 
orders he  hckencd  and  had  an  ardent  fever 
full  two  days  before  the  eruption;  on  opeii- 
■  ingh.m  vre  found  his  throat,  flomach,  and 
vhole  channel  of  the  firit  paflkges  lined  as 

,  thick  w.th  puilules  as  the  fur  face  of  his  body, 
"here  (or  the     ft  ^  h    ,  Y> 

but  in  other  places  they  ran  together.  *  ' 

E  Blood- 
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Blood-letting,  fo  far  from  pre- 
venting fuppuration,  we  are  affured 
from  the  beft  authority,  (that  of  Dr. 
Mead,  Mr.  Sharp  and  others)  actu- 
ally promotes  it,  But  this  cannot  be 
faid  of  purgative  evacuations;  which 
caufe  a  retrocemon  and  abforption 
of  the  matter. 

On  this  bad  and  injudicious  prin- 
ciple of  retarding  maturation,  Sir,  it 
is,  that  fome  gentlemen  of  our  pro- 
feflion,  recommend  the  making  an 
early  opening  by  cauftic,  in  inguinal* 
and  other  abfceffes,  before  they  are 
ripe.  They  all-edge,  that  by  fo  doing, 
we  may  prevent  the  formation  of 
finufes,  and  erofion  of  the  neigh- 
bouring parts.  Though  there  is 
ibme  fhew  of  reafon  in  this  argu- 

*  This,  like  the  variolous  abfcefs,  is  an 
envenomed  abfcefs,  accompanied  alfo  with  a 
fever,  fu'i  generis. 

meat, 
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ment,  I  difapprove  of  the  practice, 
having  feen  many  inftances  of  indu- 
ration being  left  behind,  and  of  a 
relapfe  and  fecond  fuppuration  tak- 
ing place  in  confequence  of  the  mat- 
ter's not  being  all  critically  dis- 
charged at  the  firft  opening.  This 
event  is  fimilar  to  that  of  fecondary 
fever  in  the  Small  Pox,  which  arifes 
from  the  abforption  of  the  virus, 
and  produces  abfceffes  in  the  axilla, 
or  other  parts  of  the  body.  Such 
are  the  confequences  of  any  inter- 
ruption being  given  to  Nature,  in 
the  courfe  of  her  falutary  operations. 
A  patient  who  had  been  treated  in 
this  manner,  and  where  there  was 
a  hardnefs  left  about  the  wound, 
was  feiged  three  weeks  after  with  a 
relapfe,  and  a  fecond  fuppuration 
took  place.  Difpleafed  with  the 
event,  he  went  daily  whilft  under  the 
E  2  care 
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tare  of  his  Surgeon,  to  another  gen- 
tleman of  the  profeffion,  who  fee- 
ing the  bad  confequences  of  this 
practice,  took  extraordinary  pains 
to  convince  the  patient  that  it  would 
be  greatly  to  his  advantage  to  wait 
till  Nature  had  depoiited  every  drop 
of  matter  fhe  intended  to  make. 
No  time,  f.ud  he,  will  be  loft,  for 
when  an  abfcefs  ripens  kindly,  the 
wound  heals  better  afterwards,  than 
when  it  is  crude  and  indigefted. 
This  fort  of  reafon ing  coming  from' 
a  gentleman  of  the  firft  eminence^ 
gave  the  patient  entire  fatisfaction  J 
he  followed  the  advice,  and  was 
perfectly  cured. 

Since  much  is  left  to  Nature, 
whofe  action  is  commonly  called  the 
vis  vtt<e,  we  ought  to  endeavour  to 
give  fome  account  of  her  agency. 

Hip- 
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Hippocrates  has  faid  that  Nature 
was  the.curerof  Difeafes.  Dr.  Mead 
defcribes  this  firfb  mover  within  us, 
which  perceives,  thinks  and  reafons, 
as  a  fpirit  of  fome  kind  or  other, 
entirely  different  and  feparable  from 
terreftrial  matter,  yet  mofl  intimate- 
ly united  with  our  bodies.  If  this  is 
the  cafe,  mould  we  attempt  to  do 
every  thing  ourfelves  and  leave  no- 
thing to  Nature,  this  intelligent 
fpirit  ?  Or  mould  we  fludy  to  obey 
her  dictates  ?  The  ben:  phyficians 
in  all  ages  have  recommended  a 
clofe  attention  to  fymptoms,  which 
are  the  efforts  of  nature  in  every 
diftemper.  We  muft  not  therefore 
inconfiderately  condemn  thofe,  who- 
ever they  be,  who  leave  much  to 
this  powerful  agent,  but  rather  fuch 
as  obftrucl:  her  falutary  endeavours. 

E  3  Dr. 
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Dr.  Tiffbt  compares  the  human 
mechanifm  and  it's  operations  to 
that  of  a  watch,  which  he  obferves, 
can  be  repaired  only  by  the  hands 
of  a  regular  artift  ;  but  the  compa- 
rifon  does  not  hold,  there  being  no 
vivifying  principle  in  this  machine, 
to  direct  and  forward  it's  motions*.  In 
the  human  body  it  is  the  province  of 

*  «  We  do  not  confide  the  mending,  or 
cleaning,  of  a  watch  to  any  who  have  not 
fpent  feveral  years  in  confidering  how  a  watch 
is  made,  what  are  the  requifites  and  caufes 
of  its  going  right  ;  and  the  defects  or  impe- 
diments that  make  it  go  wrong  :  and  yet  the 
prefervinii  and  rectifying  the  movements  of 
the  moft  complex,  the  moft  delicate  and  ex- 
quifitel  and  the  moft  eftimable  machine  upon 
earth,  is  entrufted  to  people  who  have  not  the 
Je.aft  notion  of  its  ftxu£ture,  cf  the  caufes  of 
its  motions,  nor  of  the  inftruments  proper  to 
xeftify  their  deviations." 

An  animal  machine  when  out  of  order,  we 
J?  now,  will  often  recover  of  itfelf,  but  a  watch 
Will  not,  for  want  of  the  vis  Vvto^  the 
powers  of  nature. 

the 
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the  phyfician  to  attend  minutely  to 
the  various  operations  of  Nature, 
which  being  clearly  difcerned,  may 
be  aiMed  by  his  endeavours,  which 
mould  ever  be  fubfervient  to  her,  the 
vis  medic  at  rix  nature? ,  and  are  then 
moft  likely  to  fucceed.    In  a  matter 
of  fo  great  moment  as  health,  which 
being  difordered,  often  requires  the 
greatell  abilities  to  reftore,  people's 
intereft  and   an  attention  to  their 
own  fafety  will  prompt  them,  if 
they  have    any  undemanding,  to 
apply  to  thofe  who,  as  Dr.  Tifot 
fays,  by  education  and  medical  op- 
portunities, it  may  be  prefumed,  are 
beft  qualified  to  give  them  relief. 

Empirics  are  undoubtedly  the 
moft  deftructive  enemies  to  man- 
kind :  however  it  muft  be  confeffed, 
that  in  the  practice  of  Inoculation 
there  are  many  practitioners  well 
^  4  known 
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known  in  this  and  other  countries, 
who  make  no  pretenfion  to  medical 
fkill,  whofe  fuccefs  is  to  be  envied, 
and  can  only  be  attributed  to  that 
happy  ignorance  which  difables  them 
from  caufing  an  interruption  to  the 
efforts  of  nature  by  fuch  means  as 
are  faid  to  be  fecundum  art  em. 

You  obferve,  Sir,  that  every  me- 
thod is  to  be  taken  during  the  pri- 
mary fever,  by  a  cool  regimen,  &c. 
to  prevent  too  great  an  eruption  j 
yet  after  the  puftules  have  made 
their  appearance,   our  bufinefs  is 
to  promote   the    fuppuration  by 
diluting  drinks,  light  food,  and  if 
nature  feems  to  flag,  by  generous 
cordials."     You  have  here  drawn 
the  medical  line  diftindly,  and  with 
judgment,  if  too  great  an  eruption 
can  be  prevented  with  fafety.  I 
mull:  not  put  my  little  knowledge 

and 
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and  experience  in  the  fcale  againfl 
yours.  You  agree  with  me  how- 
ever, in  admitting  that  you  have 
ieen  the  pernicious  effects  of  purg- 
ing in  the  early  ftages  of  this  dif- 
temper ;  and  that  you  have  known 
children  fo  much  exhaufted  by  diffe- 
rent evacuations,  as  to  fink  under 
the  difeafe. 

Whilrr.  your  book,  with  thofe  of 
Mead,  Tiffot,  and  other  excellent 
phyficians,  is  in  every  body's  hands, 
I  need  not  be  apprehenfive  that  any 
of  my  fpeculative  opinions,  fuppo- 
fing  them  to  be  wrong,  will  have 
influence  to  do  any  mifchief.  In  the 
following  pages,  I  mall  therefore  de- 
liver my  fentiments. 

Much  may  be  faid  on  both  fides  of 
the  queftion  -y  and,  I  think  I  have 
made  choice  of  that  which  i  s  moft  fafe. 
Every  one  is  fenfible  in  fome  degree 

of 
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of  the  bad  confequences  of  purging 
in  certain  flages  of  this  diftemper  5 
yetfome  medical  gentlemen  are  more 
ftrongly  impreffed  with  this  idea 
than  others,  according  as  experience 
has  afforded  them  more  or  lefs  Infor- 
mation. Extremes  are  generally 
reckoned  bad,  and  it  may  perhaps 
be  faid,  that  by  endeavouring  to 
avoid  the  rock  of  Scylla,  I  have  fplit 
on  that  of  Charybdis.  If  this  is 
the  cafe,  I  can  only  fay,  that  there 
are  many  others  in  the  world  who 
have  prefumed  too  much  on  their 
own  ideas,  and  whofe  reafoning 
would  not  ftand  the  ten:  when  op- 
pofed  to  the  ftronger  reafonings  of 
others. 

Non  mi  hi,  fed  rationi,  aut  qua  ratio  effe  videtur, 
Milito.   Scaliger. 

There  is  an  advantage arifmg  from 
the  cloie  inveftigation  of  any  dis- 
puted 
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puted  point ;  for  by  collifion  of  op- 
pcfite  opinions  truth  is  often  dif- 
covered,  and  fcience  greatly  improv- 
ed. Logical  argument  and  controver- " 
fial  reafoning  cannot  well  be  adapted 
to  every  underftanding ;  but  fink- 
ing fails  and  the  confequences  thence 
deducible  are  to  every  capacity  plain 
and  obvious.  It  were  perhaps  bet- 
ter that  a  hundred  frivolous  obfer- 
vations  were  uftiered  into  the  world, 
than  that  one  important  fad:  mould 
be  loft. 

Dr.  Duncan  has  publifhed  a  very 
fenlible  argument  in  favour  of  The- 
ory, in  his  obfervations  on  the  ufe 
of  mercury*. 

With 

*  "  Theory  in  medicine  is  principally  de- 
fpifed  by  two  fets  of  practitioners,  the  igno- 
rant and  the  lazy  ;  the  lad  are  unwilling,  and 
the  firft  are  unable  to  acquire  the  knowledge 
of  it ;  and  amidft  all  their  boafted  contempt, 

it 
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With  refped  to  the  management 
of  the  primary  eruptive  fever  before 
mentioned,  moft  practitioners  are  of 
opinion,  that  the  body  ought  to  be 
kept  cool.  But,  is  this  to  be  done 
by  purgatives  ?  I  mould  think 
not.  Purgatives,  Dr.  Cullen  ob- 
ferves,  not  only  inflame  the  re5iam> 
but  alfo  extend  their  irritation  to 
other  parts  of  the  body.  Dr  George 
Fordyce  *  fays,  with  great  truth, 
that  fevere  purging  often  augments 
the  inflammatory  fymptoms ;  if  this 

it  will  be  found  ,  that  they  principally  differ 
from  others  in  implicitly  adopting  whatever 
opinions  they  nrft  receive.  Theory  is  natur.,1 
to  the  human  mind  ;  and  thofe  who  are  ac- 
cuftomcd  to  think,  cannot  be  fatisficd  without 
;uTi»;ningareafon  for  every  phenomenon  which 
falls  under  their  obfervation.  Theory  by  no 
means  precludes  obfervations  :  on  the  contrary 
it  leads  to  a  more  minute  attention  to  facts, 
and  in  this  way  opinions,  of  thcmlclvcs  ill 
founded,  have  often  given  rife  to  ufeful  dil- 
.coverics  in  practice." 
*  Elements  of  Phyfic. 

is 
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is  the  cafe,  gentle  purging,  that 
is,  the  procuring  two  or  three 
flools  in  the  day,  cannot  contribute 
much  to  the  cooling  the  patient  and 
abating  inflammation  ;  for  I  appre- 
hend that  all  purgatives  act  as 
Simulants. 

.  The  faculty  do  not  agree  in  opi- 
nion with  regard  to  the  property  of 
■nitre,  when  taken  into  the  ftomach* 
or,  as  is  fuppofed,  into  the  blood. 
Some  recommend  this  fait  for  its 
cooling  quality,  whilft  others  con- 
tend, that  it  produces  considerable 
heat,  and  they  bring  experiments 
in  proof  of  their  alfertion  ;  fo  un- 
certain are  the  effects  of  many  in- 
ternal remedies  !  Should  we  not  ra- 
ther employ  means  which  we  are  well 
affured  contribute  to  cool?  remove 
the  bed  cloaths,  admit  frem  air,  and 
give   diluting   acidulated  drinks? 

F  Though 
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Though  nitre  is  heating,  it  may  be 
faid  perhaps  that  there  are  medicines 
which  cool,  a  circumftance,  I  mall 
not  attempt  to  difprove,  but  mall 
leave  the  onus  prabandi  to  thofe  who 
place  the  greateft  confidence  in 
their  utility. 

The  curative  efFe&s  of  bark,  o- 
pium,  mercury,  and  fome  other  re- 
medies are  demonftrable,  which  is 
not  the  cafe  with  every  medicine. 
Some  of  the  good  purpofes  which 
medicines  in  general  anfwer,  are 
very  apparent  and  certain  :  they 
eafe  the  mind  of  the  fick,  by  re- 
moving all  appearance  of  neglect ; 
they  contribute  to  the  patient's  re- 
covery, and  compenfate  the  medical 
attendant  for  his  trouble. 

In  a  daily  attendance  of  feven 
years  at  St.  Bartholemews  Ho/pita/, 
I  have  feen  many  patients  under  the 

Small 
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Small  Pox.  Little  medicine,  juft 
what  was  neceffary,  was  adminifter- 
ed  there,  and  no  more.  Nature  was 
permitted  to  do  her  proper  work.— 
It  is  in  thefe  public  habitations  for 
the  fick,  that  a  knowledge  of  the 
practice  of  phytic  is  beft  acquired, 
being  there  perfectly  orthodox,  fim- 
ple  and  undifguifed. 

I  knew  a  lady,  who  by  the  defire 
of  the  furgeon  who  inoculated  her 
children,  took  all  the  medicines 
which  came  from  the  apothecary, 
and  locked  them  up  in  her  bureau, 
and  not  one  of  them  was  adminifter- 
ed.  The  apothecary  was  regular  m 
his  vilits,  and  remarked  how  well 
every  thing  went  on,  and  particu- 
ly  obferved  the  good  effect  the  me- 
dicines produced  on  the  pocks,  in 
plumping  them  up ;  an  obfervation 
which  might  naturally  have  occur- 
F  2  red 
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red  to  any  man  fo  deceived.  The 
iacl  was,  this  furgeon  had  feen  the 
bad  confequences  of  fome  prepara- 
tory courfes,  and  of  the  medicines 
adminiftered  during  the  Small  Pox, 
which  made  him  refolve,  for  the  fake 
of  his  own  credit,  that  no  inter- 
ruption mould  be  given  on  this  oc- 
caiion,  by  what  he  confidered  as  fh- 
perfluous  care  at  the  belt  *.  He 
faw  the  propriety  of  making  a  re- 
compenfe  to  the  apothecarv  for  his 
time,  and  requeued  this  might  be 
made  in  a  handfome  manner,  as  is 
done  to  the  reft  of  the  profeffion. 
If  this  mode  of  payment  was  adopt- 
ed, it  could  not  fail  to  promote  the 
advantage  of  all  parties.  A  cele- 
brated phylician  has  declared  in  his 

*  This  gentleman  had  obferved  as  well  as 
jroUrfelf,  "  That  the  patient's  grcatelt  danger 
"in  Inoculation  arofe,  not  from  the  want  of 
care,  but  from  the  excefs  of  it." 

works 


works,  that  he  did  not  think  him- 
felf  warranted  to  take  money  out  of 
the  pocket  of  one  man  to  put  it  into 
that  of  another,  unlefs  there  was  a 
valuable  confideration  for  the  fame. 
— If  this  laudable  example  was  fol- 
io v/ed  in  every  bufinefs  and  profef- 
fion,  it  would  be  much  to  the  be- 
nefit of  the  community  at  largq, 
and  not  a  little  to  the  credit  of  thofe 
who  practifed  it. 

I  have  dwelt  long  on  the  fubjecT: 
of  the  Faculty,  as  I  am  perfuaded, 
that  the  evils  of  the  preparatory 
procefs  and  fubfequent  courfe  of  iu- 
permious  medicines  ariie  princi- 
pally from  this  interefted  fource. 

Inoculation  is  an  ineiLimabk,  yet 
tender  plant,  which  requires  the 
effufions  of  benevolence  to  water  it 
and  promote  its  growth.  In  this 
country  at  prefent  it  is  unfortunately 
F  3  ex- 


expofed  to  the  nipping  blafts  of  a 
denxu&ive  influence,  yet  I  am  pleafed 
with  the  profpedt  that  it  wiil  rlou- 
rifh  in  our  climate  fome  time  or 
other  with  great  luxuriance.  But 
whether  we  are  more  likely  to  be 
indebted  on  this  occafion  to  the  good 
endeavours  of  the  Faculty,  or  of 
others,  being  a  matter  wherein  opi- 
nions differ  much,  it  would  ill  be- 
come me  to  decide  -f. 

I  have  juft  been  fhewn  a  plan  of 
a  Difpenfary  for  Inoculation  in  the 
city  and  county  of  Chejler,  which 
has  been  attended  with  remarkable 

•\  It  is  rather  extraordinary  that  Inocula~ 
tlon,  the  moft  rational  and  beneficial  of  all 
inventions,  fhould  have  been  fo  much  op- 
pofed,  whiift  the  abfurd  practice  of  the  tranf- 
fufion  of  the  blood  of  animals  into  the  human 
body  was  fo  eagerly  embraced,  in  this  country  ; 
in  my  opinion,  it  can  only  be  attributed  to  a 
ielfimnefs  of  difpofition,  which  induces  people 
to  fake  much  naore  pains  to  prolong  their 
oy/n  than  to  prel'erve  the  lives  of  others. 

fuccefs ; 
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fuccefs  ;  and  another  in'  Holborn  ; 
two  of  the  conditions  of  the  latter 
are  as  follow;  "  Every  finglc 
patient  is  to  pay  Jive  Jhillings  at 
the  time  of  Inoculation,  and  to 
be  attended  carefully,  and  regu- 
larly, at  their  own  houfes,  from 
the  time  of  fickening,  'till  they  are 
quite  recovered,  without  any  ad- 
ditional expence  whatever."  The 
lafl  runs  thus : 

*•  Very  poor  people  mail  be  inocu- 
lated gratis  y  and  alfo  their  families  ; 
and  mail  be  attended  in  the  fame 
manner,  provided  they  furnim  fome 
kind  of  proof  of  their  defert,  from 
a  perfon  of  credit,  to  whom  they 
are  known." 

It  gives  me  much    pleafure  to 
learn,  that  Difpenfaries  for  Ino- 
culation are  beginning  to  be  pro- 
vided in  this  metropolis  and  other 
F  4  places 
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places.  Thefe  ufeful  in-flitutions, 
lince  the  hofpital  for  Inoculation 
can  only  accommodate  a  final!  num- 
ber of  thofe  who  apply,  being  the 
find  of  the  kind  which  have  come 
to  my  knowledge,  I  am  happy, 
Sir,  to  communicate  to  you  the 
pleafing  information. 

I  cannot  conclude  my  Letter  with- 
out a  quotation  from  your  book,, 
and  one  from  Dr.  Blacky  which  ap- 
pear to  me  to  be  much  to  the  pur- 
pofe.  "  As  the  Small  Pox  has 
now  become  an  epidemical  difeafe 
in  molt  parts  of  the  known  world, 
no  other  choice  remains,  but  to 
render  the  difeafe  as  mild  aspoffible. 
This  is  the  only  manner  of  extir- 
pation, now  left  in  our  power ;  and 
though  it  may  feem  paradoxical,, 
the  artificial  method  of  communi- 
cating the  malady,  could  it  be  ren- 
dered 
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dercd  universal,  would  amount  to 
nearly  the  fame  thing  as  rooting  it 
out.  It  is  a  matter  of  fmall  con- 
fequence  whether  a  difeafe  be  en- 
tirely extirpated,  or  rendered  fo 
mild,  as  neither  to  deftroy  life,  nor 
hurt  the  conftitution  ;  but  that  this 
may  be  done  by  inoculation,  does 
not  now  admit  of  a  doubt*" 

"  Every  life,  fays  Dr.  Black, 
faved  by  this  pra&ice,  is  fo  much 
folid  treafure  and  ftrength  added  to 
the  nation.  There  is  no  difeafe, 
where  we  have  it  fo  much  in  our 
power  and  command  to  leffen  mor- 
tality, as  in  the  Small  Pox  by  Ino- 
culation. It  is  a  bridge  furniflied 
by  Providence  to  pafs  over  a  deep 
gulph  or  raging  whirlpool,  in  which 
millions  of  the  human  fpe'eies  have 
been  loft.'' 

This 
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This  religious  and  juft  idea  is 
well  fuggefled,  and  helps  to  recon- 
cile this  beneficial  practice  to  the 
minds  of  all,  who  are  not  predeter- 
mined never  to  fubmit  their  judge- 
ment to  the  voice  of  Reafon. 

The  Parents  who  arefo  unfortunate 
as  to  lofe  a  Child  by  this  practice, 
will  have  the  confolation  within 
their  bofoms,  that  they  were  actu- 
ated by  the  belt  of  motives  :  whilil 
thofe  who  meet  with  a  fimilar  mis- 
fortune, through  the  omiffion  of 
this  important  duty,  will  have  not 
only  the  upbraidings  of  their  own 
minds  to  encounter,  but  alfo  the 
merited  reproaches  of  the  world.  I 
wifh  all  thofe  who  are  entrufted 
with  the  care  and  education  of 
children,  would  take  this  fubject 
into  ferious  confideration,   and  I 

think 
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think  they  would  be  induced  to  ' 
adopt  the  practice  from  the  refult 
of  reafon  and  reflection. 

Thofe,  who  fincerely  wifh  fuc- 
cefs  to  the  practice  of  Inoculation, 
ought  to  oppofe  every  gentle  and 
perfuafive  argument  to  the  rooted 
prejudices  of  mankind.  Much  mif- 
chief  is  excited  and  oppofition 
kindled  by  every  fpark  of  irrita- 
tion, which  we  mould  carefully 
avoid,  fince  it  never  produces  any 
good  or  beneficial  confequences, 

The  General,  who  meditates  an 
attack  on  a  citadel,  fortified  by 
nature  and  art,  often  proceeds  by 
flxatagem  and  addrefs,  rather  than 
open  force.  By  thefe  manoeuvres 
what  was  deemed  at  firft  impreg- 
nable, is  finally  compelled  to  fur- 
render.  In  like  manner  do  the 
moft  inveterate  prejudices  yield  to 

the 


the  well  timed  influence  of  cool 
reafon  and  fair  argument. 

The  man  who  wifhes  to  make 
profelytes  to  any  Caufe,  mould  feize 
the  happy  moment  of  a  mental 
Calm,  to  enforce  his  tenets.  Ad- 
vice never  makes  fo  deep  an  im- 
prefiion  on  the  mind,  as  when  it 
is  known  to  proceed  from  honefl: 
diflnterefted  motives,  and  a  regard 
for  the  public  good.  Thefe  con- 
fiderations  never  fail  to  make  con- 
verts in  the  end  :  a  truth  which 
you,  Sir,  muft  frequently  have  ex- 
perienced in  the  courfe  of  your  in- 
defatigable and  laudable  attempts, 
to  promote  the  health  and  welfare 
of  mankind. 

I  mall  be  happy  to  have  my  en* 
deavours  co-operate  in  any  degree 
with  your's  in  rendering  the  prac- 
tice of  Inoculation  what  it  oueht 

to 


(    6i  ) 
to  be,  plain  and  fimple,  to  ftrip  it 
of  its  borrowed  terrors,  and  make 
it  familiar  and  acceptable  to  the 
whole  world. 

That  you  may,  in  this  metropolis, 
meet  with  all  the  fuccels  due  to 
your  approved  merit,  is  the  fmcere 
wi(h  of 

Your  moft  obedient 

Humble  Servant*  . 


PETER  CLARE. 


Chancery-Lane, 
September  i,  178 1. 


Publijhed  by  the  fame  Author, 

A New  and  Eafy  Method  of  Cure  of 
the  LUES  VENEREA,  by  the 
Abforption  of  a  grain  of  Mercury  from 
the  Lips ;  to  which  is  added,  a  Treatife 
on  the  Gonorrhoea,  Price  is.  Alfo, 
An  Effay  on  AbfcelTes,  &c.  with  a  Head 
of  the  Author ;  the  third  Edition. 
Price  2S.  6d, 

This  Pamphlet  is  intended  as  a  Supple- 
ment to  the  Effay  on  AbfcefTes,  &c. 
and  is  added  to  the  above,  without 
any  additional  Expence  to  the  Pur  chafer. 


To  the  PUBLIC. 

Since  my  Letter  to  Dr.  Bitchau 
W8L$  printed,  I  have  feen  a  Pamphlet 
containing  A  Series  of  Experiments, 
injlituted  with  a  view  of  afcertaining 
the  mofi  fuccefsful  method  of  Inocu- 
lating the  Small  Pox. 

From  the  whole  of  thefe  expert 
ments  it  appears,  that  neither  the 
number  of  the  puftules,  nor  the  mild- 
nel's  of  the  difeafe  depends,  in  the 
final  left  degree,  on  the  mode  of  pre- 
paring the  body ;  that  Inoculation 
generally  fiicceeds  belt,  without  any 
preparation ;  and  that  the  common 
method  of  giving  violent  purges  and 
mercurials,  does  more  harm  than 
r/ood. 

o 

No  one  will  queftion  the  accuracy 
of  experiments  made  by  the  inge- 
nious and  candid  Dr.  Wat/on >  F.R.S, 
and  Phyfician  to  the  Foundling- 
Hofpit.il, 


THE  Small  Pox  is  commonly  divided  into  two  kinds,  Tbi 
BifiinB;  and  the  Confluent.  The  former  is  where  there  are 
-  ces  betwixt  the  Pocks  ;  the  latter,  where  they  are  not  apart,  but 
run  one  into  another.  This  fituation  is  reckoned  very  dangerous. 

«  Toe  Difii"^  or  regular  fort,  according  to  Sydenham,  be- 
et Eins  with  a  Juddering  and  chilnefs,  which  is  fucceeded  by 
"  an  intenfe  heat,  violent  pain  of  the  head  and  back,  vomiting, 
"  drowfinefs,  and  fometimes  epileptic  fits,  efpecially  in  chil- 
"  dren,  which  fliew  the  Pocks  to  be  ready  to  burft  forth,  and 
«  that  they  will  be  mild.  The  eruptions  are  ufually  on  the 
«'  fourth  day  from  the  beginning,  at  which  time  the  ievenUi 
«  fymptoms  either  abate  or  wholly  difappear.  The  fpots  are 
*'  at  firft  reddifh,  refembling  flea  bites,  and  are  to  be  leen  in 
«'  various  parts  of  the  body.  On  the  eighth  day,  the  lpaces 
«'  between  the  puftules,  which  were  hitherto  white,  grow  red 
i'  and  fwell,  the  eyelids  are  puffed  up  and  clofe  the  eyes  j  next 
«<  to  the  face,  the  hands  begin  to  fwell,  and  the  puftules,  which 
"  were  before  frriooth'  and  red,  become  rough  and  whitifli,  and 
««  throw  out  a  yellow  matter,  refembling  a  honeycomb.  On 
«<  the  eleventh  day,  the  fwellmg  of  the  face  and  inflammation 
"  difappear ;  and  the  puftules  being  ripe,  grow  dry,  and  fall 
"  off;  and  on  the  fifteenth  they  perifli  entirely. 

«  All  that  is  neceflary  in  general  during  the  Eruptive  fever, 
«  (fays  the  Author  of  Domeftic  Medicine)  is  to  keep  the  patient 
«'  cool  and  eafy,  allowing  him  to  drink  freely  of  fome  weak  di- 
«*  luting  liquors,  as  balm  tea,  barley  water,  clear  whey,  gruels, 
«'  &c;  °He  ihould  not  be  confined  in  bed,  but  fit  up  as  much  as 
«*  he  is  able,~and  fliould  have  his  feet  and  legs  frequently  bathed 
*«  in  luke-warm  water.  His  food  ought  to  be  very  light,  and  lie 
«'  fhould  be  as  little  difturbed  with  company  as  poflible. 

"  The  good  women,  as  foon  as  the  Small  Pox  appears,  com- 
«'  monly  ply  their  tender  charge  with  cordials,  faffron  and  ma- 
*'  rigold  teas,  wine,  punch,  and  even  brandy  itfelf.    All  thefe 
«'  are  given  with  a  view,  as  they  term  it,  to  throw  out  the 
"  eruption  from  the  heart.    This,  like  moft  other  popular  mif- 
*'  takes,  is  the  abufe  of  a  very  juft  obfervation,  that  when  there 
41  is  a  moifturs  on  the  Jkin,  the  Pox  rife  hitter,  and  the  patient  is 
*'  eajier  than  --when  it  continues  dry  and  parched.    But  that  is  no 
*e  reafon  for  forcing  the  patient  into  a  fweat.    Sweating  never 
*'  relieves,  unlefs  where  it  comes  fpontaheoufly,  or  is  the  effect 
*'  of  drinking  weak  liquors.    So  Itrong  is  the  vulgar  prejudice 
*'  in  this  country,  notwithftanding  all  that  has  been  faidagainft 
**  the  hot  regimen  in  the  Small  Pox,  that  numkere  fiill  fall  a 
"  faerifice  to  that  error.    I  have  feen  poor  women  travelling  in 
*'  the  depth  of  winter,  and  carrying  their  children  along  with 
"  them,  and  others  begging  by  thewayfi.de,  with  infants  in 
"  their  arms  covered  with  puftules  ;  yet  I  could  never  learn 
tl  that  one  of  thefe  children  died  by  this  fort  of  treatment ;  a 
*'  fufficient  proof  of  the  fafety  of  expofing  patients  in  the  Small 
*'  Pox  to  the  open  air. 

"  The  food  ought  to  be  very  light,  and  of  a  cooling  nature, 
*'  as  panada,  or  bread  boiled,  with  an  equal  quantity  of  milk 
*'  and  water,  good  apples  roafted,  or  boiled  with  milk,  and 
*'  fweetened  with  a  little  fugar,  or  fuch  like. 

"  The  drink  may  be  equal  parts  of  milk  and  water,  elear 
«'  fweet  whey,  barley  water,  or  thin  gruel.  After  the  pock9 
*'  are  full,  butter-milk,  being  of  an  opening  cleanfing  nature, 
*'  is  a  very  proper  drink. 

"  This  difeafe  is  generally  divided  into  four  different  periods, 
*'  viz.  the  Fever  which  precedes  the  eruption,  the  Eruption  it- 
«'  felf,  the  Suppuration  or  ripening  of  the  puftules,  and  the 
"  Secondary  Fever. 

"  It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  little  more  is  neceflary 
"  during  the  primary,  or  firft  fever,  than  to  keep  the  patient 
*'  cool  and  quiet,  allowing  him  to  drink  diluting  liquors,  and 
*'  bathing  his  feet  frequently  in  warm  water.  Though  this  is 
«'  generally  the  fafeft  courfe  that  can  be  taken  with  infants, 
•  '  yet  adults  (grown  perfons)  of  a  ftrong  conftitution,  and  pie- 
"  thoric  habit,  fometimes  require  bleeding.  When  a  full  pulfe, 
«'  or  dry  lkin,  and  other  fymptons  of  inflammation  render  this 
«*  operation  neceflary,  it  ought  to  be  performed  ;  otherwife,  un- 
*'  lefs  the  fymptoms  are  urgent,  it  is  fafer  to  let  it  alone.  If 
*'  the  body  is  bound,  emollient  clyfters  may  be  thrown  in.  If 
*«  there  be  a  great  naufea,  or  inclination  to  vomit,  weak  camo- 
*'  mile  tea,  or  luke-warm  water,  may  be  drank,  in  order  to 
«'  clean  the  ftomach.  At  the  beginning  of  a  fever,  nature  ge- 
«'  nerally  attempts  a  difcharge,  either  upwards  or  downwards, 
«'  which,  if  promoted  by  gentle  means,  would  tend  greatly  to 
"  abate  the  violence  of  the  difeafe* 


"  Though  every  method  is  to  be  taken  during  the  Primary 
*'  Fever,  by  a  cool  regimen,  &c;  to  prevent  too*  great  an  ernp- 
"  tion,  yet  after  the  puftules  have  made  their  appearance,-  our 
"  buiinefs  is  to  promote  the  fuppuratioh  by  diluting  drinks, 
"  light  food,  and  if  nature  feems  to  flagi  by  generous  cordials; 
"  When  a  low  creeping  pulfe,  faintnefs,  and  a  great  lols  of 
"  ftrength,  render  cordials  neceflary,  we  would  recommend 
"  good  wine,  which  may  be  made  into  negus,'  with  an  equal 
"  quantity  of  water,  and  fliafpened  with  juice  of  orange,  the 
"  jelly  of  currants,  or  the  like.  Wine  whey  fharpehed  as  above 
"  is  likewife  a  proper  drink  in  this  cafe ;  great  care  mull  be 
"  taken  not  to  over  heat  the  patient  by  any  of  thefe  things  ; 
"  This,  inftead  of  promoting,  would  retard  the  eruption. 

"  Exceffive  reftlefnefs  often  prevents  the  rifing  of  the  Pock  ; 
"  when  this  happens,  opiates  are  neceflary ;  thefe,  however, 
"  ought  always  to  be  adminiftered  with  a  fparing  hand.  To 
"  an  infant,  a  tea  fpoonful  of  fyrup  of  poppies  may  be  given 
"  every  five  or  fix  hours,  till  it  has  the  delired  effect.  An  adult 
"  will  require  a  table  fpoonful  to  anfwer  the  lame  purpofe. 

"  To  promote  the  urine,  a  tea  fpoonful  of  fweet  fpirits  of 
"  nitre  may  be  occalionally  mixed  with  his  drink.  Nothing 
"  more  certainly  relieves  the  patient,  or  is  more  beneficial  in  the 
"  Small  Pox,  than  a  plentiful  difcharge  by  urine. 

"  If  the  mouth  be  foul,  and  the  tongue  dry  and  chapped,  it 
"  ought  to  be  frequently  wafhed,  and  the  throat  gargled  with 
"  water  and  honey,  ftiarpened  with  a  little  vinegar,  or  currant 

"  jsliy-  /        .  . 

"  During  the  riling  of  the  Small  Pox,  it  frequently  happens 
"  that  the  patient  is  eight  or  ten  days  without  a  ftool.  This- 
"  not  only  tends  to  heat  and  inflame  the  blood,  but  the  feces. 
"  by  lodging  fo  long  in  the  body,  become  acrid  and  even  pu« 
"  trid  ;  from  whence  bad  confequeoces  muft  enfue.  It  will 
"  therefore  be  proper,  when  tbe  body  is  bound,  to  throw  in  aa 
"  emollient  clyfter  every  fecoiid  or  third  day,  through  the 
"  whole  courfe  of  the  difeafe.  This  will  greatly  cool  and  relieve 
"  the  patient. 

"  When  the  Petechia,  or  purple,  black,  or  livid  fpots  appear1 
"  among  the  pocks,  the  Peruvian  bark  muft  be  immediately 
"  adminiftered  in  as  large  dofes.as  the  patient's  ftomach  can 
"  bear1.  For  a  child  t  wo  drams  of  the  bark  in  powder  may  be 
"  mixed  in  three  ounces  of  common  water,  one  ounce  of  fimple 
"  water,  and  two  ounces  of  fyrup  of  orange  or  lemon,  This 
«J  may  be  lharpened  with  th:  fpirits  of  vitriol  ;  and  a  table 
"  fpoonful  of  it  given  every  hour.  If  it  be  given  to  an  adult 
"  in  the  fame  form,  he  may  take  at  leaft  three  or  four  fpcon- 
"  fuls  every  hour.  This  medicine  ought  not  to  be  trifled  with* 
"  but  muft  be  adminiftered  as  frequently  as  the  ftomach  can  bear 
"  it ;  in  which  cafe  it  will  often  produce  very  happy  effe£h.  I 
"  have  frequently  feen  the  Petechia  difappear,  and  the  Small 
"  Pox,  which  had  a  very  threatening  afpe£t,  rife  and  fill  with 
"  laudable  matter,  by  the  ufe  of  the  bark  and  acids.  The  pa- 
"  tient's  drink  ought  likewife  in  this  cafe  to  be  generous,  as 
"  wine  and  ftrong  negus,  acidulated  with  the  fpirits'  of  vitriol, 
"  vinegar,  the  juice  of  lemons,  jelly  of  currants,  or  fuch  like* 
"  His  food  muft  confift  of  apples  roafted  or  boiled,  preferved 
"  cherries,  plums,  and  other  fruits  of  an  acid  nature. 

"  When  the  Eniption  fubfides  fuddenly,  or  as  the  good  wo- 
"  men  term  it,  when  the  Small  Pox  Jlrike  in,  before  they  have 
"  arrived  at  maturity,  the  danger  is  very  great.  In  this  cafe 
"  bliftering  plaifters  muft  be  immediately  applied  to  the  wrifts 
«'  and  ankles,  and  the  patients  fpirits  fupported  by  cordials. 

"  To  prevent  the  Secondary  F^ver,  which  is  very  dangerous, 
"  and  is  in  a  great  meafure,  if  hot  wholly  owing  to  the  ab- 
«'  forption  of  the  matter,  it  would  feem  highly  confonant  to 
"  reafon,  that  the  puftules,  as  foon  as  they  come  to  maturity. 
"  fliould  be  opened,  as  in  common  abfeefles. 

"  It  is  generally  neceflary  after  the  Small  Pox  is  gone  of,  to 
"  purge  the  patient.  For  very  young  children  an  infulion  of 
"  fena  and  prunes,  with  a  little  rhubarb,  may  be  fweetened 
'*  with  coarfe  fugar,  and  giv;j.n  in  fmall  quantities  till  it  ope- 
"  rates.  A  child  of  five  or  fix  years  of  age,  may  take  eight  or 
"  ten  grains  of  fine  rhubarb  ill  powder  at  nighty  land  the  fame 
"  quantity  of  ialar>  in  powder  the  next  morning,  to  be  carried 
"  off  with  freui  broth  or  water  gruel,  and  may  be  repeated  three 
"  or  four  times,  at  the  difts.nce  of  five  or  fix  days.  The  dofe 
"  is  to  be  increafed  or  diminifhed,  in  proportion  to  the  age  and 
"  conftitutioa  of  the  padenti" 

Vide  DomeJlU  Medhiui* 


'  to 


UNIVERSAL  INOCULATION. 

The  following  Arguments  are  fubmitted  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Public, 


«  T  have  often  (fays  the  Author)  wifhed  to  fee  fome  plan 
1  eftabliflicd  for  rendering  the  falutary  practice  of  Inoculation 
univerfal  ;*  but  am  afraid  I  (hall  never  be  fo  happy.  The  diffi- 
culties indeed  are  many  ;  yet  the  thing  is  by  no  means  imprac- 
ticable. The  aim  is  great ;  no  lets  than  faying  the  lives  of  one 
fourth  part  of  mankind.  What  ought  not  to  be  attempted  m 
order  to  accomplifh  fo  defireable  an  end  ?  The  firft  ftep  to- 
wards rendering  the  practice  univerfal,  muff  be  to  remove  the 
religious  prejudices  againft  it.  This  can  only  be  done  by  the 
Clergy. — They  muft  not  only  recommend  it  as  a  duty  to  others, 
but  likewife  practife  it  on  their  own  children.— Example  will  ever 
have  more  influence  than  precept. 

The  next  thing  requifite  is  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  all.  For 
this  purpofe  we  would  recommend  it  to  the  faculty  to  inoculate 
the  children  of  the  Poor  Gratis.-^ It  is  hard  that  fo  ufeful  a  part 
of  mankind  fliould,  by  their  poverty,  be  excluded  from  filch  a 
benefit. — Should  this  fail,'  it  is  furely  in  the  power  of  any  State 
to  render  the  practice  general,  at  leaft  as  far  as  their  dominion 
extends..  We  do  not  mean  that  it  fliould  be  enforced  by  a  law. 
The  beft  way  to  promote  it  would  be  to  employ  a  fufficient  num- 
ber of  Operators,  at  the  public  expencc,  to  inoculate  the  child- 
ren of  the  poor..  This  would  only  be  neceffary,  till  the  practice 
i>ecan\o  general,  afterwards  cuflom,  the  ftrongeft  of  all  laws, 
fwouid  oblige  every  individual  to  inoculate  his  children  to  prevent 
<rcflec~nons. 

It  may  be  objected  to  this  fcheme,  that  the  poor  would  refufe  to 
.-employ  the  Inoculators ;  this  difficulty  is  eafily  lemoved.^  A  fin  a  11 
'Gratuity  to  enable  mothers  to  attend  their  children  while  under 
the  difeafe,  would  be  a  fufficient' inducement ;  befides,  the  fuc- 
<cefs  attending  the  operation  would  foon  banifli  all  objections  to 
at.  Even  confidciations  of  profit  would  induce  the  poor  to  em- 
brace this  plan.  They  often  bring  up  their  children  to  the  age 
•of  ten  or  twelve,  and  when  they  come  to  be  ufeful,  they  are 
{hatched  away  by  this  malady,  to  the  great  lofs  of  their  parents 
and  detriment  of  the  public. 

To  prevent  fuch  fatal  accidents  we  would  therefore  have  every 
parifh  in  Britain  allow  a  fmall  annual  falary  tor  inoculating  all 
she  children  of  theparilh  of  a  proper  age.  This  might  be  done 
■at a  very  trifling  expence,  and  it  would  put  it  in  the  power  of  all 
■to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  this  falutary  invention.  Twg  things  chiefly 
operate  to  prevent  the  progrefs  of  Inoculation.  The  one  is  a 
wifli  to  put  the  evil  day  as  far  off  as  poffible.  This  is  a  principle 
in  our  nature,  and  as  Inoculation  feems  rather  to  be  anticipating 
a  future  evil,  it  is  no  wonder  that  mankind  are  fo  averfe  to  it.  But 
this  objection  is  fufficiently  anfwered  by  the  fuccefs.  Who  in  his 
fenfes  would  not  prefer  a  kffer  evil  today  to  a  greater  to-morrow, 
provided  they  were  equally  certain. 

The  other  obftacle  is,  the  fear  of  reflections.  This  has  very 
great  weight  with  the  bulk  of  Mankind.    Should  the  child  die, 

*  The  Author  aflerts,  "  That  more  die  annually  of  the  natural 
Small  Pox  now,  than  before  Inoculation  was  introduced.  While 
it  is  confined  to  a  few,  it  muft  prove  hurtful  to  the  whole.  By 
means  of  it  the  contagion  is  fpread,  and  is  communicated  to 
jnany,  who  might  otherwife  never  have  had  the  difeafe."  The 
French  deliberated  in  council  on  this  point,  and  refolved  in  fa- 
vour of  fto  Inoculation  rather  than  a  partial  one, 


they  think  the  world  would  blame  them.  This  they  cannot 
bear.  Here  lies  the  greateft  difficulty-,  and  till  that  be  removed. 
Inoculation  will  make  but  fmall  progrefs.  Nothing,  however, 
can  remove  it  but  cuflom.  Make  the  practice  fafhionable  and 
all  objections  will  foon  vanifh.  It  is  Fafliion  alone  that  has  led 
the  multitude  fincethe  beginning  of  the  world,  and.  will  lead  them 
to  the  end.  We  muft  therefore  call  upon  the  more  en  lightened 
part  of  mankind  to  fet  a  pattern  to  the  reft.  Their  example, 
though  it  may  for  fome  time  meet  with  oppofition,  will  at  length 
prevail.  I  am  aware  of  an  objection  to  this  practice  from  the 
expence  with  which  it  may  be  attended  :  this  is  eaftly  obviated,-. 

There  is  not  a  pariih,  and  hardly  a  village  in  Britain,  dcfli- 
tute  of  fome  perlbn  who  can  bleed.  But  this  is  a  far  more  dif* 
cult  operation,  and  requires  both  more  ikill  and  dexterity  than 
Inoculation.  The  perfons  to  whom  we  would  chiefly  recommend 
the  performance  of  this  operation,  are  the  clergy,  moft  of  them 
know  fomething  of  medicine. _  Almoft  all  of  them  bleed,  and 
can  order  a  purge,  which  are  all  the  qualifications  ncceflary  for 
the  practice  of  Inoculation. 

Should  all  other  methods  fail,  we  would  recommend  it  t« 
Parents  to  perform  the  Operation  themfelves.  Let  them  take  any 
method  of  communicating  the  difeafe  they  pleafe,  provided  the 
fubject  be  healthy,  and  of  a  proper  age,  they  will  feldom  fail  ton 
iuccced  to  their  wifli.  I  have  known  many  inftances  ofmotheis 
performing  the  Operation,  and  never  fo  much  as  heard  of  one 
bad  confequence.  A  Planter  in  one  of  the  Weft-India  Iflands  is 
faid  to  have  inoculated  with  his  own  hand,  in  one  year,  three 
hundred  of  his  flaves,  who  notwithstanding  the  warmth  of  the 
climate,  and  other  unfavourable  circumftances,  all  did  well. 
Common  mechanics  have  often,  to  my  knowledge,  performed 
the  operation  with  as  good  fuccefs,  as  phyficians.  We  do  net 
however  mean  to  difcourage  thofe  who  have  it  in  their  power, 
from  employing  people  of  (kill  to  inoculate  their  children,  an<t 
attend  them  while  under  the  difeafe,  but  only  to  fliew,  that 
where  fuch  cannot  be  had,  the  operation  ought  not  on  that 
account  to  be  deterred.  Inftead  of  multiplying  arguments  ta 
recommend  this  practice,  I  fhall  juft  beg  leave  to  mention  the 
method  which  I  . took  with  my  own  fon,  then  an  only  child, 
after  giving  him,  two  gentle  purges,  I  ordered  the  nurfe  to  take 
a  bit  of  thread  which  had  been  previoufly  wet  with  frefh  matter 
from  a  pock,  and  to  lay  it  upon  his  arm,  covering  it  with  a  piece 
of  flicking  plaifter.  This  ftaid  on  fix  or  feven  days  till  it  was 
rubbed  of  by  accident,  at  the  ufual  time  the  fmall  pox  made  their 
appearance  and  were  extremely  favourable.-}-  Sure  this,  which 
is  all  that  is  generally  neceffary,  may  be  done  without  any  Ikill 
in  medicine," 

Dornt 'flic  Medicine,  p.  252. 

f  The  celebrated  Monfieur  Dutlanil,  who  has  tranflated 
DOMESTIC  MEDICINE,  prefers  the  application  of  Small 
Blisters  (de  petits  emplatres  veficatoires)  to  flicking  plaifter, 
on  account  of  the  greater  certainty  of  the  matter's  being  abforbed 
when  the  cuticle  or  fcarf-lkin  is  raifed  and  detached.  This  me- 
thod has  been  repeatedly  tried  in  France,  and  is  recommended  by 
Monf.  Tronchin,  to  thofe  who  are  friends  to  Inoculation  and 
have  at  the  fame  time  an  infuperable  objection  to  all  kind  of  cut- 
ting inftruments.  In  fome  countries  they  ufe  a  lancet  ;  in  fome 
a  needle,  and  in  others  a  fharp-pointed  thorn.  In  Turkey  the 
worsen  inoculate,  and  in  the  Eaft  Indies  the  Bramins  or  priefts. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

My  new  method  of  adminif- 
tering  mercury  having  met  with 
the  greateft  approbation  from 
feveral  Gentlemen  of  the  Fa- 
culty,  I  was  unwilling  that  the 
public  fliould  lofe  the  benefit, 
or  myfelf  the  credfr.  arHfcg 
from  their  candid  opinion's  and 
atteftations,  I  therefore  refolved 
to  collect  their  detached  com- 
munications  and    to  prefent 
them  at  one  view  to  general 
Enfpedion.    Some  of  the  tefti- 
imonies  produced  in  the  follow- 
A  2  ing 
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ing  pages  are  anonymous,  the 
refl  have  their  refpedtable  and 
proper  fignatures — thefe  will 
undoubtedly  claim  the  greater!: 
attention,  but  no  lefs  regard 
ought  to  be  paid  to  the  others, 
when  the  obfervations  and  ex- 
periments are  founded  on  the 
balls  of  reafon  and  fads. 

I  have  tran  dated  into  French  J 
Dr.  Hunter's  remarks  and  as 
many  of  Mr.  Cruikmank's  as 
feemed  neceffaryto  give  foreign-  j 
ers,  unacquainted  with  theEng- 
lifh  language,  an  idea  of  this  \ 
practice. 

Chancery -Lane^  March 

25,  1782.  Dr. 


Dr.   H  U  M  T  E  R's 

REMARKS 

O  N 

Mr.    C  L  A  R  E '  s 

i\few>  Method  of  introducing  Mercury  int$ 
the  Circulation* 

AS.  the  external  fur  face  of  the  body 
(fays  the  Doctor)  is  every  where 
bibulous,  fo  is  the  internal.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  of  abforption  taking  place 
on  the  infide  of  the  mouth,  of  the  pre- 
putium,  of  the  labia,  &c.  and  any  fine 
powder,  capable  of  being  abforbed  there, 
will,  no  doubt,  be  more  readily  abforbed 
when  mixed  with  a  watery  fluid.  When 
mixed  with  oil,  and  applied  to  wet 
furfaces,  it  may  be  prefumed  that  it  will 

B  be 
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be  kept  at  fome  diftance.  It  is  likewife 
very  probable,  that,  when  the  calomel 
is  rubbed  upon  the  furfaces  of  the  mouth, 
what  gets  into  the  flomach  is  carried 
down  ib  gradually,  and  diffufed  over  fo 
great  a  furfa.ce,  that  it  will  ftimulate  the 
-prim*  via  much  lefs  ;  and  people  with 
very  tender  bowels  may  therefore  bear 
it  much  better  than  when  given  in  pills, 
bolufes,  &c. 

The  Dr,  adds,  it  is  reafonable  to 
fuppofe,  that  watery  fluids  will,  in  gene- 
ral, be  more  readily  abforbed,  perhaps 
even  when  applied  to  the  outward  fur- 
face. 


Les 
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Remarques  de  DoEteur  Hunter 
fur  la  Nouvelle  Methode 
d'introduire  le  Mercure  dans 
la  Circulation  du  Sang,  de 
Pierre  Clare, Chirurgien. 

"  /^OMME  toute  la  furface  exte- 
rieure  de  notre  Corps  eft  abfor 
bante,  l'interieure  l'eft  de  meme.  11  n'y 
a  point  de  doute  que  rinterieure  de  la 
Bouche,  le  prepuce  &:  Ies  labia  &c. 
n'abforbent,  &  toute  poudre  fine  capable 
d'y  etre  abforbee,  le  fera  toujour*  beau- 
coup  plus  facilement  quand  elle  aura  ete 
melee  avec  un  fluide  aqueux.  Quand 
melee  avec  de  l'huile,  &  appliquee  au* 
furfaces  mouillees,  en  peut  prefumer 
quelle  fera  tenue  a  quelque  diftance.  II  eft 
bien  probable  auffi  que,  quand  le  Calo- 
mel eft  frotte  fur  les  furfaces  de  la 
B  2  Bouche, 
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Bouche,  ce  qui  erttre  dans  l'Eftomac  eft 
introduit  fi  graduellement,  &  repandu 
fur  une  furface  fi  large,  qu'elle  agatera 
les  prima:  via  beaucoup  moins,  &  des 
perfonnes  ayant  des  Inteftines  fort  foibles, 
le  peuvent  mieux  endurer,  que  quand  il 
eft  pris  en  pilules,  ou  en  Bolus  &c.  Et,  il 
eft  raifonable  de  fuppofer  que  les  fluides 
aqueux  feront  generallement  abforbes 
plus  promptement  peut-etre  meme,  etant 
appliquee  a  la  furface  externc." 


REVIEW 
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REVIEW 

OF  AN 

ESSAY  on  ABSCESSES,  &c. 

"fTpHIS  Eflay  contains  feveral  judi- 
JL  ciousobfervations in  furgery,  tend- 
ing to  evince  the  fuperiority  of  lenient  ap- 
plications, to  thofe  of  an  irritating  nature, 
in  the  cure  of  ulcers.    But  what  chiefly 
merits  attention,  is,  a  new  method  of 
introducing  mercury  into  the  circulation, 
for  the  cure  of  the  lues  venerea.    This  is 
performed  by  the  patient's  rubbing  with 
his  finger,  moiftened  with  faliva,  three 
or  four  grains  of  calomel  every  day  on 
the  infide  of  the  cheek.    Mr.  Clare  is 
convinced  from  experiments,  that  this  me- 
thod of  introducing  mercury  is  practica- 
B3  ble,,. 
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b]e ;  and  in  order  to  procure  it  a  more 
favourable  reception  from  the  public, 
there  are  added  a  few  remarks  on  the 
plaufibility  of  the  propofal,  by  Dn  Hun- 
ter, and  a  variety  of  fimilar  obfervations 
by  his  anatomical  coadjutor,  Mr.  Cruik- 
fhank,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Clare.  As  Mr. 
Cruikmank  appears  to  have  confidered 
the  merit  of  the  pradlice  with  great  at- 
tention, we  mall  prefent  our  readers  with 
fome  of  his  pertinent  remarks* 

*  The  abforption  of  calomel  from  the 
infide  of  the  mouth,  in  your  method, 
appears,  from  the  teftimony  of  many  of 
your  patients,  undeniable.  For- if  your 
parients  rub  three  grains  of  calomel  every 
day  on  the  infide  of  the  mouth,  and  it 
does  not  gripe  or  purge  ;  and  if  the  com- 
mon efTecfc  of  three  grains,,  taken  into  the 
fromach,  is,  that  it  certainly  gripes  and 
purges ;  then  we  muft  conclude,  that  the 
three  grains,  given  in  your  way,  have 

not 
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not  gone  into  the  ftomach,  whilft  their 
producing  evident  effects  on  the  difeafe, 
for  which  they  were  exhibited,  (hews,  that 
they  have  certainly  got  into  the  habit ; 
or,  in  other  words,,  that  they  have  been 
abforbed  by  the  furface  to  which  they 
were   applied.    One   of  your  patients 
informs  me,  that  hefaw  you  weigh  eight 
grains  of  calomel,  that  he  employed  all 
this  quantity,  in  your  way,,  at  once  ^  and 
that  he  went  through  this  procefs  three 
fucceeding  mornings  without  being  fick, 
griped,  or  purged.    On  what  other  fup- 
pofition,  (hall  we  be  able  to  fay,  why 
thefe  eight  grains  of  calomel  did  not 
purge  or  gripe,  but  that,  having. been 
abforbed  from  the  mouth,  they  became 
milder  in  their  operation,  in  the  fame 
way  as  we  know  the  divided  quickfilver 
becomes  milder  when  abforbed  by  thefkin. 

*  If  calomel  may  be  abforbed  in  your 
way,  it  muft  be  the  molt' eligible  method, 
B  4  becaufe 
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becaufe  it  is  lefs  apt  to  irritate  the  fto- 
mach and  inteftines,  and,  by  purging,  to 
deftroy  its  proper  effect,  than  it  would  be 
if  its  firft  action  was  to  be  immediately  on 
thefe  parts.    There  are  fome  preparations 
of  mercury  which  may  be  taken  into  the 
ftomach  without  irritating  too  much, 
provided  opium  is  exhibited  along  with 
them-,  but  there  are  many  conftitutions 
which  will  not  bear  opium  j  and  if  mer- 
cury cannot  be  exhibited  properly  with- 
out it,  patients  poffefied  offuch  conftitu- 
tions muft  be   extremely  unfortunate, 
efpecially  if  to  the  former  peculiarity  of 
habit  is  joined  another  viz.  an  antipathy 
in  the  flrin  to  every  thing  oily.  How 
many,  originally  vigorous,  deduce  their 
prefent  weak  bowels,. and  crazy  conftitu- 
tions, from  the  mifchief  occafioned  by 
the  aftion  of  mercury    on  the  primse 
vise  !  Now,  whether  the  calomel  is  here 
abforbed  from  the  mouth,  or  not,  fup- 
pofing  it  actually  goes  into  the  ftomach, 
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but  that  the  circum fiance  of  its  being 
given  in  a  liquid  form,  difflifes  its.  par- 
ticular ftimulus,  or  that  this  ftimulus  is 
blunted  by  its  ropy  vehicle  the  faliva, 
and  that  thus  only  it  becomes  milder  in 
its  operation :  ftill  the  fact  is,  that  it 
really  is  milder,  and  of  courfe,  as  the 
medicine  is  allowed  to  be  equally  effica- 
cious, this  method  is  to  be  preferred  to 
any  other  mode  of  exhibiting  mercury 
internally. 

e  With  thofe  who  believe  that  the 
calomel  is  actually  abforbed  from  the 
infide  of  the  mouth,  and  that  it  does  not 
pafs  into  the  ftomach  and  inteftines,  there 
will  be  ftill  lefs  doubt  with  refpect  to  the 
propriety  of  employing  this  method 
rather  than  the  giving  calomel,  or  indeed 
any  other  commonly  prefcribed  prepara- 
tion of  mercury,  in  form  of  draught, 
bolus,  or  pill  j  for  though  thefe  prepara- 
tions, taken  in  the  ftomach  and  inteftines, 

may 
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may  fomet'tmes  be  abforbed  from  their 
internal  furface  as  well  as  from  any  other, 
yet,  from  the  greater  irritability  of  thefe 
furfaces,  the  ftimulus  of  the  calomel,  or 
of  the  other  preparations,  is  more  likely 
to  prove  too  great    to  produce  ficknefs, 
griping,  and  purging,  and  to  occafion 
their  being  hurled  out  of  the  body,  be- 
fore fufficient  time  has  been  allowed  for 
their  abforption.    Tn  this  way  the  re- 
medy runs  a  greater  rifk  of  being  entirely 
loft,  and  of  producing  as  little  effect  on 
the  difeafe,  for  which  it  was  exhibited, 
as  thePeruvian  bark woulddo  on  an  inter- 
mittent, if,  inftead  of  flaying  in  the  fto- 
mach,  ic  was  conflantly  1  tinning  off  by 
ftool.    Or  though  it  mould  not  actually 
purge,  yet,  from  its  particular  ftimulus, 
the  digeftive  organs,  with  whofe  ftate 
the  functions  of  the  body  are  fo  much 
connected,  are  more  apt  to  be  thrown 
into  diforder  ;  during  which  period,  the 
attempts   of  nature  to  relieve  herfelf 

againft 
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•■again ft  any   difeafe,   if  not  altogether 
prevented,  muft,  at  leaft,  be  extremely 
imperfect.    On  the  contrary,  if  calomel 
rs  rubbed  on  the  infide  of  the  mouth,  ie 
is  applied  to  a  furface,  which  happens  to 
be  alternately  expofed  to  heat  and  cold, 
and  to  confiderable  friction  in  chewing 
our  food  and  cleaning  our  teeth  ;  of 
courfe  to  a  Iefs  irritable  furface,  and  ca- 
pable even  of  bearing  moderate  friction. 
The  calomel  will  here  be  mixed  with  the 
faliva  during  the  friction,  will  be  diffufed 
over   the  whole  mouth,  and  abforbed 
from  the  infide  of  the  lips,  furfaces  of  the 
tongue,  roof  of  the  mouth  and  fauces,  as 
well  as  of  the  cheeks.    Thus,  its  firfl: 
effects  will  not  be  in  the  way  of  ftimulus 
on  the  primse  viae,  but  it  will  be  gra* 
dually  and  equally  applied  to  the  general 
fyftem.' 

We  cannot  difmifs  this  article  without 
acknowledging  that  Mr.  Clare  has  dif- 

covered 
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covered  a  method  of  adminiftering  mer- 
cury, which  affords  the  ftrongeft  reafon 
to  expect  that  it  will  be  productive  of 
great  advantages  in  practice;  and  the 
fingular  modefty  with  which  is  is  recom- 
mended by  the  author,  entitles  it  to  the 
more  candid  examination. 

Critical  Review  for  March  1779. 


Extrait  de  la  lettre  de  Mr. 
Cruik/hank  a  l'Egard  de  cette 
nouvelle  Methode,  &c. 

^  T  'Abforbtion  du  Calomel  de  Pin- 
i  J  terieur  de  la  Bouche,  felon  votre 
methode,  paroit  par  le  temoignage  de 
plufleurs  de  vos  malades,  inconteftable, 
Car  fi  vos  malades  fe  frottent  tous  les 
jours  avec  trois  grains  deCalomel  l'interi- 
eur  de  la  Bouche,  et  que  ces  trois  grains 
n'agacent  ni  purgent,  &  fi  le  commun 

effet 
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effet  des  trols  grains  introduit  dans 
l'Eftomac,  eft  qu'ils  pincent  &  purgent 
certainement,  alors  ii  faut  conelurre  que 
les  trois  grains  adminiftre  de  yotre  facon 
ne  foient  point  entres  dans  l'Eftomac, 
pendant  que  produifant  leur  effets  vifibles 
dans  la  maladie  pourlaquelle  ils  etoient 
appliques,  cela  demontre  clairement  qu'ils 
font  entres  dans  la  Circulation  ou  autre- 
ment,  qu'ils  ont  ete  abforbes  par  la  fur- 
face  3  laquclle  ils  etoient  appliques.  Un 
de  vos  malades  m'informa  qu'il  vous  vit 
pefer  huit  grains  de  Calomel,  qu'il  em- 
ployoit  toute  cette  quantite,  felon  votre 
methode,  a  la  fois,  &  qu'il  continua  ce 
procede  pendant  trois  matins  fans  etre 
indifpofe,  pince  ou  purge ;  fur  quelle 
autre  fuppofition  pourrons  nous  dire 
pourquoi  ceshuit  grains  de  Calomel  ne  le 
purgerent  ni  le  pincerent,  mais  parce 
qu'etant  abforbesdelabouche  ilsdevinrent 
plus  doux  dans  leur  operation,  de  la 
meme  maniere  comme  nous  favons  que 

C  le. 
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le  vif  Argent  fepare  devient  plus  doux, 
quand  il  eft  abforbe  de  la  peau  ?  Si  le 
Calomel  peut  etre  abforbe  felon  votre 
tnethode,  il  faut  qu'il  foit  le  procede  le 
plus  a  choifir,  parcequ  il  eft  moins  fujet 
d'irriter  l'Eftomac&  les  inteftins,  &  par 
la  purgation  a  detruire  fon  propre  effet 
qu'il  feroit  ft  fa  premiere  Action  devoit 
^tre  immediatement  portee  fur  ces  parties. 
II  y  a  quelques  preparations  de  Mercure 
que  l'On  pourroit  prendre  dans  l'Eftomac 
fans  l'irriter  trop,  pourvu  que  r Opium  y 
foit  adminiftre,  mais  il  y  a  beaucoup  de 
Conftitutions  qui  ne  peuvent  pas  fup- 
porter  I'Opium,  et  fi  le  mercure  ne  peut  pas 
etre  applique  proprement  fans  I'Opium,  il 
fautque  les  malades  d'un  tel  temparement 
foient  bien  malheureux,  tout  encore  fi  a 
la  premiere  particularity  de  Conftitution 
y  foit  jointe  un  autre,  ceft  a  dire,  une 
Antipathie  dans  la  peau  a  tout  chofe  qui 
eft  huileufe.    Combien  des  gens  autre 

fois 
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fois  vigoreux,  derivent  leur  Inteftins 
foibles  tendres  &  leur  Conftitution  in- 
firme,  da  mal  occafione  par  l'Operation 
du  Merc u re  fur  les  prima  via.  Or,  b 
Calomel  eft  il  ici  abforbe  de  la  Bouche 
ou  non ;  fuppofons  qu'il  foit  a&uelle- 
ment  porte  dans  l'Eftomac,  mais  que  la 
circonftance  de  l'y  etant  adminiftre  en 
forme  d'un.  liquide  repand  (a  qualite 
piquante  particuliere :  ou  que  cette 
Qualite.  piquante  adoucit  par  la  vifcofite 
de  la  Salive,  et  qu  ainfi  el le  devient  plus 
moderee  dans  Ton  Operation  ±  neanmoins 
le  fait  eft  que  le  Calomel  eft  actuellement 
plus  doux,  &  par  confequence  comme  la 
medicine  eft  approuvee  d'etre  egalement 
efficace,  cette  methode  doit  etre  preferee 
a.  tout  autre  mode  d'adminiftrer  le  mer- 
cure  en  dedans.  Quant  a  ceux  qui 
croyent  que  le  Calomel  foit  acluellement 
abforbe  de  l'interieur  de  la  bouche  & 
qu'il  ne  paffe  dans  l'eftomac  &  les  in- 
teftins, il  y  aura  encore  moins  de  doute 

C  2  & 
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a  legard  de  la  proprlete  d 'employer  cctte 
methode  plutot  que  dedonner  le  Calomel 
oo,  vraiment  aucune  autre  preparation 
ordinaire  du  mercure  en  msniere  de  mix- 
ture Bolus  ou  pilules ;  car  quoique  ccs 
preparations  recues  dans  1'eftomac  et  les 
Jnteftins  pouiffent  quelque  fois  etre  ab- 
foibesde  leur  furface  interieure  auffi  bien 
que  de  toute  autre  partie,  nori  obftant  de 
la  plus  grande  fenfibilite  de  ces  furfaces, 
l'irritation  deCalomeloudes  autres  prepa- 
rations pourroient  probablement  devoir 
trop  grande,  a  produire  l'lndifpofition, 
la  Colique  &  la  purgation,  &  peur  caufer 
a  les  jetter  hors  du  corps,  avantqii  il  y 
tut  un  terns  fuffiiant  pour  leur  Abforb- 
tion  ;  dans  ce  cas  il  y  a  grand  rifque  que 
le  reroede  ne  foit  entirement  perdu,  & 
qu'il  produiroit  fi  peu  d'efFet  fur  le  defor- 
dre  pour  lequd  il  etoi9  adminiftre, 
comme  la  Quina  feroit  dans  une  Fievre 
intermittante,  fi  au  lieu  de  refter  dans 
TEftomac,  il  pafieroit  continuellement 

par 
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par  en  bas :  ou,  quoiqu'il  ne  purgeroit 
pas  a&uellement,  neanmoins  par  foa 
irritation  particuliere,  les  Organes  de  la 
digeftion  avec  l'etat  defquelles  les  fonc- 
tions  du  corps  font  fi  etroitement  jointes, 
font  plus  fujettes  d'etre  jeltees  en  defordre, 
pendant  quelle  periode  les  efforts  de  la 
nature  pour  fe  debaralTer  d'aucun  defor- 
dre,  s'ils  ne  font  pas  prevenus  tous  en- 
femble,  il  faut  qu'ils  foyent  extremement 
imparfaits.  Tout  au  contraire,  fi  le 
Calomel  eft  frotte  {ur  1'interieur  de  la 
Bouche,  il  eft  applique  a  une  fin-face 
qui  eft  alternative  men  t  expofee  au  chaud 
et  au  ftoid,  et  a  un  frottement  coniider- 
able  en  machant  nos  Aliments,  &  en 
nettoyant  nos  dents ;  par  confequent  a 
une  furface  moins  fenfible,  et  meme 
capable  a  fupporter  une  friction  mode- 
ree ;  le  Calomel  fera  ainfi  mele  avec  la 
Salive  pendant  la  friction,  il  fera  repandu 
dans  tout  1'interieur  de  la  Bouche,  et 
abforbc  du  dedans  des  levres,  des  furfaces 
C  j  it 
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de  la  langue,  &  du  palais  de  h  Bouche 
&  des  machoires,  auffi  bien  que  des 
joues.  Ainfi  fes  premiers  efTets  ne  feront 
pas  en  forme  de  Stimulus  fur  les  prima  w>, 
mais  ils  feront  graduellement  et  egale- 
ment  appliques  au  Syfteme  general. 

P.  104  le  it.  Ed.— 187  le  2de.  Ed. 


A  N 

ESSAY 

ON  THE 

CURE  0/ ABSCESSES,  &c. 

UPON  former  occafions  of  review- 
ing medical  and  chirurgical  pub- 
lications, we  have  exprefTed  our  fenti- 
ments  with  refpect  to  the  utility  of  fuch 
communications,  it  is  therefore  needlefs 
to  repeat  them,  and  we  mail  only  obferve 
that  Mr.  Clare,  a  gentleman  eminent  in 

his 
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his  profeffion,  who  ferved  his  apprentice- 
lhip  to  the  celebrated  Mr.  Pott,  fenior 
furgeon  of  St.  Bartholomew's  hofpital, 
in  the  pamphlet  before  us,  plainly  de- 
monstrates that  great  improvements  have 
been  made  of  late  years  in  furgery  by  the 
Englifli  furgeons,  fo  that  they  may  now 
claim  that  fuperiority  which  was  given  to 
the  French  in  the  former  part  of  the 
prefent  century.  It  is  an  indifputable 
fact,  that  all  the  operations  of  furgery  in 
practice  amongft  the  ancients,  and  even 
with  the  moderns  till  of  late  years  were 
excruciating,  tedious,  and  auk  ward— in 
comparifon  of  the  lenient  methods  which 
now  prevail  in  England.  With  refpedt 
to  abfceffes,  the  firft  fubject  of  Mr. 
Clare's  attention,  they  were  generally 
opened  by  the  knife  in  England  and  in 
France ;  in  the  latter  it  is  (till  the  pre- 
vailing practice.  Corroding  medicines 
were  likewife  applied  to  the  fungus  ;  but 
this  practice  is  alfo  laid  afide,  and  lenient 

dreffings 
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dreffings  fubftituted.  "  Formerly,  fays 
Mr.  Clare,  whenever  any  enlarged 
glands  appeared  in  wounds,  it  was  the 
practice  to  attack  them  with  the  moft 
powerful  efcharotics,  and  where  thefe 
failed,  recourfe  was  had  to  extirpation  by 
ligature  or  the  fingers.  Thefe  glandular 
appearances  are  confidered  by  modern 
furgeons  as  no  unfavourable  fymptoms? 
and  often  form  the  bafis  of  a  cure,  when 
treated  with  lenity."  The  remarks  on 
precipitate  and  other  dreffings,  are  very 
judicious,  and  difcover  great  tendernefs, 
fenfibility,  and  humanity  for  thofe  who 
have  the  misfortune  to  ft  and  in  need  of 
chirurgical  operations.  Some  extraor- 
dinary cafes  are  related  to  mew  the  power 
of  nature  in  aiding  the  cure  of  wounds 
when  left  a  little  to  herfelf,.  and  alfo  of 
the  balfamic  quality  of  the  blood  for 
the  fame  purpofe,  and  Mr.  Clare  has  the 
candour  to  recommend  the  greateft  at- 
tention to  thefe  circumftances,  though 

againft 
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againfl:  the  intereft  of  his  profeflion. 
Inftead  of  Fryar's  balfam,  and  other 
painful  applications,  we  are  informed, 
that  preffing  the  Hps  of  the  wound  to- 
gether, and  clofing  it,  to  preclude  the 
air,  is  fufficient  in  common  cuts. 

But  we  muft  now  introduce  the  prin- 
cipal fubject  of  this  pamphlet,  which 
contains  a  difcovery  of  a  very  important 
nature  for  the  eafe  of  venereal  patients, 
who  abound  in  this  metropolis.  Being 
induced  from  obfervation  to  think  this 
difeafe  is  beft  fubdued  by  the  falivary 
difcharge,  and  convinced  that  chemical 
preparations  of  mercury  given  internally 
in  pills,  bolufes,  &c.  vellicate  and  injure 
the  ftomach  and  interlines,  Mr.  Clare 
determined  to  make  trial  of  another  me- 
thod founded  on  the  principal  of  abforp- 
tion.  No  furgeon  will  deny  the  abforp- 
tion  of  mercury  into  the  blood,  when 
applied  in  powder  to  a  fore  •,  a  part  which 

has 
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has  loft  its  covering,  the  external  (kin* 
This  led  him  to  orcer  his  patients  to  rub 
with  the  finger,  moiHened  with  faliva, 
three  or  four  grains  of  mercurii  dulcis 
fexties  fublimnti  (calomel)  every  clay  on 
the  infide  of  the  cheek,  on  and  round 
that  part  where  the  falivarj  duff  opens 
into  the  mouth,  and  the  difeafes  were 
cured.  One  or  two  grains  rubbed  in 
behind  the  preputium  or  the  labia,  will 
fometimes  give  a  mercurial  breath,  and 
a  flight  fpitting;  and  he  thinks  it  may 
act  in  this  manner  as  a  preventive  more 
to  be  relied  on,  in  our  opinion,  than 
thofe  that  are  daily  advertifed. 

The  nafty  dreadful  practice  of  mer- 
curial frictions  by  unction  in  fome  cafes, 
or  what  is  called  laying  down  in  a  faliva- 
tion,  is  avoided  by  this  new  method ;  it 
is  a  fortunate  circumftance  for  Mr.  Clare, 
that  he  has  communicated  this  improved 
method,  to  gentlemen  of  the  profeffion, 

of 
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of  the  mod  liberal  fentiments,  who  have 
generoufly  fupported  him  by  their  opi- 
nions in  favour  of  it.  To  Dr.  Hunter 
and  Mr.  Cruikfhank,  he  and  his  pa- 
tients are  greatly  indebted,  the  fenfible 
investigation  of  the  abforbent  fyftem  by 
the  latter,  forms  a  valuable  appendix  to 
this  pamphlet,  and  is  one  of  thofe  rare 
inftances  feldom  to  be  met  with  out  of 
Britain,  of  difinterefted  friendfhip,  and 
regard  for  the  welfare  of  mankind,  tak- 
ing the  place  of  thole  mean  paffions,  envy 
and  rivalry. 

Impartial  Review  of  New  Publications^ 
in  the  London  Magazine,  for  March  3 

l779< 
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A  Letter  from  Dr.  Krohn, 
Member  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Phyficmns  in  London,  and 
Phyfician  Man-Midwife  to 
the  Middlefex-Hofpital. 

To  Mr.   C  L  A  R  E>  Surgeon* 
Dear  Sir* 

ON  reading  you*  publication  on 
Mercury^  to  be  conveyed  into  the 
conftitutionby  abforption,  With  more  ad- 
vantage and  equal  fuccefs,  &c.  I  was  fo 
fcleat  d  with  the  idea,  that  I  determined 
to  try  it  the  firft  opportunity  Which  mould 
offer  itfelf,  ftrictly  following  your  mode* 
prefcribed. 

In  the  beginning  of  October  lafc  a  par- 
ticular friend  of  mine  from  the  country 
came  to  me,  then  about  a  month  ill  of  a 
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virulent  clwncrt,  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
the  ulcers  of  various  fizes,  deeply  feated, 
had  almoft  deftroyed  the  franum.  De- 
firous  of  my  advice,  I  prefcribed  your 
mercurial  liniment,  the  benefit  of  which 
he  very  foon  experienced,  by  recovering 
within  the  fpace  of  a  fortnight,  perceiv- 
ing not  the  fmalleft  inconvenience  from 
it's  ufe.  He  on  the  contrary  found  his 
bowels  perfectly  free  from  any  attack  on 
them,  the  ufual  attendant  on  former 
methods  of  treatment,  which  he  had  fre- 
quently experienced  previous  to  this  trial. 
No  kind  of  warn  or  application  whatfo- 
ever  was  ufed  for  the  ulcers,  which  not- 
withstanding grew  gradually  better  and 
healed.  I  law  him  but  very  lately,  when 
he  informed  me  that  he  had  not  had  the 
fmalleft  return  of  the  complaint  in  any 
Ihape. 


It  afforded  me  the  more  pkafure,  as 
he,  from  peculiar  circumftances,  was 
D  obliged 
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obliged  to  vifit  much,  and  to  go  into 
companies,  where  a  refervednefs  in  his 
manner  of  living  amonft  his  friends  muft 
inevitably  have  raifed  fuch  fufpicicns  as 
would  have  proved  prejudicial. 

Two  other  cafes  of  the  like  complaint 
have  fince  occurred  to  me,  in  both  fexes ; 
where  I  was  certain  of  its  full  and 
good  effect. — And  what  is  more  fur. 
prifwg,  is,  that  this  mode  feems  to  agree 
better  with  people  who  are  debauchees, 
having  had  a  mod  eflential  proof  of  this 
afTertion  in  the  one,  a  man  who  drank 
all  kind  of  ftrong  liquors,  was  fcarcely 
ever  in  bed  for  a  week  together,  and  that 
at  the  break  of  day,  and  much  expofed  to 
cold,  damp  and  moift  air. 

If  thefe  little  obfervations,  made  by 
me  in  confequence  of  your  difinterefted 
publication,  can  afford  you  any  fatisfac- 
tion,  I  will  in  future  do  myfelf  the  plea- 
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fure  to  communicate  what  (hall  fall  under 
my  infpe&ion,  with  the  utmoft  candour : 
Till  when,  I  remain  with  much  efteem, 

Dtar  Sir, 
Your  mod  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  KROl-iN. 

Southampton  Jlreet,  Covent- garden, 
March  i,  17S2. 


OF  THE 

VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

VARIOUS  attempts  have  been  made 
within  thefe  thirty  years  to  improve 
the  method  of  cure  in  the  Lues  Venerea. 
Some  practitioners  have  affirmed  that  the 
difeafe  may  be  totally  extirpated  without 
theufeof  mercury*  but  excepting  in  very 
flight  cafes,  it  appears  from  the  mod  ac- 
curate obfervations  that  this  grand  fpe- 

D  2  cific 
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cific  is  indifpenfable.  Salivation,  how- 
ever, which  was  formerly  fo  much  ufed, 
is  now  almoft  generally  exploded,  on  ac- 
count of  its  feverity.  The  foiution  of 
the  corrofive  fublimate,  which  has  been 
recommended  upon  the  authority  of 
Baron  Van  Swieten,  was  for  a  few 
years  greatly  employed,  but  as  its  repu- 
tation had  not  been  eftabliihed  upon  juft 
and  accurate  obfervations,  it  has  fince  loft 
all  its  celebrity.  It  was  feldom  ever  found 
t)  perform  a  radical  cure  \  and  the  fre- 
quent ufe  of  it  proved  in  many  cafes 
highly  prejudicial.  It  has  been  fucceed- 
ed  in  practice  by  Plenck's  remedy, 
which  confifts  of  quickfilver  extinguifhed 
with  gumarabic,  to  prevent  it  from  fan- 
vating.  The  method  of  curing  this  dif- 
cafe  by  fumigation  has  lately  been  much 
recommended  in  France,  but  feems  not 
to  meet  with  great  encouragement.  The 
moft  recent  propofal  for  the  cure  of  the 
venereal  difeafe,  is  that  of  Mr.  Clare, 

and 
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and  confifts  in  rubbing  a  fmall  quantity 
of  mercury  on  the  infjde  of  the  cheek; 
by  which  means  we  not  only  avoid  the 
inconveniencies  of  unttion,  but  the  pur- 
gative effe&s  that  are  often  produced  by 
this  medicine,  when  taken  into  the 
ftomach.— See  Dr.  Manning's  Frafiice 
of  Phyfic. 


One  of  the  Surgeons  to  the  Liverpool 
Infirmary  informs  me  that  he  has  lately 
cured  an  inveterate  Corona  Veneris  very 
expeditioufly  by  my  procefs-,  that  this 
was  the  only  opportunity  he  had  had  of 
ufing  mercury  in  this  way,  and  that  he 
intended  to  make  further  trial  of  this 
eafy  and  agreeable  method. 


A  Phyfician  at  Edinburgh,  diftinguifh- 
ed  for  his  medical  abilities  and  accurate 
obfervations  on  the  nature  of  difeafes  and 
their  cure,  has  lately  done  me  the  honour 
of  acquainting  me  by  letter,  that  he  has 
D  3  mad.: 
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made  a  number  of  experiments  in  the 
public  Infirmary  there,  to  afcertain  the 
merits  of  my  mode  of  administering  mer- 
cury ;  that  thofe  which  he  had  made  were 
in  favour  of  my  method  j  and  I  am  hap- 
py to  fay  that  the  experiments,  and  the 
conclnfions  to  be  drawn  from  them,  will 
in  due  time  be  fubmitted  to  public  in- 
fpection. 

I  return  my  fincere  thanks  to  this  and 
other  medical  gentlemen,  my  worthy 
friends  and  correfpondents,  at  different 
times  for  their  obliging  and  ufeful  com- 
munications, which  I  fhall  carefully  pre- 
fer ve,  and  fhall  reflect  always  with  pleafure 
on  thefe  honourable  teflimonies  of  difin- 
terefted  regard  and  love  of  fcience. 


I  take  this  firft  opportunity  of  making 
my  public  acknowledgments  to  the  in- 
genious Mr.  Sheldon,  Teacher  of  Ana- 
tomy, for  the  ufe  of  a  curious  preparation 

of 
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of  the  of  the  lips,  an  Engraving  6* 
which  is  to  be  had  with  the  Third  Edition 
of  my  Book,  printed  for  T.  Cadel  in  the 
Strand. 


A  Letter  from  Dr.  Buchan, 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Phyficians  at  Edinburgh, 
and  Author  of  Dome/lie 
Medicine. 

To  Mr.  CLARE,  Surgeon,  Chancery-Lane. 
Dear  Sir, 

I Thank  you  for  the  prefent  of  your 
Treatife  on  the  A7enereal  Difeafe, 
and  likewife  for  the  honour  you  have 
done  me  in  addreffing  to  me  your  letter, 
containing  Obfervations  on  the  'Nature  and 
Treatment  of  the  Variolous  Jbfcefs,  with 
Remarks  on  the  Modern  Praclice  of  Inocu- 
lation* 
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lation.  You  arc  juftly  entitled  to  the 
efteem  and  thanks  of  the  public  for  the 
pains  you  have  taken  to  alleviate  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  mankind  in  two  of  the  moil 
dreadful  difeafes  incident  to  human  na- 
ture. The  fmall-pox  fweeps  off  one 
fifth  of  the  human  fpecies  in  the  Hate  of 
infancy  ;  while  the  lues  venerea  commits 
its  filent  ravages  on  the  flower  and  vigour 
of  youth.  Yet  dreadful  as  thefe  calami- 
ties are,  they  admit  of  more  relief  from 
the  medical  art  than  any  other  difeafes 
with  which  we  are  acquainted.  For  the 
venereal  difeafe  we  are  in  poflcflion  of  a 
fpecific  remedy,  which  if  properly  applied, 
will  feldom  fail  to  perform  a  cure ;  and 
the  fmall-pox,  everyone  knows,  may  by 
inoculation  be  rendered  fo  mild  as  hardly 
to  defer ve  the  name  of  a  difeafe.  To  ex- 
tend the  practice  of  inoculation,  and  to 
point  out  the  moft  fafe  and  efficacious 
method  of  exhibiting  mercury,  mult 
therefore  be  confidered  as  two  of  the 

greateft 
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ereatelt  benefits  that  can  be  conferred  on 
mankind. 

Of  all  the  various  modes  of  exhibiting 
mercury  that  which  you  recommend 
feems  to  me  the  moft  fife,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  but  it  will  likewife  be  found  the 
moft  efficacious.    A  falfe  opinion  has- 
long  prevailed  that  every  medicine  ought 
to  be  taken  into  the  ftomach.    This  has 
done  much  mifchief.  Many  people  have 
fuch  an  averfion  to  medicine  of  all  kinds 
that  they  will  fuffer  any  thing  rather  than 
fwallow  a  finglc  dofe.    Others  have  fuch 
a  debility  of  the  Fifcera,  that  though  they 
can  fwallow  mercury,  yet  it  tears  their 
ftomach  and  bowels  to  pieces.    Of  this 
every  medical  practitioner  mnft  have  feen 
many  inftances.    There  are  few  perfons 
who  have  been  fo  unfortunate  as  to  take 
large  quantities  of  this  mineral  in  the 
ufyal  way,  who  do  not  exhibit  melancholy 
proofs  of  its  baneful  effects  on  the  ftomach 

and 
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and  bowels.  By  your  mode  of  adminif- 
tering  mercury  thefe  effects  are  obviated, 
white  it  is  much  more  cleanly  aixd  agree- 
able than  the  common  method  of  apply- 
ing it  to  the  fkin. 

With  regard  to  your  remarks  on  the 
modern  practice  of  Inoculation^  I  have 
only  to  obferve  that  they  entirely  coincide 
with  my  own  fenriments  on  that  fubject. 
Inoculation  can  never  prove  a  blefiing  to 
mankind  till  the  practice  becomes  gene- 
ral,-and  that  will  never  be  the  cafe  while 
it  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  faculty, 
i^ery  attempt  therefore  to  render  this 
operation  eafy  and  familiar,  and  to  fhew 
that  it's  fuccefs  does  not  depend  upon 
medical  fkill  and  addrefs,  either  in  pre- 
paring the  patient,  or  treating  the  difeafe, 
muft  be  highly  laudable.  Indeed  your 
whole  pamphlet  breathes  a  fpirit  of  libe- 
rality and  candor,  which  will  not  fail  to 
place  your  name  high  in  the  lift  of  thofe 

generous 
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generous  benefactors  of  fociety  who  have 
affifled  in  extending  the  advantages  of 
this  important  difcovery  to  mankind. 

Wifhing  you  all  fuccefs  in  your  endea- 
vours to  lefiVn  the  miferies  of  human 
life, 

I  remain, 

Dear  Sir, 
Moft  fincercly  your's, 

W.  BUCHAN; 

Norfolk  Jlreet,  Strand, 
051,  15,  178 1, 


Obfervations 
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Obfervatlons  on  the  Nature  and 
Treatment  of  the  variolous 
Abfcefs,  with  Remarks  on 
the  Modern  Practice  of  In- 
oculation, and  a  Review  of 
the  principal  Writers  on  that 
important  Subject. 

THIS  fmall  tract  is  thrown  into  the 
form  of  a  letter  to  Dr.  Buchan, 
author  of  that  ufcful  and  well  known 
book  intitled,  Domeftic  Medicine-,  and 
very  properly,  becaufe  it  purfues  the 
fame  line  of  public  utility,  being  calcula- 
ted to  facilitate  the  management  of  a  dif- 
eafe,  fo  common,  that  few  families  are 
without  it,  and  in  the  treatment  of  which 
domeftic  fkill  and  attention  are  frequent- 
ly more  requifite  than  medical  prefcrip- 
tions.  Mr.  Clare,  in  his  former  publi- 
cations, has  fhewn  himfelf  to  be  the  difin- 

terefted 


(   4i  ) 

terefted  friend  of  Nature,  a  fure  indica- 
tion (in  a  medical  profeffor)  of  a  liberal 
mind.  Upon  the  prefent  occafion,  he 
expands  the  benevolent  principle,  by  a 
rational  attempt  to  deliver  young  chil- 
dren and  other  perfons  from  the  fatigu- 
ing, complicated  preparations  by  diet, 
mercurials,  and  purges,  which  many  emi- 
nent medical  writers  have  judged  necef- 
fary  before  inoculation.  Baron  Dimfdale 
among  others.  Dr.  Buchan,  on  the  con- 
trary, has  aflerted — "  that  they  know 
very  little  of  the  matter,  who  impute  the 
fuccefs  of  modern  inoculators  to  any  fu- 
perior  fkiH  either  in  preparing  the  pa- 
tient, or  comunicating  the  difeafe.  And, 
that  whoever  is  poflefTed  of  common 
fenfe  and  prudence  may  perform  this 
office  for  his  children  whenever  he  ple&- 
fes,  provided  they  be  in  a  good  ftate  of 
health."  Mr.  Clare  having  been  long  of 
opinion,  that  preparation  is  not  necelTary, 
and  having  obferved,  that  it  fometimes 
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did  mifchlef,  was  willing  to  ftrengthen 
his  own  authority  by  that  of  Dr.  Buchan, 
and  both  combined,  we  imagine,  mult 
carry  great  weight  with  the  unprejudiced. 
Baron  Dimfdale  and  Dr.  Buchan  agree 
in  giving  the  preference,  as  to  the  time 
of  inoculation,  to  the  ages  of  from  two 
to  five  years ;  but  as  the  former  has  hint- 
ed, that  thofe  who  were  inoculated  under 
thole  ages  all  did  well,  and  Dr.  Buchan 
fays,  he  has  no  objection  to  inoculating 
infants  at  the  breaft,  Mr.  Clare  takes 
fome  pains  to  (hew  that  this  practice  is 
attended  with  many  advantages.  He 
alfo  expreffes  himfelf  in  ftrong  terms 
again  ft  the  pernicious  effects  of  purga- 
tives in  the  early  ftages  of  the  diftemper, 
and  againft  all  repellents,  which  prevent 
fuppuration.  There  are  many  other 
judicious  directions  fupported  by  the  beft 
authorities,  fuch,.  for  inftance,  as  Dr. 
Mead,  and  by  the  practice  of  St.  Bartho- 
lomew's hofpital,   during  feven  years, 

when 
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when  Mr.  Clare,  attended  it  tending 
to  fhew,  that  Nature  fhould  be  permit- 
ted to  do  her  own  work,  and  that  little 
or  no  medicine  ought  to  be  adminiftered 
either  preparatory  to,  or  during  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  difeafe.  The  practice  of 
inoculation  under  thefe  circumftances, 
is  likewife  ftrongly  recommended  as  a 
national  benefit. 

Impartial  Review  of  New  Publications, 
in  the  London  Magazine*,  for  Oflober, 
1 781. 
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Since  the  publication  of  my  letter  to 
Dr.  Buchan  I  have  been  favoured  from 
various  parts  of  the  country  with  accounts 
of  the  increafing  and  fuccefsful  practice 
of  Inoculation,  and  I  am  happy  in  an  op- 
portunity of  alluring  the  public  from  the 
fame  authority,  that  the  preparatory  pro- 
cefs  is  every  where  daily  lofing  ground  in 
this  kingdom.  Dispensaries  are  now 
eflablifhed  in  feveral  capital  towns*, 
and  meet  with  the  greater*  fuccefs.  In 
defiance  of  the  want  of  judgment  in  fome 
and  the  narrow  prejudices  rooted  in  the 

minds 

*  In  autumn  1781a  plan  was  fubmitted  to  the 
public  in  Liverpool  for  the  general  inoculation  of 
the  poor— The  faculty  propofed  to  perform  it 
gratis  at  half  yearly  periods,  viz.  March  and 
October. — Their  firft  trial  was  made  in  Odober 
laft,  when  out  of  four  hundred  and  fixtcen  inocu- 
lated, only  one  was  lof.—Qi  thefe  one  hundred  and 
forty-fix  were  under  one  year  old,  ninety-one 
between  one  and  two  years,  one  hundred  and 
feventy  above  two  years  but  under  puberty,  and 
nine  adults. 


(   45  ) 

minds  of  others,  daily  experience  evinces 
that  thefe  inftitutions  are  practicable, 
fafe,  and  highly  beneficial  to  the  commu- 
nity. For  thefe  benefits,  particularly  the 
laft,  the  public  are  indebted  to  the  bene- 
volent and  indefatigable  labours  of  Dr. 
Lettfom,  the  firft  inftitutor  of  them  in  this 
city,  and  to  Drs.Buchan  and  Black,  whofe 
printed  communications  on  this  import- 
ant fubjeft  will  pe  rpetuate  their  fame. — 
With  refpeft  to  preparation^^  dangerous 
evils  of  which  practice  have  been  repeat- 
edly fet  forth,  it's  warmeft  advocates  rind- 
ing the  ground  untenable,  have  no  longer 
the  confidence  to  defend  it  againft  the 
accurate  experiments  of  Dr.  Watfon,  the 
weighty  arguments  of  Drs.  Black  and 
Buchan,  and  the  common  fenfe  of  man- 
kind. 
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PREFACE. 

'T^HERE  are  two  very  different  methods 
of  curing  the  Gonorrhoea,  the  one 
wholly  by  internal  medicines,  the  other 
principally  by  injection.  The  former  is 
generally  a  very  uncertain  and  difagreeable 
procefs,  the  latter  is  both  expeditious  and 
fate,  but  dreaded  by  many  perfons  on  ac- 
count of  a  falfe  idea  which  lias  long  pre- 
vailed. This  ill  founded  notion  it  is  my 
bufinefs  at  prefent  to  confute  by  feveral 
arguments  fupported  by  quotations  from 
Authors  of  diftinguifhed  credit. 

Mr.  Pott  recommends  the  advice  given 
by  Lord  Bacon  to  a  ftudent,  u  to  confider 
one  difeafe  at  a  time,  and  to  become  tho- 
roughly acquainted  with  that,  before  he 

B  2  under- 


I    iv  ] 

undertakes  another." .  He  further  obferve*, 
*f  that  the  only  means  by  which  true  and 
ufeful  knowledge  is  to  be  obtained  in 
every  part  of  furgery,  are  a  competent 
knowledge  of  the  anatomical  ftrudture  of 
the  human  frame,  a  clofe  attention  to 
the  fymptoms  of  difeafes  in  the  living, 
and  a  minute  examination  of  the  appear- 
ances in  the  dead  :  thefe  are  the  great  foun- 
tains  of  all  medical  knowledge."  Mr.  Pott 
has  here  pointed  out,  in  a  very  judicious 
manner,  the  path  which  every  chirurgical 
pradtitioner  and  writerjhould  purfue,  who 
undertakes  to  explain  the  true  nature, 
feat,  and  cure  of  any  bodily  diforder. 

Chancery-Lane, 
January  i,  1783, 
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A 

TREATISE 

'  O  N    T  H  E 

GONORRH  OE A. 


rJ~1HE  part  principally  affected  by  the 
■     Gonorrhoea  is  the  penis,  which  con- 
lifts  of  three  parts  ;  two  of  which  are  called 
corpora  cavernofa,  and  lie  on  each  fide,, 
and  a  third,  which  is  fituated  underneath, 
named  corpus  fpongiofum  urethra?,  con- 
Ming  of  the  bulb  and' membranous  part, 
continued  on  to  the  bladder,  and  termina- 
ting at  the  other  extremity  in  the  corona,, 
or  glans  penis.     The  urethra  has  three 
glands,  which  were  difcovered  by  Cowper,. 
and  called-  mucous  glands,  from  the  tena- 
city of  the   liquor  which  they  feparate. 
There  are  alfo  two,  (or -rather  one,)  about 
the  fize  of  a  nutmeg,  they  lie  at. -the  neok 

of 


of  the  bladder,  between  the  veficulas  femi- 
nales  and  penis,  under  the  ofla  pubis,  al- 
moft  within  the  pelvis  of  the  abdomen  ; 
they  feparate  a  limpid  glutinous  humour, 
which  is  carried  into  the  urethra  by  feveral 
dudts,  which  enter  near  thofe  of  the  pro- 
ftatze.  The  two  fir  ft  of  Cowper's  glands- 
are  about  the  bignefs  of  a  French  bean,  of 
a  depreffed  oval  figure,  and  a  yellowifh 
colour  like  the  proftatse,  being  on  each 
fide  the  bulb  of  the  urethra,  a  little  above 
it.  Their  excretory  duds  arife  from  the 
internal  furface  next  the  inner  membrane 
of  the  urethra,  into  which  they  open  a  little 
lower  by  two  diftindr.  orifices,  juft  below 
the  curvature  of  the  ofla  pubis  in  perinaso,. 
where  they  difcharge  a  tranfparent  vifcous 
liquor.  The  third  mucous  gland  is  a 
fmall  conglobate  yellowim  gland,  like  the 
former,  but  fomewhat  lefs,  fituated  above 
the  angle  of  the  flexure  of  the  urethra,  un- 
der the  ofla  pubis,  in  the  perineum,  near 
the  anus :  it  has  two  excretory  duels,  which 
enter  the  urethra  obliquely,  a  quarter  of  an 
inch  below  the  two  former,  and  difcharges- 
a  liquor  like  them  both  in  colour  and  cori- 
fiflence. 

The  feat  of  the  Gonorrhoea  in  women  is  • 
the  vagina,  which  is  affeded  with  a  dif- 
charge 
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charge  like  that  of  the  urethra  in  men.  It 
lies  between  the  bladder  and  inteftinum 
rectum,  and  has  ruga?,  under  which  are 
fmall  glands,  whofe  excretory  ducts  are 
called  lacunas.  Thefe  glands  feparate  a 
mucilaginous  flimy  liquor  to  lubricate  the 
vagina,  and  are  the  feat  of  the  Gonorrhoea 
in  this  fex,  as  the  glands  in  the  urethra  are 
in  the  male.  The  meatus  urinarius  being 
a  very  fhort  paffage,  the  heat  and  fcalding 
is  confequently  much  lefs  than  in  the  men. 

"  A  Gonorrhoea  from  the  urethra  in  a 
<c  man,  begins  with  an  uneafinefs  about  the 
"  parts  of  generation,  together  with  an  ap- 
"  pearance  of  a  little  whitifli  matter,  about 
"  the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  a  little  fwelling 
"  and  fometimes  rednefs  there,  and  a  flight 
"  pungency  upon  the  evacuation  of  urine. 
"  The  whitifh  matter  foon  increafes  in 
"  quantity,  the  inflammation  about  the 
"  end  of  the  urethra  becomes  more  evident, 
"  and  for  the  moft  part  there  is  now  a  ten- 
"  fion  and  hardnefs  through  the  whole  of 
"  it,  a  fwelling  of  the  lacunas,  and  a  fen- 
"  fation  of  ftriclure  in  the  penis,  particu- 
<{  larly  on  erection.  The  matter  flill  in- 
*'  creafes,  flows  out,  and  grows  thinner, 
"  lofes  all  its  adhefivenefs,  and  is  of  a 
«  yellow,  or  greenifh  colour.     There  is 

now 
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?  now  always  a  red  fiefs  about  the  end 
"  of 'the  canal    often  a  pain  from  the  dif- 
"  tention  of  the- urethra,  during  the  eva- 
"  cuation  of  urine,  and  a  much  ieverer  to- 
"  wards  the  orifice,  from  its  famulus,  with 
«'  an  increafe  of  the  rednefs  juft  after  it  is 
fl  evacuated.    The  inflammation  prevents 
"  the  extenfion  of  the  urethra  in  erection, 
f(  fo  that  the  penis  is  at  that  time  curved 
*<  downwards  with  great  pain,  which  is  in- 
*c  creafed  if  it  be  raifed  towards  the  belly, 
"  and  the  ftimulus  occafions  it  often  to  be 
«f  erected,  efpecially  when  warm  in  bed*.'* 
1  believe  it  would  generally  be  efteemed 
rood  practice  on  this  occafion  to  give  nitre 
m  confiderable  quantity,  a  purging  elec- 
tuary,  pill,   or  falts,  and  to  take  blood 
freely  from  the  patient ;  alfo  to  direct  large 
quantities  of  diluting  liquors,  and  further  to 
recommend  a  find  regimen  and  abftinence 
from  particular   meats,   vegetables,  and 
ftrong  liquors.    The  qUeftion  is,  are  fuch 
medicines   and  reftriction  neceffary  ?  In 
my  humble  opinion  they  are  not,  and 
they  appear,  upon  the  whole,  to  do  more 
harm  than  good,  as  I  lhall  endeavour  to 
4cmonftrate  from  the  experience  of  thole 


*  Dr.  Fordyces  Elements  of  Phytic. 
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who  are  well  qualified  to  give  an  opinion  in 
a  matter  of  this  kind,  and  alfo  from  my 
own  obfervation  and  practice. 

Dr.  Cullen  remarks,  "  that  purgatives 
not  only  inflame  the  rectum,  but  alio  extend 
their  irritation  to  the  urethra."  May  not 
chordee  and  priapifm  then  often  be  attri- 
buted to  this  caufe  ? 

Dr.  Fordyce  recommends  H  increasing 
thefecretion  a  little,  by  fuch  gentle  pur- 
gatives as  procure  only  two  or  three  evacu- 
ations a  day."— But  who  can  enfure  his 
patient  two  or  three  ftools  only  in  a  day  ? 
The  inteftines  being  once  put  into  motion, 
will  not  accommodate  themfelves  exactly 
to  our  wiih  or  convenience.  Happily  for 
the  patient,  it  is  certain  that  even  gentle 
purging  may  be  difpenfed  with  on  thefe 
occafions. 

He  adds,  «  that  fevere  purging  often 
augments  the  inflammatory  fymptoms, 
brings  on  ftrangury  and  exulcerations  gives 
occafion  to  inflammation  of  the  teftidcs; 
and  other  neighbouring  parrS)  or  it  flops5 
the  running  before  the  infection  is  wafhed 
on,  and  the  Gonorrhoea  either  returns  in  a 
tew  da}'s,  or  exulcerations  take  place." 

1  he  Doctor  further  obferves,  *<  rhatldncr 
continued  purging  is  apt  to  weaken  th§ 

ftomach 
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ftomach  and  inteftines,  to  hurt  the  di- 
aeftion,  to  produce  obftinate  gleets,  and 
leave  hypochondriacal  fymptoms,  particu- 
■  larly  in  irritable  or  melancholic  habits." 

Many  more  authorities  might  be  adduced 
in  proof  of  the  bad  effects  of  a  courfe 
of  purgatives  in  thefe  cafes,  which  are 
o-enerally  of  confiderable  duration,  when 
Treated  in  this  manner.    Neither  are  anti- 
phlogiftic  remedies  to  be  depended  upon, 
as  they  fometimes  produce  the  very  contra- 
ry effect  to  what  was  expected  from  them: 
-amongft  the  firft  of  thefe  is  nitre,  in  inflam- 
matory diforders.   Dr.  Lewis,  a  late  writer 
of  no  fmall  credit,  reckons,  that  nitre  often 
o-ives  relief  in  ftranguries,  and  heat  of  urine, 
Sroceeding  either  from  a  fimple  or  a  vene- 
real taint  5  and  indeed  the  greateft  part  of 
practitioners  have  always  given  it,  and  itill 
continue  to  give  it  in  the  venereal  ardor 

urlna.  0 

«  This  practice,  however,  fays  Dr.  Hope 
«  in  his  lectures  on  the  Materia  medica,  I 
«  am  apt  to  believe  has  taken  its  rife  from 
«<  the  name  of  ardor  having  always  been 
Si  given  to  the  pain  in  evacuating  the  urine, 
«  during;  the  time  of  a  venereal  inflamma- 
«  tion  of  the  urethra,  and  the  name  and 
«  virtues  of  a  cooler,  having  always  been 
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*c  attributed  to  this  fait.    But  it  is  certain 
"  that  the  urine  paffed  during  the  time  of 
"  a  venereal  inflammation  is  no  warmer 
than  at  other  times,  and  therefore  to 
<e  prefcribe  a  cooler  to  allay  the  heat  of  it, 
<e  is  abfurdc  and  I  am  perfuaded,  that  on 
ce  a  free  and  candid  examination  of  this 
"  matter,  it  will  be  found,  that  nitre  has 
"  not  the  fmallell  power  of  alleviating  the 
£t  pain  which  is  then  felt ;  for  I  have  given 
"  it  in  all  the  different  flages  of  this  difeafe, 
"  in  fmall  and  in  large  dofes ;  but  from  the 
s<  fole  ufe  of  it  in  a  great  number  of  trials, 
*e  have  never  been  able  to  obferve  that  it 
<e  afforded  the  leaft  relief.    Nor,  when  we 
<c  confider  the  caufe  of  that  pain,  and  the 
ec  effects  of  nitre,  have  we  any  reafon  to 
"  expecl:  it ;  for  the  pain  certainly  proceeds 
*'  from  the  acrid  falts  in  the  urine,  flimu- 
4t  lating  the  inflamed  or  excoriated  urethra  ; 
"  and  a  folution  of  nitre  applied  to  any  ex- 
"  coriated  part  always  gives  confiderable 
"  pain.    Experiments  affure  us,  that  on 
"  taking  nitre  into  the  flomach,  the  urine 
"  becomes  impregnated  with  ir.'  The  larger 
"  therefore  the  dofes  are,  the  ftronger  will 
"  this  impregnation  be,  and  the  greater 
"  ftimulus  added  to  the  urine  ;  fo  that  we 
«  may  fenfibly  conclude,  that  this  fait  will 

C  «  rather 


[    14  ] 


«{  rather  augment  than  diminifli  the  pain  in 
<c  evacuating  it.  The  Doctor  further  re- 
i(  marks,  that  there  are  many  weak  and 
"  delicate  ftomachs  which  cannot  bear 
"  the  cold  it  produces,  and  others  in 
et  whom  it  always  creates  ficknefs  and 
i(  naufea." 

Befides  the  difagreeable  circumftance  of 
taking  great  quantities  of  naufeous  me-^ 
dicines,  we  find  there  is  the  greateft  un- 
certainty as   to  their  real  efTedts  on  the. 
difeafes  they  are  intended  to  remove.  A 
powder  or  medicine  of  any  kind,  applied  to 
blood  in  a  bafon,  may  vifibly  affect  that 
fluid,  and  render  it  thin  or  thick;  yet. 
being  taken  into  the  ftom.ich,  and  poffibly 
from  thence  into  the  circulation,  it  may. 
have  a  very  different  effect  on  the  circula- 
ting fluids,  or  perhaps  none,  having  un- 
dergone a  material  alteration  in  its  courfe. 

A  late  celebrated  Lecturer  on  the  Mate- 
ria Medica,  difcourfing  with  his  puprls  on 
the  powerful  operations  of  mucilaginous 
medicines  in  the  alleviation  of  the  pain 
arifing  from  the  ftone  in  the  bladder,  re- 
marked that  fuch  medicines  were  extremely 
ufeful  where  the  ftone  was  of  the  mulberry 
kind,  and  apt  to  vellicate  the  coats  of  the 
bladder.    He  told  them  the  ropy  mucilage 

would 
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would  envelope  the  ftone,  and  make  a  uni- 
formly fmooth  furface,  entirely  depriving 
it  of  its  afperities,  and  confequently  or'  its 
power  of  hurting  the  bladder. 

It  is  difficult  for  one  converfant  with  the 
mechanifm  of  the  human  body,  and  the 
operation  of  medicine,  to  conceive,  that  a 
mucilage  given  by  the  mouth  will  arrive 
at  the  bladder  in  that  ftate.    We  are  cer- 
tain that  particular  remedies  will  Simulate 
particular  parts :  balfam  of  capivi,  for  in- 
tfance,  being  abforbed,  is  known  to  af- 
fett  the  kidmes  and  bladder,  by  the  ftrong 
odour  it  imparts  to  the  urine ;  but  we  do 
not  find  this,  or  any  other  medicine,  ex- 
cept quickfilver,  will  pafs  off  in  the  fame 
form  in  which  it  is  adminiftered  by  the 
mouth.   This  balfam  is  very  much  efteem- 
ed  for  its  great  virtues,  particularly  in  cer- 
tain ftages  of  the  Gonorrhoea,  but  it  is  fo 
very  difagreeable,  on  account  of  its  oily 
and  bitter  quality,  as  well  as  its  fmell,  that 
fome  patients  are  foon  difgufted  with  it 
and  others  will  not  be  prevailed  upon  to 
take  it  at  all  ;  we  cannot  therefore  think 
it  ftrange,  that  many  gentlemen  mould 
often  prefer  injcdions  to  all  other  means, 
which  do  not  appear  to  produce  tffe&s  in 
any  degree  equal  to  the  trouble  which-at- 

C  a  tend;? 
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tends  them.  It  muft  be  acknowledged 
that  patients  often  fuffer  more  from  the 
remedy  than  the  diforder ;  they  are  often 
more  emaciated,  weak,  and  pallid  in  their 
countenance,  (circumftances  which  fre- 
quently lead  to  difagreeable  discoveries,) 
from  the  operations  of  purgatives  in  the 
fpace  of  one  week,  than  they  would  have 
been  in  a  month,  if  there  had  been  no 
attempt  made  to  check  the  progreis  of  this 
diforder. 

There  are  many  people  who  have  not 
leifure  to  purfue  the  feveral  dire&ions  and 
prefcriptions  given  by  practitioners;  and 
if  they  could  find  time,  they  would  have 
but  little  inclination  to  undergo  fo  much 
fatigue  and  trouble.  Such  tedious  pro- 
cefies  are  very  ill  contrived  for  the  mul- 
titude, who  muft  be,  and  are  daily  cured  by 
means  much  more  eafy,  expeditious,  and  quite 
as  effectual;  and  if  One  clals  of  men  are 
cured  in  this  manner,  why  mould  not  all 
enjoy  the  fame  benefit  ? 

I  have  afferted,  that  a  regimen,  or  par- 
ticular diet,  is  not  neceffary  in  the  cure  of 
the  Gonorrhoea,  when  treated  in  the  man- 
ner here  recommended.  Some  have  afked, 
if  the  diforder  is  not  inflammatory,  and  it 
Hying  low  is  not  indifpenfibly  neceflary 
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in  every  complaint  of  this  kind  ?  It  may1 
be  faid  in  reply,  that  this  is  a  local  inflam- 
mation, which  yields  at  once  to  a  cooling 
detergent  liquid  applied  to  the  part;  whillt 
internal  medicines  are  commonly  flow  and 
uncertain  in  removing  it. — When  mercury 
does  not  pafs  into  the  ftomach,  there  is  no 
occafion  to  enjoin  reftrictions  with  refpedt 
to  diet,  fince  no  difagreement  can  then 
happen ;  patients  may  Jive  in  the  fame 
manner  as  at  other  times,  only  avoiding 
excefs. 

Dr.  Hugh  Smith,  who  is  an  advocate  for 
vitriolic  injections,  afferts,  ""That  a  Go- 
norrhoea, if  taken  in  the  beginning,  may 
generally  be  cured  in  a  fortnight,  without 
any  injuty  to  the  conftitution,  or  any  ill' 
effects  whatsoever*." 

I  have  met  with  the  greateft'fuccefs  in1 
the  cure  of  this  complaint  from  the  fame' 
fort  of  injections,  and  find  they  anfwer 
much  better  than  mercurial  ones",  which' 
depofit  a  considerable  fediment,  and  being 
conveyed  into  the  urethra,  caufe  irritation 
and  pain  in  that  tender  paffage. 

The  injection  mould 'be  applied  cold, 
rather  than   warm,  (as  •  cold  braces  and 

*  Dr.  Smith's  Formulae  Mc'dicamentorum. 
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warmth  relaxes,)  which  I  find  often  com-- 
pleres  the  cure  in  much  lefs  than  a  fort- 
night, the  time  mentioned  by  the  Doctor. 

If  the  injection  caufes  any  more  than  a 
flight  fenfation  of  fmart  or  pain  in  the  paf- 
fage,  it  is  evidently  too  much  impregnated 
with  vitriol,  and  the  folution  mutt  be  made 
weaker,  as  the  irritation  of  the  liquor  would 
increale  the  fymptoms  inftead  of  diminim.- 
ing  them. 

The  great  objection  to  this  fort  of  prac- 
tice is  raifed  on  the  fuppofition  that  In.- 
jeftions  are  apt  to  produce  firitture  in  the 
Urinary  pafiage,  This  idea,  I  apprehend, 
is  not  well  founded ;  having  enquired  of 
many  different  people  who  have  been 
troubled  with  ftriftures,  if  they  had  ufed 
injections  for  the  cure,  and  was  generally 

anfwered  in  the  negative.  1  am  much. 

inclined  to  think  with  Doctor  Fordyce,. 
*«  That  when  a  gonorrhea  continues  long,, 
it  fometimes  produces  a  fin 'flare  in  the 
part.''  Inflammation  is  naturally  difpo- 
fed  to  produce  contraction  and  ftrifiure  in. 
the  different  facculi  and  palTages  of  the 
body,  as  well  as  in  the  urethra  :  therefore 
we  may  conclude,  that  evils  are  often  at- 
tributed to  Injeftions,  which  in  fact  owe 

their 
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their  origin  to  other  caufes  *.  The  fame- 
gentleman  juftly  obferves,  that  omitting 
the  injection  once  or  twice  will  often  make 
k  fail  of  curing,  when  it  would  have  other- 
wife  produced  that  effedtf.  He  likewife- 
remarks,  that  patients  treated  ^n  this  man- 
ner, are  lefs  liable  to.  inflammation  of  the 
tefticles,  or  of  the  glands  in  the  groin  (or 
to  chancres)  or  Jiritlures.  Thefe  obfervar 
tions  are  certainly,  founded  on  fad:.  It  is. 
the  general  opinion,  that  fmall.  dofes  of 
mercury  ought  to  accompany  the  Injeftion* 
See  Fordyce,  Saunders,  Smith,  and  others. — 
Conformably  to  this  idea,  I  give  a>  grain  o£ 
mercurial  powder,  and  apply  it  to  the  cu- 
ticular  furfaces  of  the  lips,  or  the  tongue,, 
and  at  the  fame  time  make  ufe  of  the  vi- 
triolic, in  preference  to  every  other  Injetlion*. 
Though  I  have  made  repeated  trials  of  fe- 

*  If  the  long-duration  of  this  dirtemper  produces  ftric- 
tures  and  obftruftions,  then  what  removes  the  dilorder. 
quickly,  mult  undoubtedly  prevent  the  above  evils,  in- 
Head  ot  caufing  them. 

,  %  !f  Injrfjion  Ihould  not  produce  the  defired  ef- 
tea,  u  will  be  right  to  enquire  if  the  urine  paMes  fic.-ly, 
and  whether  it  div.de.s  into  two  fjrpaffls,  or  more  ,  or 
whefher  it  comes  out  twifled,  like  a  cork-fcrcw.  '  In 
thele  cafes  it  is  not  likely  the  Injection  Ihould  eff-ft 
us  purpofe,   being    unable    to    pafs  •    rrrmirf,-  „  X 
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veral",  I  know  of  n'o  other  which  would 
remove  thediforder  in  twice  the  time  which- 
this  does ;  but  there  are  fome  that  would 
not  fucceed'at  all,  and  rather  aggravate  the 
fymptomSi 

•  It  is  now  proved  by  a  repetition  of  in- 
genious experiments,  and  generally  admit- 
ted, that  the  difcharge  in  a  Gonorrhea  pro- 
ceeding-from  the  uiethra,  is  not  pus,  but' 
mucus.    Pus  is-  the  matter  which  proceeds- 
from  wounds  and  ulcers,  but  mncus  comes 
from  furfaces  not  ulcerated,  though  fome- 
times  inflamed.    Dr.  Hunter  fays,  he  has- 
often  diffe&ed  the  urethra  of  perfons  who* 
have  died,  having  the  Gonorrhcea  at  thar 
time,  and  he  adds,  that  he  never  disco- 
vered any  ulcer  in  the  paffage.    Mucus  is, 
in  itfelf,  an  innocent,  mild  fluid,  but  ca- 
pable of  acquiring,  virulence  •  and  acrimo- 
ny from  contagious  infedtion.  . 
"  The  Gonorrhoea  is  an   increafed  and 
virulent  dilcharge  from  the  mucous  glands  * 
of  the  urinary    paffage..     Mucus,  when- 
untainted,,  is  tranfparent.  like  the  white' 
of  an  egg,  appears  as  a  drop  fomctim-cs- 
at  the  orifice   of    the  urethra .  next  the 
glands,  is  of  a  mucilaginous  vifcidity,  and 
5b  ufe  is  to  fheathe  and  defend  the  paffage 
*  DcfciikU  in  Pages  j  and  i . 

from 


[  *I  ] 


from  the  irritating  falts  conveyed  in  the 
urine.  It  refembles  the  fluid  in  the  eye, 
which  is  fecreted  in  fmall  quantity,  but 
when  the  lachrymal  gland  is  Simulated  by 
grief,  duft,  or  other  offending  fubftance, 
the  difcharge  becomes  copious  and  fome- 
times  acrid. 

Darwin  obferves,  in  his  experiments 
on  pus  and  mucus,  "  That  whenever 
the  fecretion  of  any  fluid  is  increafed, 
there  is  at  the  fame  time  an  increafed 
heat  in  the  part."  The  fame  gentleman 
obferves,  that  "  the  catarrhal  humour 
from  the  noflrils  of  fome  who  ride  in 
frofly  weather,  and  the  tears  which  run 
down  the  cheeks  of  thofe  who  have  an  ob- 
flrucYion  of  the  punfta  lachrymalia,  are 
ealily  diftinguiflied  from  others,  by  their 
abounding  in  ammoniacal  or  muriatic  falts, 
whence  they  inflame  the  circumjacent  ikin: 
thus  in  the  catarrh,  the  upper  lip  becomes 
red  and  fwelled  from  the  acrimony  of  the 
mucus,  and  patients  complain  of  the  falt- 
nefs  of  its  tafte.  The  eyes  and  cheeks  are 
red  with  the  corrofive  tears,  and  the  ichor 
of  fome  herpetic  eruptions  erodes  far  and 
wide  the  contiguous  parts,  and  is  pungent- 
Jy  fait  to  the  tafte,  as  fome  patients  have 
informed  him.'' 

When 
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When  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
nofe  is  ftimulated  by  a  violent  coid,  or 
other  caufe,  we  often  fee  an  extraordinary 
quantity  of  difcharge  from  that  organ  ; 
yet  no  one  fufpedls  the  existence  of  any 
ulcers  there,  and  I  have  often  obftrved, 
that  the  difcoloured  mucus  of  that  part 
bears  fo  ftrong  a  refemblance  to  the  viru- 
lent difcharge  in  the  gonorrhoea,   that  it 
would  frequently  perplex  perfons  conver- 
fant  in  thefe  matters  to  diftinguifh  two 
handkerchiefs,  the  one  from  the  other,  when' 
flamed  with  the  refpedtive  mucus.  Either 
of  thefe  fluids  having  acquired  acrimony 
will  inflame,  and  fometimes  flightly  exco- 
riate irritable  nervous  membranes.  Thefe 
excoriations  generally  heal  of  themfelves, 
and  when  they  do  not,  no  one  hefitates 
to  apply  repellent  and  healing  medicines 
to   the'  part,    without   even  the  fmaHeft 
fufpicion  of  any  bad  confequence.  With 
ulcers  the   cafe   is   very  different,  there 
being  the  greateft  reafon  to  apprehend 
danger  from  the  abforption  of  matter  into 
the  circulation.    Writers  of  good  credit 
affcrt,  that  a  drop  of  acrid  pus,  abforbed 
into  the  blood,  affe&s  all  the  fluids,  ftimu- 
lates  the  veffels,  and  is  capable  of  produ- 
cing Violent  diforders,  fuch  as  putrid  fe- 

,  vers, 
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vers,  &c.  Imprefled  with  fuch  a  belief, 
no  thinking  man,  in  this  or  any  age, 
would  adopt  a  practice  at  once  fo  irrational 
and  dangerous  :  but  as  the  difcharge  is 
merely  mucus,  and  has  no  concern  with  the 
fyftem  or  animal  oeconomy,  it  may  be  fafely 
warned  away,  like  any  other  fordes,  or  filth 
from  the  furfaces  of  the  body,  by  injec- 
tions, which  are  not  only  far  more  expedi- 
tious in  producing  their  effects,  but  alfo 
appear,  on  a  due  comparifon  of  the  merits 
of  each,  to  pofiefs  another  advantage,  that 
of  being  a  more  cleanly,  fafe,  and.  agreeable 
method  of  cure,  than  any  other  whatfoever. 
I  have  only  to  add  in  this  place,  that  I  am 
confirmed  more  and  more  in  the  ufe  of  in- 
jections, which  entirely  anfwer  the  above 
description  and  commendation. 
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A 

BRIEF  ACCOUNT 

OF  THE 
REMEDIES  tfi  USE  for  the  CURE 

OF    T  It  E 

LUES  VENEREA, 

FROM  ITS 

Firft  Appearance  in  Europe. 

TH  E  cure  of  this  diforder,  which  lias 
now  prevailed  all  over  Emype  near 
three  centuries,  has  not  been  fo  much  i ap- 
proved by  the  profeffion  as  might  ha-^e 
been  expedted  duringfo  long  a  period/  It 
raged  for  feveral  years  uncontrolled,  be- 
fore an  effectual  remedy  for  it  was  difco- 
vered.  After  the  antidote  for  this  poifon 
was  found  to  ex'ift  in  mercury,  yet  Hill 
fo  very  unfortunate  was  the  applicat  or 
•of  it,  that  many  lives  were  Joft  by  ta- 
Hvations,  ihocking  to  relate,   in  confe- 

D  quenee. 
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quence  of  the  want  of  fufficient  know- 
ledge of  the  nature  and  qualities  of  this 
mineral,  in  the  practitioners  of  thofe 
times. 

<£  The  firfl  attempts  of  the  cure  of  vene- 
real maladies,  by  this  remedy,  were  learned 
from  the  Arabians,  who  having  recom- 
mended mercurial  ointments  in  the  Leprcfy 
or  fcabies,  p-ave  a  handle  to  the  Italian 
phyficians,  to  try  their  efficacy  in  removing 
the  foulnefs  of  the  Ikin  from  a  new  and  ter- 
rible contagion  :  neither  were  they  fparing 
of  their  liniments,  which  they  continued 
to  rub  in  for  twelve,  fifteen,  nay,  forhe- 
tiraes  for  above  thirty  days  together  *,  "  a 
very  dangerous  practice,  which  prevails  too 
much  even  in  the  prefent  age.  Sarfaparilla, 
faftafras,  guaicum,  have  all  at  different  pe- 
riods been  in  more  or  lefs  eftimation  for 
their  antivenereal  virtues  ;  but  mercury  is 
the  only  antidote  for  this  poifon,  on  which 
any  age  has  repofed  an  entire  confidence. 

In  1685,  Dr.  Sydenham  wrote  on  this 
amongft  other  fubje&s.  His  account 
fhews,  that  although  the  ufe  of  the  re- 
medy was  better  underftood,  yet  the  cure 
of  the  dilbaier  was  but  little  improved. 


*  Mead  on  Foifons. 
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Ini73t,  Dr.  Turner,  a  member  of  the 
College  of  Phyficians  in  London,  who  had 
made  the  Venereal  Difeafe  his  particular 
ftudy,  thought  proper  to  communicate  his 
obfervations  and  practice  to  the  world.  His 
draftic  purges,  ana!  mercurial  prefcriptions, 
were  fuch  as  might  deftroy  the  moft  robuft 
conftitution ;  what  then  mud  have  become 
of  thofe  of  a  weak  and  delicate  frame  ? 

Dr.  Boerbaave  has  advanced  a  iyftem  of 
his  own,  apparently  lefs  detrimental  than, 
former  ones,  and  which  has  been  very 
much  adopted  of  late  years.  The  Doctor's 
theory  of  the  difeafe  is,  that  it  is  feated  in 
the  fat ;  therefore  evacuations  which  de- 
ftroyed  it,  rouft,  in  his  opinion,  contri- 
bute g"eatly  to  the  cure  of  this  diforder  ; 
for  which  reafon  the  Dodtor  recommended 
the  moft  powerful  fudorifics  and  purga- 
tives, the  former  of  which  though  hurt- 
ful, are  lefs  prejudicial  to  the  conftitution 
than  the  latter. 

Dr.  Aflruc,  a  celebrated  writer,  has  given 
a  very  fenfible  and  accurate  defcription  of 
the  Lues  Venerea  in  all  its  ftages,  with  di- 
rections for  its  cure  ;  but  the  remedies  are 
as  violent  as  thofe  recommended  by  pre- 
ceding writers,  and  ought  therefore  to  be 
exploded, 

D  a  Ba- 


Baron  Fan  Swieten  recommends  The  Cor~ 
roftve  Sublimate  to.  be  given  internally.  It 
had  hitherto  only  been  ufed  externally  t-o 
fungus  in  wounds,  on  account  of  the  vio- 
lence of  its  nature.  Even  when  admini- 
tfered  in  rum  or  brandy,  to  correct  it,  the 
ftomach  can  feldom  retain  it,  for  which 
reafon  it  has  grown  into  difrepute,  although 
it  has  a  moll  aftoniming  and  rapid  effect  in 
removing  venereal  fymptoms. 

Mr.  Profeflbr  Plenk  advifes  the  giving 
Quickfiher  with  gum  arabic,  to  prevent 
it  from  exciting  a  falivation.  This  is  the 
leaft  prejudicial  of  all  the  modes  of  adm'mU 
ftering  mercury  internally. 

Fumigation,  which  is  lately  revived,  I 
have  often  fern  applied  to  fores  with  hardly 
any  perceptible  advantage,  and  fometimes 
it  gave  great  pain,  and  did  a  manifeft  in- 

Two  circum  (lances  have  conduced  great- 
ly to  the  better  treatment  of  this  complaint, 
within  rhefe  twenty  or  thirty  years  ;  I 
mean,  the  extraordinary  improvements  in 
anatomy  and  chymiftry :  by  the  former 
we  have  acquired  a  better  knowledge  of 
the  feat  of  this  diforder,  and  by  the  lat- 
ter, of  the  medicines  employed  to  effect  it's 
cure. 

A 
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A 

CRITICAL  ENQUIRY 

I!  N  T'  O     T-  Hi  E'- 

OPERATION  of  MERCURY, 

A*TD  THE  DIFFERENT 

/ 

Modes  of  admlniftering  it  confidered. 


DIFFERENCE  of  opinion  prevails 
with  regard  to  the  mode  of  admini- 
ftering  mercuria-1  preparations ;  the  advo- 
cates for  each*  gi^g  their  reafons  for  that 
which  they  adopt  in  preference  to  any 
other.  The  alterative  method  is  much  in 
efteem  and  practice,  and  with  fome  devia- 
tion and  caution  may  be  rendered  very 
beneficial. 

This  appellation  of  alterant  or  alterative 
y  given  to  all  /tub  medicines  as  correft  tbs 

E>  3  bad 


[   3°  3 


bad  qualities  of  the  blood,  and  other  animal 
fluids,  without  occafioning  any  Jenfible  evacu- 
ation. According  to  Dr.  Woodward,  all 
J  bat  is  commonly  alledged  concerning  the 
change  of  principles  or  ferments  of  dif- 
eafes  by  alterant  remedies,' is  merely  chi- 
merical and  imaginary  ;  he  remarks,  thut 
there  is  no  change  made  to  the  advantage 
of  the  human  body  without  a  fucceffive 
renovation  and  difcharge  of  what  is  hurtful, 
and  a  fupply  of  its  place  by  fomething.  in- 
nocent. 

The  Doftor  gives  the  preference  to  eva- 
cuants,  as  being  the  only  medicines  ca- 
pable of  freeing  the  machine  from  whatever 
incommodes  it.  Some  take  a  contrary 
Courfe,  and  afcribe  even  the  falutary  ef- 
fects of  evacuants  to  their  alterative  nature,, 
which  has  been  alledged  of  mercury  in  the 
cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe.  Among  alte- 
rant medicines  there  are  feveral  which 
change  the  fcene  of  the  fymptoms,  and 
ethers  which  fufpend  the  action  of  the  mor- 
bific matter  for  a  time  ;  but  thele  reme- 
dies which  hold  the  morbific  principles, 
captive  pro  tempore,  are  only  palliatives, 
and  even  on  fome  accounts  dangerous, 
fince  they  may  as  well  captivate  other  prin- 
ciples neceflary  to  life, 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Fordyce  fays,  "  Whatever  prepara- 
tion we  employ,,  we  mould  give  it  in  fuck 
a  manner,  and  in  fuch  a  dole  as  to  pro^ 
duce  hardnefs,,  fullnefs-,.  and  moderate  fre- 
quency of  the  pulfe,.  with  as  little  fenfible 
evacuation  as  poffible  ;  for  that  the  mercury* 
cures  fooner*  and  with  gr.eater  certainty,, 
when  the  ftrength  is  but  little,,  than  whert 
it  is  much  reduced  by  it.'* 

Mr.  Flmck  is  of  opinion,  "  that  mer- 
cury, together  with  the  venereal  virus-,, 
may  be  more  conveniently  and  more  eafily 
evacuated,  by  the  ordinary  excretions  of 
fweat,  ftool,  and  urine." 

It  feems  to  me  much  more  fafe  to  per- 
mit the  gradual  evacuation  of  mercury 
(after  it  has  circulated  fo me  time,,  and  fub* 
dued  the  virus)  than  to  confine  it  within  the 
body  by  opiates*  or  other  means,  fo  as  to  oc- 
cafion  hardnefs,  fullnefs,  and  acceleration  of 
the  pulfe.     The  faturation  or  furcharge 
of  the  fyftem  with  mercury  is  very,  ha- 
zardous, as  it  fometimes  terminates  in  a* 
fatal  diarrhaea..    Surely  it,  is-  moft  prudent 
to  permit  a  little  of  the  mercury  to  depart,, 
and  throw  into  the  circulation  fuch  a  pro- 
portion only,  as  may.  be  altogether  fafe  and 

yet. 
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yetfufficienr  to  keep  up  a  gentle  mercurial 
Aimulus  in  the  habit.. 

Mercury  and  wine  operate  fomewhat 
alike  upon  the  body.  With  a  certain 
quantity  of  wine,  hardnefs,,  fullnefs,  and 
acceleration  of  the  pulfe  will  fupervene, 
till  at  length  in  common  an  evacuation 
takes  place  when  it  does  not,  and  the 
wine  is  retained  there,,  (like  mercury  ex.- 
hibited*as  an  alterative),  it  excites  feverinY 
heat,,  and  does- the  conftitution  much  more 
injury  than  when.it  pafles  off  gradually  by, 
any  of  the  ordinary  evacuations-. 

Dr.  Fordyce  obfervesj,  "  it  is-  never  ne* 
cellary  to  ialivate  a  patient,,  unlefs  he  be  fo- 
irritable,  that.  the.  fm  a  lie  ft  dofe  of  mercury 
immediately  affects  his  mouth,  or  unlefs- 
the  difeafe  be  proceeding  fo  fall  that  it 
would  be  hazardous-  to  wait  till  it  was 
.checked  by  the  remedy,  given  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  avoid  falivation  ;  or  exceptr 
jng  when  we  cannot  truft  to  his  ufing  it 
regularly..   On  the  contrary,. falivation  ren- 
ders the  effects  of  the  medicine  uncerrain." 
The  fame  author  fays,. c< If;  notwithftand*- 
ing  thefe  precautions,  a  falivation  fhould 
come  on,  we  know  of  no  remedy  which 
will  remove  it  with  any  degree  of  certainty, 

although. 
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although  fulphur,  camphire,  and  purgs- 
tives  have  been  recommended  for  this  pur- 
pofe.  If  therefore  the  cafe  be  urgent,  th* 
beft  way  is  to  let  it  go  on,  ufing  the  mer- 
curial ointment  as  above  defcribed/'* 

I  have  ever  found  thofe  patients  more 
eafily  cured,  who  were  moft  fufceptible  ot 
the  mercurial  ftimulus.  Let  there  be  an 
.  affection  of  the  mouth  and  cheeks,  and  an 
amendment  of  the  complaint  takes  place  at 
leaft  nine  times  in  ten  ;  the  mercury  wilt 
run  ofFin  general  very  foon  if  the  procefs  is 
difcontinued,  which  it  mult  not  be,  but 
the  tendernefs  of  the  mouth  is  to  be  kept 

*  Dr.  Saunders  favs  he  lias  known  patients  whe  have 
had  violent  fevers  excited  by  mercury  in  the  farm  of. 
un&ion. 

The  fame  author  remarks,  that  a  gentleman  who  had 
recourfe  to  mercurial  uncYion,  being  feized  with  a  fever, 
fent  tor  him,  and  communicated  to  him  his  venereal  com« 
plaints.  His  pulfc  was  quick  and  hard,  he  complained 
of  pain  in  It  is  back,  headach,  thirft,  and  other  fuch  fymp- 
toms  as  he  bad  frequently  feen  arife  from  a  mercurial 
courfe,  comlufted  on  the  plan  here  prefcribed." 

Dr.  Cullen  obferves,— -that  purging  is  never  excited 
by  any  means,  without  fpafms  of  the  intefiines,  which, 
when  the  operation  is  continued,  arc  apt  to  end  in  du- 
rable fpafm  and  inflammation.  Thefe  are  attended  with 
very  dangerous  conferences.  Neither  does  the  method 
of  purging  by  unftion  anfwer  much  better  (although  per- 
haps more  erre6lual),  becaufe  it  is  attended  with  very 
grew  p$\n^~leciuies  on  Materia  tntdii&i 

Up 
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up  to  a  certain  degree,  according  to  tic 
urgency  of  the  diforder,  and  tq  prevent  a 
relapfe,  efpecially  in  chancres  with  hard- 
nefs,  and  in  other  inveterate  cafes.  It  is 
not  the  mere  quantity  of  ruercury,  but  the 
method  of  directing  its  operation,  which  in 
my  opinion  is  the  chief  circumllance  to  be 
relied  on  in  the  cure.  J  would  certainly 
run  the  rifk,  if  there  was  any,  of  not  imme- 
diately curing)  rather  than  expofe  my  pa- 
tient to  the  hazard  of  a  large  quantity  of 
accumulated  mercury  ready  at  an  hour's 
notice}  or  lefs,  to  emancipate  itfelf  from 
the  body  by  Simulating  the  inteftines,  and 
thus  exhaufting  li'e. 

We  may  be  a  muled  with  the  theory  of 
mercury  circulating  in  the  fyftem  in  perfect 
equilibrium,  not  inclining  more  to  one  fe- 
eretion  than  to  another*,  but  it  is  certain, 
this  is  a  powerful  medicine  that  ought  not 
to  be  trifled  wiik ;  we  cannot  fay  to  it — So 
far  malt  thou  go,  and  no  further.  The 
moll  fkilful  pilot  will  find  it  difficult  fo  to 
trim  his-  veflel  that  it  mall  not  fink  or  over- 
turn when  too  heavily  laden  with  mercury.. 

The.  ingenious  Pknck,  (to  whom  the 
world  is  fo  much  indebted  for  the  great  im- 
provements he  has  made  by  his  experi- 
ments on  mercury,  and  in  the  cure  of  this 
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difeafe)  fays,  that  a  falivation  is  a  danger- 
ous pra<ftice;  for  the  famous  AJlruc^  fays 
be,  afferts  that  there  frequently  fupervene, 
violent  fevers,  diarrhsea,  dyfentery,  hx- 
moptoe,  an  immobility  of  the  jaws,  and 
likewife  a  fuffbcation,  and  that  too,  when 
a  falivation  has  been  raoft  properly  con- 
ducted \  and  after  him  the  molt  ikilful 
Locher  tells  us  the  fame.  

Several  years  fince  a  practitioner  had 
the  misfortune  to  lofe  (within  a  fhort  time 
of  each  other)  two  patients  with  chancres, 
for  the  cure  of  which  he  had  railed  very 
high  falivations  by  mercurial  ointment. 
Juft  as  their  complaints  were  healed,  and 
falivation  began  to  decline,  one  of  the 
gentlemen  was  feized  wi'h  a  dyfenteric  flux, 
and  expired  within  a  few  hours:  his  death 
was  attributed  to  a  piece  of  butter  which 
the  nurfe  had  inadvertently  put  into  his 
gruel.  The  other  died  alfo  of  a  "flux, 
arifing  from  the  fudden  defcent  of  the  mer- 
cury overturning  the  equilibrium,  and  mill- 
ing through  the  patient's  bowels  with  irre- 
fiftible  impetuofity. — 

To  form  a  juft  idea  of  a  falivation,  we 
mould  perambulate  the  public  hofphals, 
where  there  are  wretches  miferable  indeed  ! 

mi- 
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tniferable  in  having  a  fad  difeafe,  but  much 
more  fo  in  having  a  cure  to  encounter 
•which  makes  the  unhappy  objects  call  on 
death  for  a  deliverance  from  their  pains. 
Their  head,  face,  and  tongue  fo  fwellcd, 
<as  to  forbid  their  uttering  a  Syllable.  Their 
cheeks  often  torn  to  pieces,  a  falivary  flux 
of  two  or  three  quarts  a  day,  with  bieath 
extremely  offenfive,  teeth  loofe,  tongue  and 
gums  ulcerated  and  inflamed,  attended  with 
a  fevere  unremitting  head-ach  ;  and  this 
procefs  is  the  fame  in  all  cafes  and  feafons  : 
it  may  truly  be  faid,  fuch  remedies  are 
worfe  than  the  difeafes  they  are  intended 
to  remove.  But  this  is  not  all  the  pa- 
tient has  to  undergo;  add  to  this,  fre- 
quent fevere  cholicky  pains,  accompa- 
nied with  diarrhaea  and  dyfentery,  which 
continuing,  fo  often  prove  fatal.  The 
patient  can  fwallow  no  folid  food  during 
this  fevere  operation,  and  indeed  fcarcely 
liquids,  and  is  almoft  dead  with  hunger, 
having  often  an  appetite  without  the  pof- 
fibility  of  indulging  it.  Thus  are  per* 
ions  confined  for  feveral  weeks,  and  when 
the  procefs  is  finiflied,  they  are  fo  re- 
duced in  flefli,  as  to  be  quite  a  fpedtacle, 
tmd  frequently  go  into  a  deep  decline.— 
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If  thefe  evils  may  be  prevented,  and  that 
they  may,  we  have  daily  experience  added 
to  the  itrongeft  testimonies,  are  we  not 
all  called  upon  by  every  motive  of  con- 
fcience,  religion,  and. humanity,  to  prefer  ve 
the  -unhappy  from  ruin,  by  rejecting  fa 
cruel  a  practice? 
*"  Graviora  mortis  patimur  rtmedia  \ 
"  Nec  Vita  tumi  e/ty  veuereat pqffis,  mort." 

. If  tne  furgeons  who  fuperintend  the  hof- 
pirals  would   make  a   trial  of  my  me- 
thod,  I  am  convinced  from  experience 
tney  would  be  able,  without  annovino-  the 
ltomach,  to  convey  any  quantity' of  any 
mercurial  preparation  into  the  fyltem  in 
few  hours,  initead  of  weeks.    This  may  be 
done  by  rubbing  mercury  on  the  back  'and 
middle  of  the  tongue,  and  repeating  the 
procefs  at  the  fhortelt  intervals.    There  is 
no  occafion  to  wait  for  its  operation  as  in 
the  cafe  of  piHs,  bat  we  may  CnMy  ftimu- 
late  thefe  furfaces  as  much  and  as  often  as 
we  chufe,  till  we  have  actually  produced 
the  defined  £ftft  on  the  lyfom.  1  Lctlhe 
mouth  be  well  cleared  of  the  fitf^  and 
I  know  ct  no  other  impediment  to  the 
uccefsofthtspiocels.    Dr.  Home,  Aifcftft 
<or  of  phyfic  at  teburgh,  has  honoured 
me  by  making  a  variety  of  public  experi 
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ments  in  the  Edingburgh  Infirmary,  which 
will  foon  appear  in  the  Doctor's  intended 
publication.  By  thefe  experiments  it  is 
proved,  that  mercury  is  more  quickly  in- 
troduced, with  greater  certainty,  and  with 
lefs  prejudice  to  the  conftitution  m  this  way, 
than  by  any  of  the  other  modes  of  admini- 
Itering  it  internally  or  externally. 


Objections  to  Mercury  in  the  Form  of  Pills, 
Bolus,  &c. 

WITH  refpea  to  Pills,  it  is  certain 
that  many  patients  find  a  difficulty 
in  taking  them.  Firft,  it  is  hardly  pof- 
fibk  forodiftribute  the  mercury  through- 
out  themafs,  that  there  fhall  not  be  fome 
difference  and  uncertainty  in  the  dofe  when 
divided  into  pills;  and  fecondly,  they 
fometimes  pafs^  through  the  body  und  f- 

dread  ot  mercur>,  . 
adminiftered  inv  my  method,  is 
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mild,  that  it  does  not  in  the  lean1  impair 
the  conftitution,  as  the  furface  oh  which 
the  mercury  is  laid,  will  bear  a  consider- 
able degree  of  irritation  without  any  fort 
of  prejudice.* 


"  The  faline  chryftals  of  mercury  vellt- 
"  cate  and  twitch  the  fenfible  membranes 
"  of  the  ftomach  to  that  degree,  as  excites 
"  them  to  an  excretion  of  their  contents 
"  and  glandular  juices  upwards  or  down-- 
"  wards,  according  as  the  force  of  irrira- 
"  tion  is  greater  or  lefs." — Mead  on  Pol- 
fons, 

"  Of  all  the  various  modes  of  admini- 
<(  ftering  mercury,  that  which  you  reeorrr- 
"  mend  feems  to  me  the  mo-ft  fafe,  and 
"  I  have  no  doubt  but  it  will  likewife  be 
"  found  the  moft  efficacious.  A  falfe  opi- 
"  nion  has  long  prevailed,  that  every  me- 

*  A  grain  of  mercury  applied  to  the  internal  furfaces 
of  the  mouth  is  thence  abforbed  with  the  greateft  facility, 
and  operates  kindlyand  with  effeft  on  the  habit  in  general. 
Dr.  Cullen  jullly  obfervesf  >  "  that  when  we  purge,  we 
think  we  are  operating  on  the  common  fewer  of  the 
fyftem:  but  little  advantage  is  to  be  found  from  the 
mercury  employed  in  this  way,  as  its  virtues  depend 
chiefly  on  its  operation  on  the  body  in  general." 

f  Leclure  on  Mercury. 


dicine 
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"  dicine  ought  to  be  taken  into  the  fto- 
"  mach  :  this  has  done  much  mifehref. 
"  Many  people  have  fuch  an  averfion  to 
*4  medicines  of  all  kinds,  that  they  will 
*'  fuffer  any  thing  rather  than  fwallow  a 
**  frngle  dole.  Others  have  luch  a  debility 
"  of  the  Vifcera,  that  though  they  can 
w  fwallow  mercury,  yet  it  tears  their  flo- 
**  mach  and  bowels  to  pieces.  Of  this 
"  every  medical  practitioner  rauft  have 
w  feen  naany  inftancea.  There  are  few 
"  perfons  who  have  been  fo  unfortunate  as 
"  to  take  large  quantities  of  this  mineral 
"  in  the  ufual  way,  who  do  not  exhibit 
*'  melancholy  proofs  of  its  baneful  effects 
4<  on  the  ftomach  and  bowels.  By  your 
'*  mode  of  adminiftering  mercury,  thefe 
<;  effects  are  obviated,  while  it  is  much 
"  more  cleanly  and  agreeable  than  the 
"  common  method  of  applying  it  to  the 

"  {kml*  Extraft  from  Dr.  Buchan's 

Letter.        .  . 

Dr.  Hunter  obferves,  "  that  this  procefs 
Is  preferable  to  pills  or  bolufes,  as  the  ca- 
lomel ftimulates  the  prima;  vise  much  lefs, 
and  .therefore  he  adds,  people  with  very 
tender  bowels  may  bear  it  much  better  in 
(his  form  than  any  other."    Therefore  it  is 
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beft  for  all  conftitutions,  as  every  peiTon 
has  moft  undoubtedly  tender  bowels. 

Dr.  Krobn,  in  his  letter  to  me  mentions 
the  cafe  of  a  gentleman,  "  who  had  a  vi- 
rulent chancre  on  the  frcenum,  of  which  he 
was  cured  in  a  fortnight  by  this  procefs,, 
without  the  fmalleft  inconvenience  ;  on  the 
contrary,,  he  found  his  bowels  perfectly  free 
from  any  attack  on  them,,  the  ufual  atten- 
dants on-  former  methods  of  treatment,- 
which  he  had  frequently  experienced  pre- 
vious to  this  trial."" 

"  How  many  originally,  vigorous,  de- 
duce their  prefent  weak  bowels,  and  crazy 
conftitutions,  from  the  mifchiefs  occafioned 
by  the  action  of  the  Mercury  on  the  prima? 
vise."— MvCruikihank's  Letter. 

After  ample  trial  of  all  the  different  mer- 
eurial  preparations  in  common  ufe,  I  find 
that  any  of  them  may  be  fafely  and  expe- 
ditioufly  conveyed  into  the  fyftem  from  the.' 
furfaces  of  the  mouth,  and  that  thofe  of  the 
moft  fubtle  and  active  kind  are  equal  to- 
the  cure  of  the  moft  confirmed  difeafe. 
Their  ftimulating quality  fupplies  the  place  ' 
of  friction,  which  is  only  neceflary  when 
any  of  the  milder  preparations  are  em- 
ployed. 


"  The* 
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Objections  to  Mercurial  Ointment.. 

"  The  friction  of  Mercurial  Ointment 
"  is  to  many  peop-le  one  of  the  moft  dif- 
u  agreeable   things  in   the  world.  It's.- 
"  leaden  colour,  contrafted  with  the  fkin, 
"  makes  it  look  dirty .    It  has  a  particu- 
M  larly  offeniwe  fmell,  independent  of  that-. 
•*  of  the  turpentine,  or  ba.lfam.of  fulphur, 
"  which  may  have  been*  employed  in  extin- 
"  guifhing  the  quickfilver.   From  the  cir- 
"  cumftance  that  half  an  hour's  fri&ion,. 
ri  or  even  that  of  a  whole  hour,  if-  ever  fo 
♦<  well  performed,  will  not  commonly  er- 
h  feci:  a  total  abfor-prion  of  the  ointment, 
**  the  fkin  is  generally  left  a  little  fmeared- 
"  with  it  :  after  the  procefs  is  over,  as  it  is. 
«  oily  it  does  not  evaporate,,  or  dry  readily, 
tt  and  wili   cafily  ftick   to   whatever  ic- 
"  touches.    Patients  are  obliged  to  fleep  in 
<<  flannel  drawers  to  prevent  the  ointment 
"  from  netting  through  and  daubing  the 
«  bed  clothes.    They  rnnft  be  frequently 
"  changing  thefe  drawers,  conftantly  walhr 
«  ine  the  fkin;  or,  as  warning  off  the  OMit- 
«  merit  would  retard  rather  than  forward 
"  the  cure,  they  muft  remain  dirty  for  fix 
«  weeks,  or  perhaps  three  months  toge- 
"  ther  ;  and  if  bv  accident  any  part  of  the 
'  '  "  cunt- 
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*  ointment  gets  upon  their  linen*,,  frorni 
ct  it's  colour  k  is  very  apt  to  give  the 
"  alarm  in  families,,  and;  lead  to.  difaoree- 
*f  able  difcoveries^." 

Mr..  Cruikfhank's  Letter* 

Dr.  Manning,  in  his  Pra&ice  of  Phyfic,. 
on  the  fubject  of  my  mercurial  procefs  ob~ 
lerves  as  follows;  "■  By  this  method  we: 
not  only  avoid  th«  inconv.eniencies  of  unc- 
tion, but  the  purgative  eftldts  that  are- 
often  produced  by  mercury  when  taken  in~ 
tf>  the  flomach," 

Wi'th.refpedt  to  a  regimen  in  the  treat- 
ment of  the  Lues,  abftinence  and  low/ 
living  certainly  retard'  the  cure.  Perfons-; 
afflicted  with  this  diftemper,  are  much  fub- 
ject  to  defpondensy,  and  living  more  freely 
now.  than,  at  other  times,.' raifes  the  fpirits, 
of  the  patient,  and  contributes  to  his  cure 
by  co-operating  with  the  medicine;,  there- 
fore I  lhall  continue  to  recommend  that 
practice,  at  the  fame  time  mould  object  as 
ftrongly  as  any  other,  practitioner,  to  every 
indulgence  that  might  be  prejudicial.  It 
has.  been  faid,  that  people  under  a  courfe  of 
mercury  cannot  be  kept,  too  warm,  which., 
is-  true  only  when  the  mercury  affects  the 

Ho- 
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ftomach  or  bowels,,  or.  greatly  opens  the 
pores,  of  the  fkin  ;  but  from  the  very 
mild  operation  of  mercury  on  the  fyftem  in- 
my  method,  patients  are  expofed.  to  #  all 
weathers,  without  injury  to.  the  conftitu- 
tion.- 

Dr.  Krohn  on  this  fubiea:  fays,,  "  this- 
mode  agrees  better  with  people  who  are- 
debauchees,  having  had  effential  proof  of 
this  afTertion  in  a  patient  who  drank  alb 
kinds  of  ftrong  liquors,  was  fcarcely  ever 
in  bed  for  a  week  together,  till  break  m 
day,  and  was  much  expofed  to- cold  damp; 
air." 


J  Recapitulation  of  Objetliansto  the,  comm&n 
Methods  of  adminijtering  MERCURY, 
accompanied  with  fome  new  Obfervations^. 
and  conveying  a  fk.ort  and  pointed  View  of 
the  Whole. 

A Lues  is  a  venereal  infection  in  the; 
mafs  of  blood ;.  and  is  to  be  cured  by 
throwing  a  fufficient  quantity  of  mercury, 
into  the  fyftem  to  expel. it. 

There 
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1  here  are  many  ways  of  conveying  mer- 
cury into  the  circulation  of  the  blood. 

The  ufual  methods  are  by  pills,  bo- 
Jufes,  and  draughts,  and  alfo  by  outward 
application  of  mercurial  ointment. 

The  firft  three  are  conveyed  by  the 
mouth  into  the  ftomach,  where  the  mer- 
curial particles  are  in  part  abforbed  by 
the  lymphatic  veflels  of  that  organ,  and 
conveyed  into  the  blood ;  alfo  by  the  fame 
veffels  in  the  inteftines,  and  frequently  the 
greaieft  portion  of  the  mercury  efcapes  out 
of  the  body  by  this  outlet,  having  firft  irri- 
tated the  animal  ceconomy  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  canal. 

:  Mercury  may  be  prevented  from  paffing 
downwards  by  joining  opium  with  it,  which 
takes  of?  its  ftimulus,  and  generally  pre- 
vents its  purgative  effects  p  but  this  often 
creates  fieknefs  and  reaching,  and"  ihakes 
the  whole  nervous  fyftem. 

Two  grains  of  mercury  taken  up  into  the 
blood  by  the  mouth,  will  produce  as  power- 
ful an  effedt  on  the  fyftem,  as  twenty  erains 
thrown  into  the  ftomach,  on  the  pre- 
emption that  eighteen  of  the  twenty  make 
then-  exit  downwards ;  we  reckon  only 
what  gets  into  the  fyftem,  for  what  paf- 
fes  through,  is  kfl%  and  certainly  better 

had 
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had  never  been  given.  The  •  ftomach  re- 
fembles  a  fink  with  a  grate  in  it,  and  is  not 
conftru&ed  to  retain  mercury.  < 

Mercurial  ointment  cures  by  being  taken 
up  into  the  blood  by  the  abforbents  of  the 
external  fkin,  and  when  introduced  there, 
by  operating  on  the  whole  vafcular  fyftem, 
and  expelling  the  venereal  poifon  by  the 
different  fecretions  and  excretions  of  the 

b°The  objedions  to  this  mode  of  practice 
are,  Firft  that  it  is  dirty  and  diiagreeablej 
that  it  is  commonly  flow  and  tedious :  that 
it  requires  too  much  labour  for  perfons 
in  a  weak  ftate,  and  if  the  fridion  is  per- 
formed by  other  hands  than  their  own,  that 
one  half  of  the  ointment,  or  more,  muft  in- 
fallibly  be  loft  to  the  patient,  and  may 
prove  very  injurious  to  the  paity  who  ap- 

Pl  Mercurial  ointment  affedts  the  ftomach 
or  bowels,  and  brings  on  purging ;  inio- 
much  that  it  is  not  uncommon  tor  patient 

both  in  public  and  J>"&}c?>*0?* 
under  a  courfe  of  unftion,  of  violent  cho- 
res, accompanied  by  fangumary  and  othei 
fluxes,  and  this  happens  by  the^ 
mercury  abforbed  proving  an  oveibalance 
for  the  conftitutioo. 
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Practitioners  do  not  accurately  know 
what  quantity  of  mercury  may  be  given, 
and  what  quantity  of  it  will  take  effect,  as 
different  conftitutions  require  different  dofes. 
Five  grains  of  mercurial  ointment  will  take 
more  effect  on  one  fubject,  than  fifty  on 
another  ;  after  ufing  it  ten  or  fifteen  days 
fucceffively,  no  vifible  effect  may  be  pro- 
duced on  the  conftitution  ;  yet,  on  the 
eighteenth  or  twentieth,  a  falivary  flux  may 
commence,  and  continue  for  a  fortnight 
or  three  weeks,  and  the  patient's  ftrength 
become  exhaufted.  At  this  juncture  fhould 
a  diarrhsea  unfortunately  take  place,  it 
carries  off  the  patient  in  a  few  hours,  not- 
with (landing  all  the  endeavours  of  the  moft 
Ikilful  of  the  faculty. 

I  have  made  ufe  of  fuch  arguments 
as  have  occurred  to  me  in  behalf  of  this 
new  method,  and  have  advanced  nothing  but 
what  my  repeated  experience  doth  fully 
warrant.  If  the  ideas  of  other  practitioners 
do  not  coincide  with  mine,  I  mall  be 
happy  to  fee  their  avowed  and  printed  fen- 
timents  on  this  important  fubject,  diverted 
of  prejudice  and  delivered  with  candour. 

Should  it  be  afferted  that  this  method 
fometimes  fails,  let  not  that  declaration  pre- 
vent the  trying  it,  as  this  may  be  urged 

again  ft 
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again  ft  all  medical  practice,  and  often,  no 
doubt,  with  the  greateft  injuftice. 

It  is  (aid  that  this  procefs,  by  Ihorten- 
ing  the  cure  and  leflcning  the  medicines, 
will  diminim  the  fee.  The  profeffion  need 
not  object  to  it  on  that  account,  as  they 
are  paid,  not  for  their  medicire,  this  being 
no  obiect,  but  for  their  fkill  and  judge- 
went."  Patients  of  liberal  difpofitions  will 
always  be  pleaied  with  difpatch  and  make  a 
handi'ome  return:  and  others  will  find  their 
intereft  alfo  in  behaving  in  the  fame  equi- 
table manner. 

FINIS. 

.Pubiijked  by  the  fume  Author,  in  two  Pocket 
Volumes,  in  boards.  Price  5s. 
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V  DCC  (XXXIII, 


T  O 

Mr-  CLARE,  Surgeon, 
CHANCERY-LANE, 


S  I  R, 

I communicate  to  You  with  that  degree 
of  pleafure  and  fatisfa&ion   which  is 
eafier  to  be  conceived  than  exprefled  by- 
generous  and  liberal-minded  men,  (whofe 
grand  object  is  Philanthropy,)  a  very  ob- 
ftinate  Syphilitic  cafe,  which  occurred  to 
me  in  my   practice  at  the  time  I  was 
furgeon  of  his  Majejifs  Jhip,  Heart  of  Oak. 
This  cafe  had  refilled  a  thorough  mercu- 
rial courfe,  as  recommended  by  Sir  Wil- 
liam Fordyce,  and  other  men  of  eminence, 
and  yielded  at  laft  to  the  elegant  and  agree- 
able mode  difcovered  and  recommended 
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by  you  in  your  late  ingenious  publication, 
which  merits  a  candid  reception  from  the 
public.  This  is  due  to  every  individual, 
who,  like  yourfelf,  communicates  his  know- 
ledge for  the  good  of  mankind. 

Mr.  Bird,  at  prefent  furgeon   to  the 
gallant  Lord  Hood,  was  the  firft  who  ad- 
vifed  me  to  make  trial  of  your  new  me- 
t!iod  of  applying  mercury,  having  often 
tried  it  himfelf  with  the  greateft  fuccefs.  I 
confeft  that  at  fiijt ■thought  it  ftaggered  me, 
but  having  feen  and  proved  its  good  ef- 
fects, I  am  now  as  much  an  advocate  for 
it,  as  I  was  before  doubtful  of  its  effica- 
cy.    After  I  had  perufed  with  attention 
and  maturely  confidered  your  Treatife  on 
the  fubject,  t  was  (truck  with  the  perti- 
nence of  your  remarks  and  ingenuity  o-f 
argument,  being  confident  with  reafon  and 
founded  on  anatomical  facts  ;  at  the  fame 
time  I  have  been  often  a  witnefs  to  the 
fallacy  of  the  Alterative  Plan,  with  the 
difagreeable  and  dreadful  confequences  aril- 
ino-  from  mercurial  friction  on  the  extre- 

Cj 

mities.  I  have  known  on  Jhip  board,  and 
on  fliore  like  wife,  but  more  particularly 
in  the  former,  dangerous  fevers  and  fatal 
diarrheas  fupervene  from  that  manner 
_.  of  applying  the  mercury  j — I   am  now 

con- 
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confining  myfelf  entirely  to  fea  practice  ; 
and  you  will  anticipate  me  in  remarking, 
that  the  venereal  difeafe  conftitutes  a  great 
part  of  it.— My  objection  to  the  Mercurial 
ineuentous  Fridions  at  fea  muft  appear 
clear  and  obvious  to  every  praditioner  on 
that   element,  and  is  plainly   this:    1  he 
unavoidable  expofure  to  the  external  air 
for  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour,  while  the 
procefs  of  rubbing  in  the  ointment  is  per- 
forming in  the  Cockpit,  the  place  allotted 
for  the  furgeons  to  examine  the  fick  and 
wounded.   The  refult  of  fuch  treatment  is 
anobftrudted  perforation,  which  too  fre- 
quently terminates  in  a  dangerous  febrile 
affedtion,  and  that  of  the  putrid  kind,  and 
we  are  all  fenfible  how  fatally  that  difeafe 
ends  on  fliip  board,  by  perhaps  being  com- 
municated to  half  the  crew.  Advocates 
and  {Ticklers  for  this  method  of  ufmg  mer- 
cury, have  not,  or  will  not  attend  to  the 
above  interefting  particulars  :  they  con- 
tend, that  the  mercurial  ointment  does  not 
affeft  the  alimentary  canal,  fo  as  to  excite 
them  to  evacuate  their  contents,  and  that  it 
iseafier  conveyed  into  the  circulation,  than 
when  taken  into  the  ftomach  in  form  of 
bolufes,  mixtures,  &c.  that  it  fooner  gets 
into  the  fanguifcrous  fyftem,  than  when 
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taken  in  by  the  mouth.  Be  it  fo,  yet 
experience  a  (lures  us.  that  it  often  docs 
affect  the  ftomach,  and  will  be  as  readily 
ablbrbed  and  carried  into  that  ufeful  or- 
gan in  the  animal  ceconorov,  as  the  ap-> 
plication  of  a  faturnine  -preparation  to  an  in- 
flamed leg,  which  caufed  violent  cholics, 
and  other  dyfpeptic  fymptoms.  A  cafe  of 
this  kind  lately  occurred  to  a  friend  of  mine, 
a  very  eminent  practitioner  in  furgery  in 
this  metropolis ;  and  therefore  to  reafon 
from  analogy  and  upon  the  fame  principle, 
mercury  rubbed  on  the  extremities  I  have 
often  feen  occafion  very  violent  diairhaeas, 
which  greatly  reduce  the  patient. 

I  nm  lure  I  have  laid  no  more  than  what 
is  juft  and  founded  on  facts,  and  facts  are 
flubborn  things ;  but  men  of  a  certain 
description,  biaffed  by  particular  methods 
or  lytlems,  too  frequently  prevent  the 
advancement,  and  improvement  of  medical 
knowledge,  and  by  eftablifhing  the  whims, 
errors,  and  opinions  of  their  refpective 
Teachers,  rather  than  advancing  any  new 
opinion  ro  the  improvement  of  "their  pro- 
feffion,  go  on  in  the  old  beaten  track. — 
I  know  no  character  fo  truly  defpicable, 
or  that  dtferves  the  reproach  and  indignation 
of  fociety  more,  than  the  man  who  defpifes 

the 
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the  knowledge  of  rules  of  fciences  in- the 
practice  of  a  liberal  art,  when  the  moft  in- 
valuable and  precious  of  all  human  blei- 
fings,   health  and  its  attendant  comforts, 
•are  at  ftake. — Let  us,  as  men  profeffing  a 
liberal  fcience,  make  off  prejudice,  and 
c-onfcientioufly  and  judicioufly  adopt  that 
mode  which  is  confident  with  reafon,  and 
crowned  with  fuccefs, —  I  am  convinced 
that  the  majority  of  the  Naval  Surgeons, 
candidly  fpeaking,  will  ftrengthen  thele  my 
juft  affertions,  and  conclude  with  me  in 
obferving,  that  your  mode  of  ufing  mer- 
cury is  the  moft  agreeable,  the  moft  fafe± 
and  the  moft  efficacious  of   any  practiced 
lince  this  direful  malady  made  its  appear- 
ance in  Europe,  which  is  now  near  three 
centuries  ago.    Happy  will  it  be  for  manr 
kind  when  generally  adopted,,  and  I  hope 
foon  to  fee  it  rife  fuperior  to  the  mean 
attacks  of  illiberal  -  minded    men,  who 
can  beftow  no  praife  but  on  themfelves. 
If  in  thefe  few  and  incorrect  remarks  I 
contribute  in  the  leaft  degree  to  make  it 
more  extenfiveiy  embraced,  I  mail  think 
it  one  of  the  happieil  periods  of  my  life  : 
for  nothing  rejoices  me  more  than  to  fee 
men  of  merit  meet  with  their  defert.  I 
mall  feleft  one  of  feveral  fuccefsfuL  cafes. 

A 
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A  young  gentleman,  a  midftiipman,  aged 
twenty  years,  came  on  board  the  Heart  of 
Oak  bon  September  the  20th,  1781.  His 
fymptoms  were  as  follows,  a  violent  head- 
ach,  nocturnal  pains  in  his  bones,  a  large 
foul  undigefted  ulcer  in  his  left  tonfil,  a 
large  chancre  on  the  preputium,  a  heat  in  his 
urethra  attended  with  a  great  fcalding  when 
he  made  water,  but  notwithftanding  all 
thefe  terrible  appearances  he  was  able  to  go^ 
about.  Upon  my  requeuing  to  be  informed 
of  every  thing  relative  to  the  rife  and  pro- 
grefs  of  the  difeafe  ;  he  told  me  that  it  was 
contracted  at  Portfmouth  about  four  months 
previous  to  his  being  ordered  on  board  the 
Heart  of  Oak.  Itfirft  appeared  with  a  very 
troublefome  irritation  in  the  urinary  paf- 
fage,  which  feized  him  about  four  days- 
after  this  impure  connection,  and  for  fome 
days  encreafed  notwithftanding  his  imme- 
diate application  to  the  furgeon  of  the  fhip 
he  was  then  on.  board  of,  being  a  guardfhip 
at  Spithead.  He  gave  him,  as  he  faid,  al- 
mond emulfions,  with  nitre,  falts  and  man- 
na, and  ordered  him  to  dilute  freely  with 
barley  water,,  linfeed  tea,  aiid  other  fuch 
demulcents.  Venasfection  was  not  omitted. 
In  the  courfe  of  ten  days,  mercurial  oint- 
ment was  ufed  very  liberally  on  his  thighs, 

lor 
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for  at  leaft  a  month,  with  briik  purges  a-t 
intervals — The  running,  he  faid,  was  very 
plentiful  for  the  fpace  of  five  or  fix  weeks, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  period,  he  was 
thought  to  be  cured  however,  a  few  weeks 
after,  his  health  was  gradually  on  the  de- 
cline, with  a  diminution  of  appetite, 
ftrength,  and  fpirits ;  his  fleep  was  inter- 
rupted by  pains  in  his  limbs,  and  nothing 
more  was  adminiftered  to  him  untill  he 
came  on  board  our  fhip. — I  thought  the 
above  was  a  proper  cafe  to  give  your  mode 
a  thoroughtrial,  and  the  refultwas  as  fol- 
io w<v 

I  directed  him  to  rub  two  grains  of  calomel 
on  the  inftde  of  his  mouth  twice  in  the  day, 
and  at  the  expiration  often  days,  his  mouth 
became  tender  and  his  breath  affected  : 
when  that  event  took  place,  the  chancre 
and  ulcer  in  his  tonfil  put  on  a  kind  and 
healing  appearance,  granulated  well,  and 
were  entirely  healed  in  the  fpace  of  five 
weeks  after  adhering  to  this  treatment. — 
As  for  his  other  fymptoms,  the  head- 
ac-h,  noclurnarpair.s,  &c.  at  the  termina- 
tion of  feven'' weeks  they  were  perfectly 
cured.  1  have  one  remark  to  make,  that 
during  this  mercurial  courfe,  1  kept  up  a 
conflant  forenefs  in  his  mouth,  but  took 

care 
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care  to  avoid  a  fpittmg  :  this  was  accom- 
plilhed  by  defifting  from  rubbing  when 
the  forenefs  ran  too  high.  It  was  furprifing, 
that  from  the  fir  ft  fortnight  after  he  had 
tifed  the  calomel,  he  recovered  his  appetite 
and  fpirits,  gathered  ftrength  daily,  and  be- 
came  fat  upon  it.— I  am  afraid,  Sir,  I  have 
encroached  too  much  on  your  patience,  but 
believe  me  I  feel  a  fenfible  pleafure  in  the 
relation  of  thefe  fafts.    This  one  of  the 
many  cafes  in  which  I  have  had  an  op- 
portunity of  proving  its  fupenor  efticacy, 
alone  is  a  fufficient  incitement  to  prefer 
k  above  all  other  methods.    That  it  may 
be  attended  with  a  conftant  uniform  courie 
of  fuccefs,  is  the  fincere  wifh  of,  Sir, 
Your  very  humble  Servant,, 

Wellclofe  Square,,  w  TTJRNBULL. 

Jan.  15,  i783' 


POSTSCRIPT. 

A Lieutenant  in  the  Navy,  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember 1 7  8 1 5  hadcontraaed  the  Lues  Ve- 
nerea, for  which  he  had  been  bled  freely,  had  taker, 
ough  mercurial  purges,  and  had  been  ordered  to 
abftain  from  all  itrong  liquors.  By  ^s  oftM- 
fevere  treatment,  and  the  uiforder .together,  he  as 
become  greatly  emaciated,  in  which  fkte  he  applied 
to  me;  and  by  the  ufb  of  your  method,  andante 
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free  regimen,  he  foon  recovered  his  health.  When  I 
propofed  his  rubbing  a  little  powder  on  his  hps,  he 
feemed  much  prejudiced  againft  it,  and  turned  * 
into  ridicule,  faying,  «  What  can  that  do  r'  but  on 
my  explaining  the  nature  and  operation  of  the  pro- 
•cefs,  he  confented  to  make  a  trial  of  it,  and  after- 
wards thanked  me  very  kindly  for  my  great  atten- 
tion and  care  of  him.  '  v  i. 

I  have  been  affured  by  feveral  perfons,  that  they 
have  repeatedly  cured  themfelves  by  following  the 
,direaions  given  in  your  book,  which  m  all  probabi- 
lity will  caufe  your  method  to  be  brought  into  ge- 
neral ufe,  a  circumitance  molt  -devoutly  to  be  wiihed 
for  the  good  of  mankind. 

I  may  probably  communicate  to  you,  another 
time,  the  whole  of  this  cafe,  with  fome  others,  in 
which  I  have  experienced  its  happy  effe&s. 

To  fum  up  in  few  words  the,  merits  of  your  prac- 
tice, I  am  convinced  that  many  lives,  which  are  de- 
ftroyed  by  confumptaons  arifing  from  a  violent  courfe 
of  mercury,  might  Itave  been  preferved  unhurt,  by 
.adopting;  your  mild  and  falutary  procefs. 

F  6  3  Wm.  turnbull. 


A  Letter  from  Wm.  TURNBULL,  M.  D* 
to  Mr.  Clare,  Surgeon. 
Dear  Sir, 

ON  reading  your  late  publication,  with  regard  to 
the  application  of  mercury,  to  the  infide  of 
■the  mouth,,  &c.  with  more  advantage  than  from  any 
other  mode  offered  to  the  public,  I  was  fo  pleaied 
with  the  iimplicity  and  neatnefs  of  the  method,  that 
1  was  determined  to  adopt  it  the  nrft  oppor.t  mity.  I 
{hall  not  trouble  you  with  a  narrative  ot  particular 
cafes,  of  which  you  have  had  many  from  different 
correfpondents ;  I  can,  however,  from  feveral  ir* 
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ftances  affufe  you,  that  I  have  feen  more  fpcedy  and 
falutary  effects  from  your  method,  than  from  any  other 
yet  held  forth  to  the  public.  With  regard  to  the 
doctrine  of  ablbrption,  I  do  not  fuppofe  any  perfons 
acquainted  with  the  animal  fyitem,  and  the  hiitory 
of  phyfic,  will  refufe  their  afient  to  it.  And  this  being 
taken  for  granted,  wherever  the  friition  can  be  mo- 
derately ufed  to  the  thin  cuticmar  inner  lirfaees  of  the 
body,  every  perfon  c'onverfant  with  the  fubjecl,  mult 
rationally  conclude,  that  dure  it  will  prove  moft  ef- 
fectual. Much  might  be  faid  in  fupport  of  your  hy- 
pothelis,  but  after  what  thofe  ingenious  Gentlemen, 
Doctor  Hunter  and  Mr.  Cruikfhank,  have  advanced 
in  fupport  of  the  doctrine  of  abforption,  and  in  com- 
mendation of  your  difcovery,  it  would  be  fuperflu- 
ous  to  urge  any  thing  more  upon  the  fubject. — 
Give  me  leave  only  to  fay,  that  1  do  not  think  there 
has  been  a  greater  difcovery  lince  Sydenham's  time, 
except  the  modern  treatment  of  inflammatory  fevers, 
efpecially  that  of  inoculation,  in  which  improvement 
the  candid  Baron  Dimfdale  claims  the  greatelt  merit 
from  the  publick.  No  perfon  of  liberal  fentiments 
will  condemn  your's  or  any  other  new  method,  unnl 
they  make  a  fair  trial  thereof,  especially  as  you  have 
advanced  nothing  inconfiftent  with,  or  contradictory 
to  the  prefent  praaice,  in  the  treatment  of  the  Venerea  1 
Difeafe.—  The  expofing  perfons  to  the  cold  air,  and 
indulging  them  in  the  free  ufe  of  cold  water  for  their 
drink,  even  in  the  natural  fmall-pox,  had  far  greater 
difficulties  to  itruggle  with,  than  the  practice  you 
have  recommended.  •• 

If  any  thing  that  I  have  faid  in  confluence  ot 
your  liberal  and  ingenious  publication  can  aftord  you 
any  fatisfaction,  I  will  occalionally  communicate  to 
vou  in  future  whatever  may  fall  under  my  oblerva- 
tion.  And  am,  Dear  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WeUAofe-Sqvaret  Wm,  TURNBULL,  M.  D. 

Jan,  25,  1  7S3* 


To    Mr.    CLARE,  Surgecnii 


S  I  R, 

£<OON  after  the  Publication  I  favv  your  two  little 
i3    Volumes.    Your  Hypothefis  I  immediately 
embraced,  being  irrefiftibly  ftruck  with  its  Ratio- 
nality.   I  directly  and  clearly  conceived  how  much 
eafier  Calomel  and  Saliva  wouid  be  abforbed  than 
the  vifcid  Subftahceof  ail  Ointment ;  and  how  much 
more  eligible  fuch  a  Mode  muft  be,  under  the  Ideas 
of  Eafe  and  Elegance.    I  moreover  admired  your 
Manner  of  applying  it — How  much  more  readily 
the  internal  Surface  of  the  Mouth  or  the  Lips  muft 
abforb  than  any  external  part  of  the  Body,  where 
Subftances  capable  of  being  abforbed  have  both 
Cuticula  and  Cutis  to  pafs !  Befides,  I  was  convinced 
of  it,  from  the  ready  Entrance  this  Virus  meets  with, 
and  from  the  fpeedy  and  effectual  communication 
of  its  direful  Effects,  as  in  the  Cafe  of  an  Ulcer  in 
the  Lip  coming  into  Contact  with  that  of  a  found 
Perfon.    Thefe,  Sir,  were  my  Reflections,  on  read- 
ing your  Book;  and  I  firmly  hold  them  to  this  Hour« 
I  cannot  here  omit  mentioning  your  Sentiments 
touching  my  worthy  Teacher,  Dr.  Hugh  Smith's 
Injections;  firft,  of  Bland  Oil,  afterwards  of  a  Solu- 
tion of  White  Vitriol.    You  are  the  only  Surgeon 
that  I  ever  found  would  even  bear  the  Mention  of 
fuch  an  Injection ;  but  it  was  becaufe  tliey  never 
gave  themfelves  Time  to  confider  the  Principles  on 
which  it  was  founded.    But  you  have  candidly  con- 
fidered,  and  handfomely  defended  them.    I  can  only 
"add  my  warmeft  Wifhes,  that  your  truly  laudable 
and  difinterefted  Purfuits  may  be  fucceeded  by  grow- 
ing and  lading  Fame  and  Opulence ;  who  am, 
though  not  fo  happy  as  to  know  you,  Sir, 

Your  obliged  humble  Servant, 


Borebam-<wood, 
hear  Barnet,  Herts, 


S.  SAUNDERS, 


To  Mr.  6  L  A  R  E,  Surgeon. 
SIR, 

A Lieutenant  in  the  Navy,  in. the  Month  of 
November,    1781,    contracted  Siphylii, 
for  which  he  had  been  bled  freely,  taken  rougK 
Mercurial  purges,   and  been  ordered  to   abftam . 
from  all  ftrong  liquors.    From  this  fevere  treatment, 
and  the  diforder  together,  he  was  greatly  ema- 
ciated ;  in  which  {hue  he  applied  to  me.    By  the 
ufe  of  your  method,  and  a  free  regimen,  he  foon 
recovered  his  health.     When  I  propofed  his  rub- 
bing a  little  powder  on  his  lips,  he  feemed  much, 
prejudiced  againir.  it,  faying,  ;'  What  can  that  do  ?^ 
But  on  my  explaining  the  nature  and  operation  of 
the  procefs,  he  confined  to  make  a  trial  01  it  ;  and 
afterwards  thanked  me  for  my  great  attention  ac  j 
care  of  him. 

I  have  been  afTured  by  feveral  perfons,  that  they 
have  repeatedly  cured  them felves  by  the  ftions 
in  your  book  ;  which'  will,  in  all  probabi  liry,  caufe, 
your  method  to  be  brought  into  general  ufe  ;  a  cir- 
cumftance  devoutly  to  be  wimed  for  the  good  of 
mankind. 

To  fum  up  the  merits  of  your  practice  in  few- 
words,  I  am  convinced  that  many  lives,  dettroyed 
by  confumptions,' arifing  from  violent  courfes  of 
Mercury,  might  have  been  preferved  by  the  adop- 
tion of  your  mild  and  falutary  procefs. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

Wm.  TURNBULLy 

Surgeon  of  his  Majefty's  Royal  Navy. 

u  Hoc  ore  tibjorpto  fugiunt  pallorqHc  fitufque, 
(t  Membratjuc  luxuriant," 

Ovid  MitaSi. 
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_L  HERE  are  few  Maladies,  the  effeclsof  which  are 
more  felt  by  fociety  than  thofe  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 
The  other  evils  which  attack  mankind,  very  often  affecT:  only 
individuals.  This  feems  to  include  the  fpecies  in  general. 
They  are,  perhaps,  only  felt  at  intervals,  whereas  this  is 
every  day  renewed. — It  taints  as  it  were  the  very  fource  of 
life,  and  defcends  from  one  generation  to  another. — And 
what  adds  to  it's  horrors-  is,  that  in  proportion  to  it's  pro- 
pagation, it  difguifes  it's  appearance,  and  eludes  all  the 
purfuits  of  Art.  No  ohjeO;  feems  more  worthy  than  this* 
Ito  fix  the  attention  of  Government.  To  preferve  the  pre- 
fent  generation  to  the  State  ;  and  to  prepare  k  a  future 
face,  which  fhall  be  more  healthy  and  llrongr  are  the  ob- 
jects of  medicine,  in  the  treatment  of  a  difeafe  which  at- 
tacks men  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  deprives  their  country 
6f  thofe  fervices,  and  of  thofe  defcendants  from  them, 
which  (he  had  a  right  to  expeft.  Diminiflied  population, 
regeneration  of  the  fpecies,  weaknefs  in  the  State  :  Thefe 
lare  the  effects  of  this  cruel  difeafe." 


Of  Mercurial  Frictions. 

If  the  patient  rubs  in  the  mercury himfelf,  he  foon  tires^ 
ind  thefriclion  is  incomplete. — If  it  is  an  aififtant  who  does 
wis,  the  fame  inconvenience  may  happen. — It  often  occurs 
that  the  texture  of  the  (kin  prevents  the  particles  of  mercury 
from  penetrating  through  it's  pores,  and  the  ointment  which 
keeps  them  divided  becomes  an  obfiacle  to  their  pa-ffage. — 
Hence  it  may  happen  that  too  little  mercury  will  be  intro- 
iuccd  into  the  blood,  and  there  will  be  always  uncertainty 
to  to  the  quantity  that  is  abforbed,  and  very  often,  little  or 
no  diminution  of  the  fymptoms.  On  the  other  hand  if  the 
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texture  of  the  (kin  is  very  loofe,  and  the  ointment  is  applk! 
with  force,  the  particles  of  the  mercury  will  be  eafily  al, 
forked,  and  will  be  liable  to  ffimulate  the  Secretory  orgar 
more  or  lefs,  according  to  the  temperament  of  the  patiei 
•&c.   Even  in  this  method,  jrxn  too  much  mercury,  the. 
will  often  be  exceffive  Salivation,  Diarrhea,  &c. 
will  weaken  the  patient,  and  render  it  impoflible  for  hi 
to  receive  the  neceffary  and  proper  quantity  of  the  remed 
As  we  are  often  obliged  to  repeat  the  frictions  after  the  on 
mcnthas  been  rubbed  on  every  part  of  the  body,  the  gre, 
and  filth  which  remain  upon  the  (kin,  are  often  an  obitai 
te  the  farther  admimon  of  mercury.  We  may  add  to  th 
that  the  patient's  linen  becoming  imbibed  with  greafe  a 
fweat  incommodes  him  by  it's  fetid  odour,  and  infecls  t 
air  he'  breathes.    Thcfe  are  not  the  only  inconvemences 
unftion." 

Of  Mercury  taken  internally. 

'"  THE 'efficacy  of  mercury  being  once  known,  it  , 
eafily  conceived,  that  it  might  be  poffiWe  to  introduc 
into  the  mafs  of  blood  through  the  prima  vice.  This  iyj 
eave  rife  to  all  the  various  preparations  which  have  b* 
ft  different  ,imeS,  introduced  mto  ufe  fucli ^as  Q£ 
Panaceas,  different  kinds  of  SEtlnoPs,  ^nnalar  and 
r^precipaates,  Ac  But  it  was  foon  acknowledg  d 
Ac  moft  difcerning,  .hat  all  thefe  remed.es  being  ^ 
wholly  mfoluble,  aaed  chiefly  on  the  organs  of  d.gefl 
fo  tha  commonly  only  a  very  fm.ll  portion  of  them  pa 
Lto  the  mafs  of  blood.  Sometimes  indeed  it  happe 
Ltby  a  particular  dtfpofition  of  the  abforbing  veffels 
4,ythe  afliHanceof.a  more  abundant  M,  too  muc 
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them  was  taken  up,  and  thus  occafioned  {welling  of  the 
elands,  crofions  of  the  mouth  and  tongue,  and  very  often 
falivations,  which  were  difficult  to  be  flopped.  If  on  the 
other  hand  the  medicines  remained  too  long  in  the  flomac'rt 
n  interlines,  they  produced  difagrecablc  accidents,  nuch- 
as naufea,  vomiting,  colic,  diarrbsca,  dyfentery,  crofions, 
andcven  ulcerations,  throughout  the  whole  inteftinal  canal." 

"  Boerhaave  had  mentioned  corrofive  fublimate.  as 
a  powerful  remedy  which  might  furceed  in  fome  defperate 
difeafes.  He  recommended  it,  indeed,  to  be  directed  only 
jy  the  hands  of  experienced  and  prudent  Phyficians.  but 
ie  ought  furely  to  have  forcfeen,  that  it  would  not  fail  to 
1  adminiflered  by  the  rafli  and  the  ignorant.  When  ap^ 
plied  to  the  flefli,  glands,  or  bones,  the  fublimate  occafions 
an  efehar,  and  deftroys  their  organization.  If  it  is  diflolved , 
pi  a  fmall  quantity  of  water,  it  produces  the  fame  effects, 
thouo-h  more  flowly.  What  is  thus  effected  externally,  is 
the  pifture  of  what  is  going  on  within.  Ought  we  then  to 
be  furprized  if  the  fublimate,  when  received  into  the  flomach, 
fliould  fo  irritate  and  flimulate  it's  delicate  and  fenfible 
tnembranes,  as  to  injure  it's  functions,  and  occafion  naufea, 
vomitings,  violent  colics,  and  fomctimes  even  convulfions  ? 
We  may  fay  more  than  this,  we  may  add,  that  fo  far  from 
refolving  the  infpiflatcd  Lymph,  it  will  produce  a  contrary 
effcfl  by  tending  to  condenfc  it  ftill  more,  and  thus  occafion- 
ing  eflecls  very  oppofite  to  the  intentions  of  the  Phyfician. 
All  this  is  proved  by  the  eafieft  experiments,  if  we  add 
only  a  weak  folution  of  the  fublimate  to  the  lymphalic  part 
ctf  the  blood,  and  expofe  it  to  the  degree  of  animal  heat, 
it  will  very  quickly  condenfe  and  coagulate.   I  have  had 
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occafion  to  fee  a  great  number  of  patients,  who  had  u£ . 
it  with  great  precaution,  and  yet  were  attacked  with  nau 
colics  in  the  epigaftric  regions,  and  fometiraes  through  t 
whole  abdomen.  The  venereal  fymptoms  had,  perha' 
difappeared,  but  the  patients  were  languid ;  their  appei 
was  depraved ;  they  had  naufea,  great  difficulty  of  digeftic 
a  flow  fever,  arid  conftantly  complained  of  pains  about  t 
ftomach.  At  length,  in  fome  cafes,  there  came  on  an  almi 
total  retention  of  the  aliment,  occafioned  by  a  refiflance 
the  Pylorus,  or  lower  orifice  of  the  flomach.  I  ha 
opened  the  bodies  of  feveral  who  have  died  in  this  way,  a: 
I  have  in  fome  found  the  pylorus  fo  contracted,  that 
would  hardly  admit  a  common  probe ;  it  appeared  like 
Bfchar',  and  this  fometimes  extended  to  the  Duodenu 
which  was  affected  in  like  manner.  I  have  fometimes  fou 
the  Mefentery  and  Mefocolon  indurated  and  thickened,  a 
even  the  coats  of  the  interlines  themfelves  fo  imbibed  , 
this  cauflic  liquor,  that  I  was  able  to  remove  them  w 
great  eafe,  as  it  were  by  layers.  The  pancreas  was  ha. 
fchirrous,  and  in  fome  degree  friable:  In  others  who  h 
died  confumptive  after  taking  the  fublimate,  I  have  fou 
the  lungs  hard  arid  fchirrous,  with  all  the  bronchial  glai 
tumified  and  hardened,  and  the  internal  furface  of  the  lui 
covered  with  a  purulent  fanies.  The  glands  of  the  t 
fentery,  the  axillary  glands,  and  thofe  which  accompany  I 
jugular  veins  were  likewife  enlarged  and  extremely  hard. 
Vide  Lalonette  on  Fumigation. 


By  the  New  M  o  d  e  of  Ab  sorption  the  abc 
difagreeable  and  pernicious  confequences  are  happ 
avoided. 


I 


A 

LETTER 

From  a 

Medical  practitioner 

In  LONDON, 

TO  A 

Friend  in  the  Country, 

WITH  AN 

ACCOUNT 

o  F 

Mr.      C  L  A  R  E's 
New  Mode  of  adminiftering  Me  rc  u  r  y 
By  ABSORPTION, 

FROM  THE 

; INTERNAL  SURFACE 
Of  the    M  O  U  T  H. 
The  Second  Edition. 
Printsd  in  the  Year,  1785. 


r»  f\  t 


R  e 


vhritttfih 


HUG 


t  »t  y  r  /'  *f* 


8.  C 


w  ^  A  '■! 


Dear  Sir; 


HpHE  human  mind  is  delighted  with  in- 
veftigating  the  origin  and  progrefs  or 
any  ufeful  invention,  but  as  it  is  generally 
impofli-ble  to  find  out  the  cafual  hints  which 
give  rife  to  difcoveries,  or  trace  the  fteps  by 
which  they  arrive  at  perfection,  this  defire 
can  feldombe  fatisfied.   With  a  view,  how- 
ever, to  gratify  your  curiofity  in  this  refpect, 
I  fhall  prefent  you  with  an  account  of  the- 
difcovery  of  a  new  mode  of  adminiftering 
Mercury  in  the  cure  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe, 
at  prefent  a  fubjeclofmuch  converfation  and  ^ 
intercfting  debate  in  this  metropolis. 

( 

It  is  now  almoft  generally  allowed,  that  ' 
the  virulent  poifon  of  this  contngious  Difeafe  ■ 
was  brought  into  Europe  about  the  clofeof  the- 
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fourteenth  century,  by  the  firft  adventurer^ 
who  difcovered  the  continent  of  America: 
And  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  introduction; 
of  an  evil,  which  fo  immediately  afTe£h  tho 
origin  of  life,  does  not  more  than  counter- 
balance all  the  advantages  that  have  been 
derived  from  the  difcovery  of  that  quarter 
of  the  globe.    The  contagion  of  this  direfu.! 
malady  quickly  diffufed  itfelf  over  all  Eu- 
rope, and  has  ever  fmce  continued  to  ex-, 
tend  its  ravages  among  the  inhabitants  o 
thefe  regions.     This  fell  dileafe,  however? 
h  not  without  an  effectual  remedy.  Mer- 
cury, if  judicioufiy  adminiftered,  is  probably 
capable  of  curing  it  in  every  ftage.;  and  ii 
is  remarkable,  that  the  antidote  is  producec 
38  greateft  abundance  in  thofe  very  region: 
whence  the  bane  originated.    The  power 
of  this  mineral  in  expelling  the  Venerea' 
Virus,  might  have  ftill  remained  unknown 
had  not  Paracelsus  arifen  at  the  very  tim< 
of  its  introduction  into  Europe,  a  bold  em 
Viric,  who  contemned  the  timid  practice©: 
former  phyiicians,  and  profeffed  to  perforn 
wonderful  cures,  by  means  of  chemical  pre.; 
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parations.    By  this  man,  the  virtues  oF  mer- 
cury, in  curing  this  and  other  difeafes,  were 
firft  demonstrated.    Since  that  time  phylici- 
ans  have  been  conftantly  employed  in  in- 
venting various  preparations,  and  trying  dif- 
ferent modes  of  adminiftering  this  remedy. 
But  they  found  that,  like  all  other  aflive 
medicines*  when  taken  into  the  Jlomach,  ai- 
tho'  it  might  cure  the  difeale,  it  materially 
injured  the  conftitution-     Mercury,  when 
chymically  prepared,  is  faid,  by  antientchy- 
mifts,  to  be  compofed  of  Spicule,  or  fharp 
pointed  chryftals,  which  vellicatc  and  wound 
the  tender  coats  of  the  ftomach.    The  mo- 
derns define  it  to  be  an  acrid  ialine  quality 
in  the  mercury.     The   injurious  effefts, 
however,  are  the  fame  in  either  cafe. — The 
vegetable  kingdom  was  then  explored  in 
queft  of  a  milder  antidote  for -this- diforder, 
but  without  fuccefs ;  for  ahho'  fome  plants 
may  aflift  in  the  cure,  yet  in  this  country 
none  can  be  depended  upon  ahnt  as  an 
effectual  remedy. 

Whatever  may  have  been  alledged  to  the 
contrary,  this  affertion.is  but  too  well  fup- 
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ported  by  the  prefent  deplorable  fituation  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  newly  difcovered 
jflands  in  the  fouthern  ocean. 

The  European  baneful  thirft  of  curiofity, 
has  introduced  among  thoie,  previoufly  in- 
nocent and  happy  people,  a  horrid  and 
Ioathfome  difeafe,  rapidly  diffufing  mifery 
and  death,  and  whofe  extenfive  devaftations 
they  are  poffefled  of  no  means  to  oppofe.- 

The  deleterious  effects  of  mercury,  when 
taken  into  the  ftomach  and  inteftines,  being 
but  too  evident,  fome  more  fafe  mode  of 
introducing  it  into  the  habit  was  much  to  be 
defired.  The  only  way,  however,  hitherto 
employed,  of  effecting  this,  by  any  other 
furface  than  that  of  the  inteftines,  is  by 
rubbing  mercurial  ointment  upon  the  /kin. 
But  this  procefs  is  found  to  be  attended  with 
fo  many  inconvenient  and  difagreeable  cir- 
cumftances,  that  the  practice  can  never  be 
univerfally  employed. 

Mr.  Clare's  fituation  afforded  him  oppor- 
tunities of  feeing  a  variety  of  cafes,  where 

either 
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cirher  an  extreme  irritability  of  the  ftdmacH 
and  bowels,  or  an  infuperable  repugnance  to 
fwallow  medicine,  prevented  the  internal  ex- 
hibition of  mercury  j  at  the  fame  time  the 
method  of  inunflion  was  found  to  be  very 
difagreeable.  This  naturally  induced  him  to* 
fearch  for  fome  more  eafy  mode  of  introduc- 
ing mercury  into  the  fyfrem.  An  acqvaint- 
ance  with  anatomy  pointed  out  the  internal 
furface  of  the  mouth,  as  a  part  from  whence 
a  very  great  number  of  abforbent  velTels  ori- 
ginated, and  eafily  fuggefted  the  idea  that 
mercury  applied  there  would  be  abforbed 
with  facility,  and  quickly  conveyed  into  the 
circulation.  He  candidly  refolved  to  make 
the  experiment  firft  upon  himfelf.  Accord- 
ingly he  applied  fmall  quantities  of  calomel, 
at  intervals,  to  his  tongue,  and  the  infide  of 
the  cheek,  around  the  orifice  of  the  falivary 
duel;,  (where  the  abforbent  vefTcls  are  diftri- 
buted  in  great  abundance)  then  rubbing  it 
well  with  his  tongue  •,  and  being  careful 
not  to  f wallow  the  faliva,  he  found  to  his' 
great  fatisfacYion,  its  powerful  influence  on 
the  fyftem,  and  that  it  produced  the  defired 
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fe&s  much  fooner  than  an  equal  quantity 
taken  into  the  ftomach.  The  peculiar  fitnefs 
of  this  furface  for  abforption  being  thus 
eftabliflied,.he  began  to  give  mercury  in 
this  way  to  his  patients,    and  the  event 
fully  confirmed  his  own  ideas  of  the  pro- 
priety of  this  practice.    Having  found  that 
mercury  adminiftered  in  this  manner,  was 
as  efficacious  as  when  taken  into  the  fto- 
mach; and  at  the  fame  time  free  from  all  the 
bad  confequences  of  that  pradice,  as  well  as 
the  inconveniencies  attending  the  mercurial 
ointment,  Mr.  Clare  has  ever  fince  continued 
to  employ  this  method. 

Various  preparations  of  mercury  have 
been  applied  in  this  manner,  and  abforbed,. 
although,  not  with  equal  advantage.  Some 
of  them,  ftimulating  the  veffels,  are  .taken; 
up  with  greater  rapidity  than  calomel,  but 
their  acrimony,  when  not  very  carefully  cor- 
refted,  is  ape  to  inflame  and  irritate  the 
the  parts  to  which  they  are  applied. 


Upon 
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Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  Clare  appears  to 
give  the  preference  to  calomel,  and  mercurius 
calcinatiis,  as  being  abforbed  with  fufficient 
facility,  and  without  injury  to  the  farface  of 
the  mouth*:  Nor  does  he  find  that  mer- 
cury when  duly  adminiftered  in  this  manner, 
tends  to  run  off  by  the  interlines,  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  frequently  renders  it  ineffi- 
cacious when  taken  into  the  ftamach. 

This  falutary  pracYice  Is  not  merely  con- 
fined to  the  administration  of  mercury, 
other  remedies,  as  the  fait  of  bark,  James's 
powder,  &c.  when  applied  to  the  furface  of 
the  mouth,  are  found  to  be  abforbed,  and 
to  produce  their  beneficial  effects  upon  the 
conftitution.    This  points  out  an  effectual 


*  Mr.  Clare's  general  directions  are,  to  rub  half  a  grain, 
or  a  grain  of  calomel,  or  mercurius  calcviatus,  according  to 
the  urgency  of  the  complaint,  on  the  furface  of  the  tongue  and 
lips,  two  or  three  times  a-day.  The*  patient,  he  fays,  is  not- 
Wider  the  neceflity  of  obferving  any  regimen,  or  fubmitting  to 
confinement. — Theeafe  and  fecrccy,  with  which  this  method  - 
of  cure  may  be  conduced,  are  obvious. 


method 
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method  of  adminifrering  medicine  in  varlous- 
difeafes,  which  frequently  prove  fatal  either 
from  the  patient's  repugnance  to  drugs,  or  total 
inability  to  fwallow  ;  confequently  it  is  well 
adapted  to  the  convenience  of  children  as> 
well  as  adults. 

When  this  new  mode  of  adminiftering  mer- 
cury was  made  public,  like  all  other  im- 
provements, it  met  with  confiderable  oppo- 
fition  from  many  of  the  faculty;  while  others 
equally  refpedlable,  being  convinced  of  its 
utility,  gave  it  their  patronage  and  fupport.* 
It  would  be  prefumptuous,in  me  to  decide- 
upon. its  merit,  after  the  public  teftimonies 
which  Dr.  Hunter,  Mr-  Cruikfoank,  and  other 
eminent  medical  gentlemen  have  given  in  its 
favour, 

Mr.  Clare's  other  publications  are,  a  Treatife 
on  the  Gonorrhoea ;  Remarks  en  the  Benefit  of 
extending  Inoculation,  in  a  letter  addreffed  to 
Dr.  Euchant  Author  of  Domeftic  Medicine  ;  Ob- 
fervations  on  the  lenient  Method  of  treating  ; 
Wounds  and  Ulcers  ;  on  the  Nature  and  Cure  of 
Abfceffes,  and  the  great.  Utility  of  Medical- 
Surg  ery. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c*. 
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A  Letter  from  Di\  Kirklakd,  to  Mr.  Clare. 


«  Dear  Sir,  4/&fy,  Aug.  18,  83. 

I Am  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  your  Pamphlets,  and 
for  the  honorable  mention  you  have  made  of  me.  I 
have  read  them  with  pieafure,  and  approve  of  the  prac- 
tice of  ufing  injections  in  the  cure  of  the  gonorrhoea. 
It  is  the  ready  "way  to  work,  nor  does  it  deny  the  afliit- 
ance  of  internal  medicines,  when  virulence  or  negleft 
has  mode  them  neceffary.    I  hncerely  wilh  you  fuccefs 
in  decrying  the  ufe  of  large  quantities  of  mercury  in  the 
cure  of  Siphylis  ;  it  is  perfectly  unneceflary,  always  in- 
jurious, and'  I  do  believe  it  has  killed  multitudes,  and 
deftroyed  the  health  of  millions.  I  hope  to  fee  the  hor- 
rid practice  of  daubing  with  loads  of  exringuifhed  quick- 
filver,.  laid  afide,  and'I  mean  to  affift  in  expunging  a 
method  founded  in  erroneous  principles.    I  am  glad 
alfo  to  fee  you  turn  your  thoughts  to  Medical  Surgery; 
and  if  Surgeons  in  general  would  look  the  fame  way, 
they  would  be  doing  cfleuual  fcj.vi<-e  iu  mankind.  Wifl> 
ing  fuccefs  in  your  inquiries, 

I  am,  Dear  SIR, 
Your  molt  humble  Servant, 

THO.  KIRRLAND.'-' 


To  Dr.  KIRKLAND. 
Dear  Sir, 

PERMIT  me  to  return  you  thanks  for  the  honour 
of  a  letter,  in  which  you  hare  been  pleafed  to  ex- 
prefs  your  approbation  of  rny  method  of  curing  the 
Gonorrhoea  and  Siphylis,  and  alfo  of  my  attention  to 
Medical  Surgery.  Nothing  can  give  me  more  pieafure 
than  your  additional  teflimony,  which  rauft  have  great 
influence  with  the  public,  and  the  faculty,  .by  whom 
your  knowledge  and  judgement  is  held  in  the  higheft 
eftimation.  It  is  incumbent  on  me  to  announce  to  the 
world,  that  your  Sentiments,  Sir,  coincide  with  thofe 

of 


(   *  ) 

of  my  other  Medical  Friends,  who  have  come  forth  and 
declared  their  entire  difapprobation  of  the  common,  dif- 
agreeable,  and  injurious  modes  of  admimftering  mer- 
cury, and  whofe  voluntary  and  candid  atteftations, 
where  health  and  life  are  concerned,  cah  never  be  too 
much  valued  and  admired.  I  mail  take  the  earlieft  op- 
portunity of  conveying  you  the  third  edition  of'  my 
book,  with  an  anatomical  engraving  of  the  Villi  of  the 
Lips,  which  probably  you  may  not  have  feen,  and 
which  I  beg  you  to  accept.. 

I  agree  with  you  in  thinking,  that  "  if  Surgeons  in 
general  would  turn  their  thoughts  towards  Medical 
Surgery,  they  would  do  eflential  fervice  to  mankind." 

The  knife  (however  great  its  merit)  feems  to  have  ar- 
rived at  its  ne  plus  ultra  of  perfection  ;  and  the  molt,  fan- 
guine  cannot  expect  more  from  it  than  has  been  already 
experienced ;  but  Medical  Surgery  may  be  ftill  in  its 
infancy,  and  there  are,  in  all  human  probability,  fome 
remedies  not  known  ;  and  others,  though  known,  yet 
never  happily  applied,  which  may  hereafter  furnifli  a 
cure  for  cancers,  and  other  diforders  at  prefent  ranged  in 
the  clafs  of  incurables.  Our  attention  and  diligence 
lliould  therefore  be  particularly  engaged  in  this  moft 
rational  purfuit,  from  which  we  have  nothing  to  fear, 
and  every  thing  to  hope. 

I  am,  Dear  SIR, 

Your  mod  humble  Servant, 

P.  CLARE. 


P.  S.  It  may- be  worth  obfervation,  that  great  advan- 
tage attends  the  ufe  of  faline  preparations  of  mercury, 
which  diffolving;  are  more  quickly  abforbed  than  other 
powders  not  foluble,  and  riling  againft  their  own  weight. 
The  moil  acrid  of  this  clafs,  when  properly  mixed,  may 
be  fafely  applied  to  the  upper  furface  of  the_  tongue, 
•bferving,  for  fome  time,  not  to  fwallow  the  faliva. 
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PREFACE. 


TN"  a  former  Edition  of  an  Essay  otf 
the  Cure  of  Abscesses,  &c.  I  took 
notice  that  it  was  a  frequent  obfervation  of 
Mr.  Pott,  that  many  Gentlemen  who  came 
to  the  Hofpital  to  finim  their  education, 
were  too  apt  to  fix  their  attention  on  the 
operative  part  of  Surgery  only.  Opera- 
tions, he  obferved,  would  feldom  occur  to 
them  in  practice,  in  comparifon  with  the 
common  bufinefs  of  Abfcefles,  Wounds,  and 
Ulcers ,  and  as  thefe  muft  daily  come  under 
their  care,  he  wilhed  them  to  endeavour 
particularly  to  make  themfelves  mailers 
tf  the  Healing  Art. 

From  an  early  initiation  in  Surgery  at  the 
Hofpital,  I  became  a  friend  to  lenient  ap- 
plications, inftead  of  fuch  as  were  of  an 
irritating  nature,  which,  I  obferved,  gave 
great  pain,  and  did  much  mifchief.  Mr. 
Pott's  practice,  contrafted  with  that  of  others, 
afforded  an  opportunity  of  comparing  the 
different  effects,  and  the  pupils  in  general, 
whofe  young  minds  had  not  yet  been  tinc- 
tured with  ftrong  prejudices,  were  foon 
convinced  which  method  ought  to  be  pur- 
fued.  r 

It  has  been  proverbially  faid,  that  a  Sur- 
geon mould  have  a  fteady  hand  and  a  hard 
heart ;  the  fir  ft,  is  a  qualification  highly  expe- 
dient, the  latter,  I  fear,  is  often  productive  of 
much  mifchief;  perfons  having  been  edu- 
cated to  Surgery,  for  reafons  which  ought  for 
ever  to  have  excluded  them,— becaufe,  thev 
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were  by  nature  cruel,  and  loved  to  torment. 
That  there  are,  and  have  been,  too  many 
of  fuch  difpofitions,  in  every  age  and  in 
every  country,  cannot  be  denied  ;  and  this 
has  probably  been  the  reafon  that  Surgery 
has  made  fuch  flow  advances  towards  per- 
fection. I  have  feen  a  perfon  feared  with  a 
hot  iron,  which  threw  him  into  a  fever, 
and  he  died  in  confequence.  Other  in- 
flances  of  unjuftifiable  feverity  have  occurred, 
even  of  late  days,  and  fome  are  entered  on 
record  ;  thus  much  is  advanced  for  truth's 
lake,  and  in  juftification  of  what  I  have 
before  afferted  ;  to  lay  more,  however  juft, 
might  fcem  invidious. 

To  the  honour  of  many  modern  Sur- 
geons, the  art  has  been  improved  in  all  it's 
branches,  but  in  none  fo  much  as  what, 
concerns  the  healing  province.  Surgery  has, 
in  all  ages,  been  accounted  a  Divine  Art  j 
which  it  then  only  is,  when  conducted  on 
right  principles,  and  made  to  conduce  to 
the  eafe  and  prefervation  of  mankind. 

—1  hope  the  liberty  I.  have  taken  in  the 
following  pages,  of  extracting  from  the 
works  of  others,  will  not  give  them  offence, 
or  be  imputed  to  me  as  a  fault ;  my  prin- 
cipal Motive  is  to  furnifh  InftrucYion  and 
Improvement  from  their  ingenious  labours, 
not  meaning  in  any  refpedt  to  injure  them. 
—By  borrowing  rays  from  Luminaries, 
we  extend  the  influence  without  diminiuV 
ins;  their  Lustre. 

C  franc 'cry- Lane \ 
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SECT.  I. 


Of  Abfcejfes ;  their  Nature  and  Cure, 

AN  Abfcefs  is  a  collection  of  matter  commonly 
feated  in  the  cellular  or  adipofe  membrane,  and 
fometimes  terminates  in  difperfion.  Its  formation  is 
attended  with  pain  and  fever,  and  generally  with 
Ihiverings,  all  which  are  the  fymptoms  of  a  conftitu- 
tion  labouring  under  fome  morbid  attack,  and  being 
critical,  fhould  not  be  repelled.  Emollient  poultices,, 
and  anodyne  fomentations  poflefs  a  relaxing  power, 
take  off  tenfion,.  and  give  eafe.  Bleeding,  under  cer- 
tain circumftances  promotes  maturation  ;  but  this  mult 
be  followed  with  caution.—— Abfcefles,  in  old  people, 
in  dropfical,  and  bad  habits,  tend  to  a  mortification. 
When  ripe,  they  fometimes  break  and  do  well  ;  but 
as  the  orifice  is  apt  to  clofe  too  foon,  it  may  be  found 
neceflary  to  keep  it  open  by  frequent  and  gentle  pref- 
fure,  and  fometimes  by  a  flight  touch  of  lunar  cauflic.. 
Surgeons,  however,  uiually  prefer  larger  openings  by 
the  knife  or  cauflic  pafte.'*  With  relpeft  to  the 
pain  from  a  cauflic,  compared  with  that  from  the 
knife,  it  is  but  little,,  efpecially  when  applied  to  a. 
cool,  uninflamed  (kin,  as  when  we  make  an  i flu e  ;.  or^. 
when  the  matter  is  quite  formed,  and  the  Ikin  thin, 
foft,  and  eafy  to  the  touch.  On  an  inflamed  part,  the 
cauflic  muft  undoubtedly  be  painful,;  f  yet.  if  we  may 

B  I-  judge 

*  Cauflic  :  mitius,  Pharm.  Lond.. 

■f  Should  it  be  neceflary  however,  in  fuch  a  fituation  to 
employ  the  cauflic,  it  may  be  mixed  with  opium. — «  With-- 
11  in  this  la  It  twelve-month  only,  fays  Mr.  Elfe,  wc 
"have  mixed  opium  with  our  cauflic,  and  we  have  re- 
"  fon  to  think  it  greatly  leflcns  the  pain,  inibmuch  that 
"  feveral  patients  have  fallen  afleep  during  its  operation*, 
u  and  all  have  owned  that  it  was  very  cal'y  to  bear;  nor 

does. 
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judge  from  what  our  patients  fay,  and  appear  to  fufler, 
it  is  by  no  means  fo  fevere  as  the  knife  ;  I  mean  all- 
together  confidered.  Neither  is  there  any  of  the  ter- 
ror that  accompanies  the  knife,  a  circumftance  of 
great  moment  with  timorous  minds;  fear  being  as 
great  an  evil  as  pain  itfelf.  A  cauftic  of  the  dimen- 
sions of  a  fix-pence  is  generally  fufficient  for  the 
largeft  Abfcefs,  and  makes  a  free  vent  for  the  difcharge 
of  matter.  I  have  known  many  AbfcefTes  near  the 
re&um  opened  thus  in  a  depending  part,  and  cured  in 
a  very  fhort  time  with  the  greateft  eafe,  and  as  effec- 
tually as  if  there  had  been  an  incifion  of  feveral 
inches  in  length;  and  often  Abfceffes  here  will  break, 
and  having  no  communication  with  the  interline,  will 

.  cure  themfelves  without  the  aftiftance  of  an  artificial 
aperture.  When  they  become  fiftulous,  the  cafe  is 
altered,  and  a  divifion  of  the  finus  is  required. _  This 

.  is  bell  performed  with  the  probe-pointed  knife,  re- 

,  commended  by  Mr.  Pott  in  preference  to  the  fcifTars, 
which  being  "intolerably  painful,  ought  therefore  to 
be  difcarded.    Wounds  made  by  a  cauftic  have  no 

•  jagged  lips,  or  callous  inverted  edges,  nor  fwufes  ; 
being  quite  open,  they  are  dreffed  with  the  greatefl: 

.eafe,  but  not,  when  made  with  the  knife,  thefe  being 
both  painful  to  drefs  and  difficult  to  cuec.  As  the 
wound  heals,  where  a  cauftic  has  been  applied,  the 
circumjacent  fkin  draws  in,  and  very  little  new  fkin 
is  wanted.  One  cauftic  does  the  bufinefs,  but  rarely 
doth  one  incifion  fuffice.  I  knew  a  furgeon  who  loft 
a  patient  fome  years  ago,  by  infilling  on  making 
one  incifion  more  in  his  pofteriors ;  the  gentleman 

would 

*«  does  the  opium  appear  in  the  leaf*  to  deflrov  the  virtue 
"  of  the.  cauftic."  Mr.  Elfe  recommends  the  cautlic  in 
the  cure  of  the  hydrocele  in  preference  to  the  knife,  altho' 
he  was  a.  doxteious  operator.  Caullics  fometimcs  give 
fo  little  pain,  that  having  been  applied  as  common  plail- 
Crs,  and  reprefented  as  fuoh  to  the  patient,  he  has  roc 
known  that  he  has  undergone  this  operation.  11ns  can, 
never  be  alledged  in  favour  of  the  knife,  the  pain  horn 
which  is  generally  very  acute. 


■would  not  fubmit,  but  took  a  certain  quack  medi- 
cine of  the  cordial  invigorating  kind,  and  the  Ji/ius, 
which  the  furgeon  had  delired  to  lay  open  with  the 
knife,  got  well  without  it.  The  patient  exulting  on 
the  occaiion,  and  giving  the  merit  of  the  cure  to  the 
medicine,  the  furgeon  obferved  that  he  had  done  the 
bufinefs  by  the  knife.  "  It  may  be  fo,  (replied  the 
patient)  but  it  is  plain  you  was  miftaken  then,  and 
by  the  fame  rule,  you  might  be  fo  before."  The 
knife  which  ought  to  be  the  laft  refort,  is  too  often 
the  fir  ft,  with  thofe  who  are  fond  of  difplaying  it; 
though  a  good  and  neceffary  inftrument  in  many  cafes, 
in  the  hands  of  an  expert,  judicious,  and  humane 
furgeon  ;  yet  when  employed  by  others,  it  is  too  often 
the  reverie,  proving  both  mifchievous  and  cruel. 
.The  fafe  and  proper  ufe  of  it  can  only  be  acquired 
by  firft  feeing  the  operations  of  others,  and  after- 
wards by  practice,  but  never  from  books  alone,, 
without  anatomical  (kill,  and  manual  experience. 

Mr.  Pott  attributes  many  of  the  cures,  faid  to  be. 
performed  by  quack  medicine's,  to  the  efiecT:  of  Nature 
alone.  "  Without  intending  any  thing-  upon  an  honeft 
or  a  rational  principle,  fays  he,  Empirics,  for  want 
of  knowing  what  to  do  properly,  drefs  with  fome 
fuperficial  ointment  or  plaifter,  and  leave  the  conduct 
of  fores  to  Nature,  .who,  when  the  impediments  of 
dreffings  (which  often  offend  either  in  quantity  or 
quality)  are  removed,  will  do  much  more  than  her 
too  officious  affiftants  believe."  Is  it  not  poffible  that 
fuch  a  medicine  might  cafually  reftore  a  bad  con- 
ftitution  ?  I  fliould.  conceive  it  might ;  if  fo,  it  fliews 
the  utility  and  neceffity  of  Medical  *  Surgery,  which 
I  believe,  if  more  attended  to  in  practice,  and  better 
underftood,  might  often  effect  cures  in  diforders  where 
the  manual  exercife  of  the  knife  had  failed,  and 
brought  difcredit  on  the  healing  art.  The  propriety 
therefore  of  having  the  belt  medical  aid  'on  thefe  oc- 

cafiona 


*  See  Dr.  Kirkland's  Enquiry  into  the  Prefcnt  Srate  of 
Medical  Surgery,  including  the  analogy  between  exter- 
XiflUDtt internal  diforders,  and  the  infeparability  of  tlicfe 
branches  of  the  fame  profeflion.. 
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cafions  will  not  be  denied.  I  entirely  agree  with 
Mr.  Pott,  "  That  the  boaft  of  univerfal  fpecifics, 
of  remedies  infallibly  preventative  of  difeaies,  and 
of  means  whereby  chirurgical  operations  may  be  ren- 
dered totally,  unnccrjfary,  is  the  language  of  quackery, 
and  not  of  fcience." 

"  The  prefervation  of  any  part  of  the  human  frame,  fays 
Mr.  P.  has,  at  leaft,  as  much  merit  as  the  moll:  dexterous 
manner  of  removing  it ;  and  there  are  many  diforders 
ltriftly  within  the  furgeon's  province,  the. manage- 
ment of  uhich  will  require  more  real  flcill  and  judge- 
ment, than  are  necellary  for  the  mere  performance  of 
any  operation  whatever ;  not  to  add,  that  the  power 
and  capacity  of  a  practitioner,  are  full  as  often  fliewn 
by  preventing  an  operation,  as  in  performing  it." 

'  "  Surely,  fays  Dr.  Kirkland,.  the  fuffering  the 
medical  practice  of  lurgery  to  degenerate,  is  difgrace- 
ful  to  the  feience,  and  highly  injurious  to  fociety. 
For  he  who  emits  to  inform  himfelf  in  the  methods 
of  preventing  operations,  will  perform  more  than  are 
necciiaiy  ;.  and  many  a  limb,  which  might,  I  am  per-- 
fuaded,  have  been  faved,  has  been  taken  off,  becaufe- 
the  operator  had- never  attended  properly  to  the  art  of 
healing..    Every  blockhead  can  a?nputate  a  leg  ;  but  how. 
much  more  praife  worthy  is  he,  whofe  fkill  enables 
him  to  eftedf  a, cure,  and  preferve  the  limb  ?    The  dif-- 
cerning  part. of  mankind  will  efteem.  him  ;  he  will  ever- 
be  diltinguimed  from  the  herd  who  are  incapable  of: 
giving  Nature  proper  amftanc.e  under  difficulties,  and; 
his  own  rcfleftions  will  fully  reward  him  for  the  pains 
he  may  have  taken  in  gaining  that  knowledge  his 
profeflion  requires." — Thefe  observations,  founded  in. 
truth  and  humanity,  are  powerful  arguments  to  in- 
duce pupils  to  attend  minutely  to  every  circumftance 
which  may  advance  the  healing  art,  an  art  of  the 
greateft  importance  to  mankind,  and  by  a  proper  and! 
i'arly  attention  to  which,  the  worft  of  misfortunes  may. 
«.ften  be  prevented.. 


SECT,. 
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SECT.  II. 

From  Mr. Pott's  *  Remarks,  &c.Jhewing  his 
reafons  for  opening  Abjcejfes  by  Incifwn. 

•  T   ET  us,  fays  he,  fir  ft  fuppofe  the  matter  to  be 
Jj  4  fairly  formed ;  to  have  made  its  point,  as  it  is 

called ;  and  to  be  fit  to  be  let  out." 

"  Where  fuch  point  is,  that  is,  where  the  fkin  is 
moftthin,  and  the  fluctuation  moft  palpable,  there  the 
opening,  moft  certainly,  ought  to  be  made." 

u  Some  of  our  predecefibrs,  either  from  a  fear, 
which  almoft  neceflarily  accompanies  the  want  of 
anatomical  knowledge,  or  from  an  aukwardnefs  at- 
tending the  difufe  of  a  cutting  inftrument,  adopted  the 
method  of  opening  thefe  (as  well  as  moft  other  ab- 
fceffes)  by  cauftic.f " 

"  With  all  due  deference  to  authority,  I  will  ven- 
ture to  fay,  that  it  is  in  general  wrong  ;  and  particu-_ 
larly  fo  in  the  prefent  cafe." 

"  It  often  gives  unneceffary  pain  ;  and  it  produces 
a  lofs  of  fubftance,  and  a  kind  of  cicatrix,  which  is- 
not  onty  unfccmly,  but  frequently  proves  a  lafting 
inconvenience." 

•  "  Some  of  the  patrons  of  potential  fire,  do,  indeed, 
give  a  fpecious  kind  of  reafon  for  its  ufe  ;  viz,  that  it 
makes  a  more  large  and  free  opening  for  the  difchar^e  ; 
and  that  by  the  time  theefcharis  feparated,  the  hollow 
underneath  is  generally  more  than  half  filled  up." 

"  In  a  few  (very  few)  particular  cafes,  where  the 
deftrucfion  of  glandular  parts  may  become  neceffarv, 
after  the  cfchar.is  thrown  off,  (as  in  the  cafe  of  vene- 
real bubos)  there  may  be  fome  force  in  this  argument ; 
and  cauiHcs  may  be  found  ufeful  5  but  in  the  prefent 
cafe,  and  in  moft  others,  in  which  they  are  freely  and 

fit?* 

•  Fiftula  in  Ann. 

t  Comment.— The  late  Mr.  Elfc,  Surgeon  to  St.  Tho- 
mas'b  Ilofpital,  was  celebrated  for  his  dexterity  as  an 
operator,  and  taught  anatomv,  yet  lie  preferred  thecauflk 
to  incifion,  in  the  cure  of  tlic  hydrocele 


frequently  applied,  they  appear  to  me  to  be  highly 
improper  j  as  they  necefiarily  occafion  a  lofs  of  parts, 
and  a  kind  of  efchar;  which  is,  in  general,  an  inde- 
lible blemifh,  to  fay  no  worfe.  And  with  regard  to 
the  particular  circumftance  of  the  hollow  being  filled 
almoft  up,(  by  the  time  the  efchar  is  feparated,  if  the 
furgeon  will  drels  an  abfcefs,  opened  by  incifion,  in 
the  fame  eafy  fuperficial  manner  he  does  one  opened 
by  a  caufiic,  he  will  find  the  confequence  to.  be  the 
fame,  But,  I  know  not  why,  a  notion  has  long  pre- 
vailed, that  sn  abfcefs  opened  by  a  knife  muft  be  im- 
mediately crammed,  and  fluffed  with  drdfings,  while 
that,  on  whiehaeauftie  has  been  applied,  muft  be 
let  alone,  until  the  efchar  cafts  off.  Let  the  one  be 
treated  as  the  other  is,  (and  as  they  both  ought  to  be) 
and  the  event  will  be  found  to  be  alike  in  each  ;  ex- 
cepting this  material  difference  in  favour  of  the  knife, 
that  it  will  not  necefiarily  occafion  any  deftruclion  of 
parts,  lofs  of  fubftance,  nor  any  deformity  which  is  at 
all  comparable  with  what  muft  follow  the  ufe  of  the 
cauftic." 


Mr.  Pott  ftrongly  objeds  to  the  ufe  of  fciffars, 
becaufe,  as  he  juftly  obferves,  "  they  pinch  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  cut,  and  occafion  a  great  deal  of 
unneceffary  pain ;  and  he  concludes  with  faying,  they 
arc  upon  all  occafions,  where  mere  divilion  is  re- 
quired, a  very  bad  inftrument ;  they  may  aflift  an 
aukward  or  an  unfteady  hand,  but  are  more  fit  for  a 
farrier  than  a  Surgeon," 


O/z  the  DrcJJing  of  Sores, 

u  Mr,  POTT  aflts,  how  fuppuration  is  to  be  pro- 
duced and  maintained  ?  Not,  fays  he,  by  thrulling 
in  fuch  .applications,  as  hy  their  quantity  diftend, 
and  by  their  quality  irritate  and  dcitroy  ;  but  by 
d  re  fling  lightly,  and  eafily,  with  fuch  as  appeafc, 
relax,  and  foftcn," 

»  Where 
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«  Where  there  are  large  fores,  or  confiderabie  ca- 
vities, a  great  deal  will  depend  on  the  patient's  habit, 
and  the  care  that  is  taken  of  it;  if  that  be  good,  or  if 
"  it  be  properly  corrected,  the  furgeon  will  have  very 
little  trouble  in  his  choice  of  dreffings  ;  all  that  he  will 
have  to  do,  will  be,  to  take  care  that  they  do  not  of- 
fend either  in  quantity  or  quality  :  but  if  the  habit  be 
bad,  or  injudicioufly  treated,  he  may  ufe  the  whole 
farrago  of  externals,  and  only  wafte  his  own  and  pa- 
tient's time/' 

"  The  firft  dreffing  after  an  operation,  fliould  be 
permitted  to  continue,  until  a  beginning  fuppuration 
renders  it  loofe  enough  to  come  away  eaiily  ;  and  all 
the  future  ones  fhould, -be  as  light,  foft,  and  eafy  as 
poffible:  confifting  only  of  fuch  materials,  as  ar 
likely  to  promote  kindly  and  gradual  fuppuration. 

By  means  of  efcharotics  and  painful  dreffings,  cafes, 
which  at  firft,  and  in  their  own  nature,  were  fimpleand 
cafy  of  cure,  are  rendered  complex  and  tedious." 

Mr.  Pott  obferves,  "  that  cures,  which  are  thought, 
by  feveral  practitioners,  to  have  been  brought  about 
by  a  multiplicity  of  dreffings  crammed  in  tight,  and 
endeavoured  to  be  kept  fo,  by  all  the  caution  of  com- 
prefs  and  bandage,  are  very  frequently  effected  by  the 
•conftant  and  generally  fuccefsful  endeavours  of  Na- 
ture, to  thrufl  them  forth  again  :  or,  at  leaft,  fo  to 
difplace  them,  that  flie  gradually  gets  opportunities  of 
doing  her  own  bufinefs,  in  fpite  of  the  impediments 
of  art.  The  bufinefs  of  good  furgery  is  to  affill  na- 
ture ;  but  flie  will  Sometimes  get  the  better  even  of 
the  worft." 
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SECT.  III. 

Obfervations  on  the  Nature  ;  and  the  Dreffing 
of  Wounds.* 

, «  r  i  ^  O  conceive  rightly  of  the  nature  and  treat - 
|  ment  of  wounds  under  the  variety  of  diforders 
they  are  fubjecl:  to;  it  will  be  proper  firfr,  to  learn 
what  are  the  appearances  in  the  progrels  of  healing  a 
large  wound  when  it  is  made  with  a  (harp  inftrument, 
and  the  confUtution  is  pure.  In  this  circumftance, 
the  blood  veffels,  immediately  upon  their  :divifion, 
bleed  freely,  and  continue  bleeding  till  they  are  either 
flopped  by  art,  or  at  length  contracting  and  withdraw- 
ing themfelves  into  the  wound,  their  extremities  arc 
(hut  up  by  the  coagulated  blood. .  The  hemorrhage 
(bleeding)  being  flopped,  the  next  occurrence  in  about 
twenty  four  hours,  is  a  thin  ferous  difcharge,  and  a 
day  or  two  after,  an  increafe  of  it,  though  fomewhat 
thickened,  and  offenfive  in  its  fmelL  In  this  ftate  it 
continues  two  or  three  days  without  any  great  altera- 
tion, from  which  time,  the  matter  grows  thicker  and 
lefs  offenfive  ;  and  when  the  bottom  of  the  wound  fills, 
up,  with  little  granulations  of  flefli,  it  diminifh.es  in 
its  quantity,  and  continues  doing  fo,  till  the  wound  is 
entirely  fkianed  over." 

"  The  firft  ft  age  of  healing,  is  called  Digrjtion  :f 

the 

*  See  Mr.  Sharp's  Introduction  to  a  Treatife  on  the 
Operations  of  Surgery. 

f  Comment  ■ — In  the  firft  Stage,  that  of  Digeftion, 

which  is  the  formation  of  good  pus  on  the  fur  face  of  a 
fore  oilycireffings  are  applied  warm,  but  never  ihould  be  hot, 
as  they  would  be  painful ;  and  mild  eafy  remedies  only  are 
proper  It  mav  be  doubted  if  there  are  any  applications 
which  actually  promote  digeftion  ;  but  thefe  may  be  con- 
fidered  in  effect  digeftives,  fince  they  give  no  Interruption 
to  Nature  in  this  bufinefs;  whilft  painful  dremngs, 
falfely  called  digeftiyes,  defeat  the  very  purpofe  they 
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the  fecond,  or  filling  up  with  flefli,  InccH-narion  ;*  and 
the  laff,  or  Ikinning- over,  Cicatrization  .f 

"  In  recent  wounds  made  by  a  fharp  inftrument,  dry 
lint  is  generally  the  belt  dreffing  throughout  the  cure. 
At  firft  it  flops  the  blood  with  lefs  injury  than  any 
ftyptic powders,  or  waters;  and  afterwards,  by  abforb- 
ingthe  matter,  which,  in  the  beginning  of  fuppuration, 
is  thin  and  acrimonious,  it  becomes  in  effe£t,  a  digeflive.: 
during  incarnation,  it  is  the  fofteft  medium  that  can 
be  applied  between  the  roller  and  tender  granulations, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  it  is  an  eafy  comprefs  upon  the 
fprouting  fung  us  /' 

"  Over 

were  intended  to  promote.  This  is  an  a£t  of  the  con- 
fhtution,  and  when  that  is  in  a  good  flare,  digeftiort 
advances  properly.  When  the  circulation  is  languid,  and 
the  Vis  Vita;  defective,  nature  mufl  be  afiifted  by  cordial 
refloratives,  which  are  of  more  fervice  at  this  time, 
than  any  external  applications  whatfoever. 

*  Of  Incarnation. — The  fecond  Stage,  that  o£ 
Incarnation,  is  when  the  wound  begins  to  fill  up  with 
granulations  of  flefh,  and  when  thefe  are  of  a  florid 
complexion,  it  is  a  good  fymptom.  When  they  are  lux- 
uriant, and  rife  above  the  edges  of  the  wound,  this  ap- 
pearance is  called  a  fungus,  and  it  has  been  cuftomary  to 
apply  corrofive  medicines  to  reduce  it  to  a  level  with  the 
furrounding  fkin.  Thcfe  gave  great  pain,  and  protracted 
the  cure.  Formerly  furgcons  were  ufed  to  pare  away- 
fungous,  and  callous  edges,  with  the  knife;  and  what  was 
the  confequence?  after  this  moil  excruciating  operation, 

they  returnee'  with  increafe  of  pain  and  mifery.  Mr. 

Freke,  in  his  Effay  on  the  Art  of  Healing,  recommends,  with 
equal  humanity  and  iudgment,  warm  emollient  poultices, 
which  he  obferves,  foften  the  callous  edges  of  ulcers,  and 
difpofe  them  to  heal,  by  removing  the  flritture  of  the 
fkin,  and  promoting  a  free  perfpiration  in  the  part  affected. 
By  this  treatment,  and  a  horizontal  pofition  of  body,  the 
mofl  inveterate  fores  in  the  lower  limbs  have  been  happily 
cured. 

f  Comment. —  Cicatrhatkn  is  the  laff.  ftage,  and  com- 
pletes the  cure  of  wounds.  Sores  are  covered  over  by  the 
furrounding  fkin,  and  when  that  is  deficient,  by  the  for- 
ming of  a  new  organization  ;  and  fomctimes  from  ditfer- 
cnt  fmall  points  (like  iflands)  which  ia  this  cafe  OiC*f 
tnze  fall. 

C 
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•*  Over  the  dry  lint  may  be  applied  a  pledgit  of 
fnrae  foft  ointment  fpread  upon  tow,  which  muft  be 
renewed  every  day,  and  preferved  in  this  fituation  by 
a  gentle  bandage.  In  all  large  wounds,  after  the 
accident  or  operation,  the  firft  dreffing  fhould  not  be 
applied  in  lefs  than  three  days,  when  the  matter  being- 
formed,  the  lint  feparates  more  eafily  from  the  part  ; 
in  the  removal  of  which,  no  force  fhould  be  ufed,  but 
enly  fo  much  be  taken  away  as  is  loofe,  and  comes  off 
without  pain." 

**  The  frequency  of  dreffing  will  depend  on  the 
quantity  of  difcharge  ;  once  in  twenty-four  hours  is 
ordinarily  fufficient,   but  fometimes  twice,  or,  per- 
haps three  times  is  neceflary.    We  ought  not  to  be 
fcrupuloufly  nice  in  cleaning  a  wound ;  it  is  worth 
remarking,  that  a  fore  fhould  never  be  wiped  by 
drawing  a  piece  of  tow  or  rag  over  it,  but  only  by 
dabbing  it  with  fine  lint,  which  is  a.  much  eafier  me- 
thod for  the  patient.     Surgeons  fhould  not,  on  all 
occafions  fearch  into  the  cavities  of  wounds  or  fores, 
with  the  finger  or  probe,*  as  it  often  tears  them  open, 
and  indifpofes  them  for  cure." 

«  It  will  frequently  be  in  vain  to  purfue  the  belt 
means  of  cure  by  topical  applications,  unlefs  we  are 
aflifted  by  internal  remedies  ;  for,  as  many  ulcers  are 
the  effects  of  a  particular  indifpofition  of  body,  it  will 
be  difficult  to  bring  them  into  order,  while  the  caufe 
of  them'  remains  with  any  violence  ;  though  they  are 
fometimes,  in  a  great  degree,  the  difcharge  of  the 
indifpofition  itfelf,  as  in  the  plague,  lmall-pox,  &c^ 

*  This  is  fometimes  owing  to  ignorance,  fometimes  to 
eruelty  of  difpofition  ;  at  other  times  to  an  attestation 
of  knowledge  and  difcernment,  to  rain  credit  w.th  ,ome, 
who  think  a  man  cannot  be  a  good  furgcon,  who  knows  not 
how  to  give  his  patient  pain,  and  does  not  probe  the  wound 
well  to  the  bottom.  .  i  •„„<•„- 

Tlu-fe  fort  of  practitioners  arc  continually  fearching  to, 
Anii[?s,  and  if  they  do  not  find  any,  they  ot  ten  make  thojn 
with  their  probes.    Wherever  you  can  pais  a  probe,  fay 
Key,  Uu  mull  follow  it  with  the  fciflars.    I  have  ieen  tin 
abfu  d  advice  carried  to  a  high  degree  of  cruelty,  and  a 


SECT.  IV, 


From  Br.  Kirk  land's  Enquiry  into  tht 
prefent  State  of  Medical  Surgery . 

DR.  KIRKLAND  gives  an  inftanee  where  poul- 
tices, of  various  kinds,  and  fomentations  were 
applied  to  a  fmall  wound  in  the  leg  of  an  old  man. 
At  the  end  of  three  weeks  or  a  month,  it  was  thought 
advifeable,  fays  the  doctor,  to  purfue  a  different 
method.  "  The  man  appeared  to  be  of  a  very  irri- 
table habit,  of  a  hot  temperament  of  body ;  and  it 
was  imagined  that  the  turpentine  dreffings  and  fo- 
menting had  cccafioned  all  the  mifchief.  This  con- 
clufion  was  jufiified,  for  when  a  mild  fedative  digeffive 
was  applied,  and  a  tooling  ointment  covered  the  in- 
flamed parts,  a  fudden  alteration  for.  the  better  ap- 
peared, and  a  happy  termination  of  the  difeafe  was 
the  confequence." 

"  There  is  fome  danger  of  running  from  turpen- 
tine, and  heating  dreffings  into  the  oppolue  extreme, 
and  a  falhion,  I  fee,  is  anting,  of  leaving  nature  to 
nccoinplifn  her  own  work,  under  the  application  of 
inactive  remedies  incapable  of  giving  her  affiftance. 
No  man  is  a  greater  advocate  for  umplicity  in  reme- 
dies, than  I  am,  but  Intention  iliould  at  the  fame 
rime  be  purfued.  Former  practitioners  certainly  did 
right  in  employing  different  remedies  for  different 
Intentions,  as  the  cafes  might  require  ;  for  though 
nature' cures  difeafes,  file  mud  be  affiited  by  art,  and 
though  avoiding  painful  applications  is  a  main  object 
to  which  the  furgeon  (hould  always  attend,  yet  if  we 
only  have  in  view  the  choice  of  tliofe  remedies, 
which,  by  their  fimplicity  and  mild  difpofition;  are 

incapable. 

recent  wound  in  the  hand,  has  been  enlarged  with  fciftars, 
r.tc  probe  being  fitft  palled  in  the  cellular  membrane  un- 
derneath the  fkin.  This  was  done  by  a  difciplc,  one,  win? 
'<*  rigidly  adhered  to  the  precepts  of  his  mafUr. 
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incapable  of  giving  pain,  we  extend  our  refinements 
too  tar,  as  fuch  practice  is  equally  capable  of  doing 
miichief,  with  attempts  to  fubdue  difeafes  by  florin. 
In  one  inftance,  the  efforts  of  nature  are  overpowered 
and  flifled  ;  in  the  other,  flie  is  deftitute  of  help ; 
and  I  will  venture  to  affirm  that  the  moft  fimple  and 
healthful  ulcer,  will  frequently  degenerate  into  an 
exceeding  bad  ftate,  under  the  long  continued  ufe  of 
ointments  made  of  wax  and  oil,  poultices,  or  fomen- 
tations. For  thefe  things,  by  relaxing,  occafion  the 
Veflels  in  the  affected  part,  to  be  diftended^nd  over- 
charged ;  the  llagnating  juices  become  acrid,  vitiate 
and  inflame,  and  I  have  feen  the  worft  contequeneca 
under  this  treatment." 

*  It  is  not  always  fufficient  then,  that  remedies  are 
mild,  and  lie  foft  and  eafy  upon  the  part ;  they 
fhould  frequently  have  a  power,  as  we  {hall  occafion. 
?.lly  fliew,  of  preventing  inflammation,  of  eafing 
ptun,  of  removing  ob  ft  ructions,  of  correcting  acri- 
mony, of  taking  off  that  kind  of  irritability  which 
emollients  increafe.  For  thefe  purpofes,  the  neutral 
falts,  preparations  of  lead,  the  different  kinds  of 
name  balfams,  either  in  their  natural  ftate  or  divefted 
of  their  heating  property  ;  warm  gums,  opium,  the 
effential  oils  properly  corrected,  antifeptic  liniments, 
the  application  of  peruvian  bark,  alum,  cold  water, 
fpirit  of  wine,  and  a  variety  of  other  things  have  the 
preference  to  each  other  under  different  circum- 
liances,  and  different  combinations  of  thefe  affiftants, 
i  roduce  diiHnct  and  neceffary  Effect::.*" 

it  IMP 


*  Recent,  fweet  oil,  either  in  it's  liquid  form,  or  mo- 
dified with  wax  or  diachylum,  is  an  approved  and  ulctul 
application  to  lores  of  many  kinds.  Oil  ferves  as  mi- 
ne al  Pus,  and  comforts  the  tender  wound.  When  the  d>  - 
charge  is.acrid,  it  occafions  pain  and  m.fch.ef,  in  which 
cafe  oil  mixing  with  it,  corretts  it's  pernicious  quality 
and  gives  cafe.  When  the  Matter  is  redundant  and  of 
I  miTd  qualttv,  dry  lint  is  better  than  oil,  as  it  abforhs 
the  moillure/and  makes  the  fore  clean  and  comfortable 
for  fume  time,  h  fhould  be  laid  light  and  thin  on  the 
middle,  not  covering  the  edges  of  the  wound,  left  it 
fhould  adhere,  and  not  be  eahly  removed. 
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«  The  appearance  of  the  fore,  and  the  fymptoms 
attending  it,  will  ever  point  out,  to  a  careful  obierver,. 
the  exr.ct  ftate  of  the  patient ;  will  belt  diredt  what 
internal  medicine  is  to  be  chofen,  and  whether  a  com- 
bination of  medicines  are  neceffary.    People  ufed  to. 
the  cure  of  venereal  complaints,  will  foon  difcover  a. 
venereal  ulcer  by  it's-  afpecT;   the  method  of  cure 
to  be  puriued,  immediately  follows  ;  and  juft  fo  it 
is  with-  all  other  ulcers.    Bark,  fteel,  opium,  ele- 
campane,  elm  bark,   mercury,   nitre,,  acids,  lime- 
water,  and  a  variety  of  other  medicines  have  bear 
found  ferviceable  in  the  cure  of  ulcers;,  but  in 
what  kind  each  of  thefe  are  proper,   words  cannot 
defcribe.    The  look  of  the  ulcer  only  can  determine 
this  point ;   and  unlefs~the  knowledge  of  diftiiigu'ifb-- 
ihg  one  ulcer  from  another,  and  the  effefts  of  die 
different  medicines  upon  them,. be  acquired  by  careful 
attention,   all  proceedings  are  conjectural  and  un- 


certain."' 


"■  Phyficiiins?.  as  well  as  Surg'eons,  fhould  attend 
to  thedreffing  of  ulcers,  as  the  very  manner  of  dfeffingi 
with  the  fame  remedy,  often  either  forwards  of  pre', 
vents  a  cure.  For  inftance,  in  many  habits,  the- 
epulotic  cerate*,  though  properly  prepared,  fpread- 
thick,  continues  the  runnjng  of  fores  ;  whereas, 
when  it  is  fpread  thin  upon  lint,,  and  fuffered  to  dry 
before  it  is  ufed,  it  frequently  heals  them.  It 
is  the  fame  with  Digeftives  ;  and  different  decrees 
of  preffure,  the  Dr..obferves,  produce  very  different 
effects  on  fores."*" 

*  Comment-. — The  healing  of  n  fore  is  the  of  the 
constitution,  and  dctictnif,  on  internal  impulfe,  n^t  on  the 
Specific  quality  of  UiigSfeifts.  Thefe,  when  of  a  lenient 
kind,  and  frefh  made,  do  fcooil,  by  keeping  tlie  p«rtt 
moift,  and  defending  it  from  tlie  air;  when  rancid,  they 
do  mifchief,  though  compoftd  at  firfl  of  iogred'isius  pcir- 
fedlly  mild  and  innocent. 


C  3, 
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SECT.  V# 

The  Case  of  a  Compound  Fracture,  as  it 
was  related  verbatim,  by  the  late  celebrated 
Br.  Hunter,  at  his  Leclures. 

SPEAKING  of  the  nature  and  cure  of  Jimpk  and  com- 
pound fractures,  Dr.  Hunter  obferved,  in  his  lec- 
tures, that  in  treating  the  compound,  many  Surgeons 
did  mifchief,  and  irritated  the  wound,  by  their  of- 
licious  and  artificial  manner  of  drefling  it.  Inftea'd 
of  that  practice,  he  recommended  treating  the  com* 
pound,  as  much  as  is  poffible,  in  the  fame  way  as  the 
fimpk  fracture  :  and  in  confirmation  of  that  practice,, 
ufed  to  relate  the  following  well  attefted  cafe, 
which  was  always  heard  with  great  attention,  be- 
eaufe  the  inftruction  was  conveyed  in  the  way  of 
pleafantry. 

"  A  maniacal  patient,  Mr.  G  ,  who  was. 

confined  in  the  Infirmary  at  Edinburgh ,"  (betwixt 
thirty  and  forty  years  ago),  "  feeming  to  have  re- 
covered a  calm  and  rational  irate  of  mind,  was  allowed 
to  take  an  airing  in  the  garden  by  himfelf.  Here  he 
took  the  resolution  of  making  his  efcape  ;  and  got 
over  the  garden  wall.  In  dropping  himfelf  from  the 
wall,  which  was  very  high,  he  pulled  a  large  cape- 
ftone  along  with  him,  and  fuffered  a  very  bad  com- 
pound  fracture  in  his  leg,  He  was  carried  round,  and 
lodged  again  in  the  Infirmary,  in  this  unhappy  con- 
dition ;  and  the  furgeon,  who  was  prefently  brought 
to  him,  fet  the  leg,  drefled  the  wound,  applied  the 
cighteen-tailed  bandage,  &c.  in  the  ufual  way.  After 
all  this,  the  patient  appearing  to  be  very  calm,  the 
furgeon  gave  fome  proper  directions,  went  away, 
and  the  patient  was  left,  alone  to  get  fome  reft,  which 
was  thought  proper,  and  feemed  to  be  his  own. 
defire.  His  madnefs  now  took  a  Angularly  whirn- 
fical  turn  r  he  knew  very  well  that  he  had  got  a 
iniler;,ble  broken  leg  j   but    his  crazy  imagination 

made 
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made  him  believe-,  that  the.  furgeon  had  mifhiken  the 
leg,   had  beftovved  all  his  cunning  upon  the  found 
kg  which  required  no  attention,   and  had  left  the 
fhattercd  limb  to.  fliift  for  itfelf.    Under  this  firm 
perfuafion,  convinced  that  his  furgeon  was  too  igno- 
rant to  perceive  his  blunder,  too  conceited  to  be  let 
right,  and  too  proud  to  fufter  fuch  humiliation,  he. 
thought  it  would  be  moft  prudent,  in  his  prelent 
ftate  of  fubjeftion,  for  the  Cure  of  his  broken  leg, 
to  make  the  belt  ufe  he  could  of  the  judgement  and. 
dexterity  which  God  had  given  him.    He  removed, 
the  whole  apparatus  from  the  broken  leg,  with  great 
attention,  that  he  might  be  able  to  apply  it  to  the. 
other  leg,  fo  exaclly  in  the  fame  manner,  that  the. 
furgeon  fliould  not  be  able  to  difcover  the  alteration  ^. 
and,  left  any  fufpicion.  mould  ariie  and  lead,  to  an. 
enquiry  and  difcovery,  he  thought  he  lhould.be  ftill, 
more  fecure  by  fecreting  or  hiding  the  other  leg,  that, 
it.  might  not  be  found,  and  appear  in  evidence  againlV. 
him.    He  therfore  tore  a. large  hole  in  the  fheet  and. 
featherbed,,  and  buried  the  wounded  leg  among  the 
feathers. 

"  The  next  day,  when  the  furgeon  vifited  him,, 
he  faid,  that  for  a  while  he  had  been  in  pain,  but 
that  by  a  fortunate  and  accidental  motion  of  the  foot, 
the  pain  went  off,  as  by  a  charm  ;    that  he  had  con- 
tinued perfectly  eafy  ever  fiace;.  and  therefore  was 
refolved  to  keep  it  as  fteadily  as  poflible  in  the  fame 
fituation.    The  furgeon  finding  him  eafy,  the  pulfe 
quiet,  and  no  lymptom  whatever  of  fever,  went  to 
the  foot  of  the  bed,  and  lifting  up  the  clothes,  faid,. 
Let  us  juft  fee  how  the  foot  and  leg  look.  The 
patient  feemed  much  alarmed  with  the  propofal,  and. 
entreated  him  for  mercy's  fake,  to  delift     becaufe,  he 
faid,  the  leaf!  motion  in  the  world.,  would  difturb  it,, 
and  bring  all  his  pains  back  again.    The  furgeon 
aflured  him  that  the  bed-clothes  touched  nothing  but, 
the  cradle,  and  that,  the  lifting  of  them  up  could  not, 
in  the  leafl  move  cither  the  leg  or  foot ;    and  then 
obferving  to  the  fludents,  that  the  appearance  of  the. 
foot  was  as  favourable  as  he  could  with,  he  exprcned 
hh  fatisfa&ion  and  went  away..  Every  day's  vilit, 

after 
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to 


after  this,  turned  out  equally  fatisfactory,  both  . 
the  furgeon  and  patient,  till  the  fifth  or  fixth  day, 
when  the  furgeon  grew  very  anxious  to.  fee  the 
wound,  left  any  lurking  mifchief  fhould  be  concealed, 
raid  was  determined  to  remove  the  dreflings.  This 
the  patient  refilled,  firft with  prayers,  and  then  with 
imprecations  and  rage  ;  but  at  laft  was  obliged  to 
fubtnit.  The  furgeon,  with  a  cautious  and  tender 
hand,  removed  the  bandages,  and,  as  he  went  on, 
exprefled  the  pleafure  which  he  felt  on  feeing  the 
flfein,  both  above  and  below  the  wound,  in  fo  muiral 
a  condition.  At  length  he  lifted  up  the  dreffings, 
which  he  found  were  quite  loofe,  and,  feeing  a  leg 
now  perfectly  found,  which,  a  few  days  before,  he 
had  feen  in  fuch  a  lamentable  ftate,  you  can  better 
conceive  than  I  can  tell  how  he  looked.  After  a 
fhort  pa  ufe,  he  palled  his  fingers  along  the  iibia,  and 
then  laid,  I  only  know  that  a  fracture  and  wound, 
there  certainly  was,,  and  now  there  is  certainly 
neither.  Presently  he  recovered  himfelf  enough-  to 
recollecl:  that  it  was  the  other  leg  which  he  had  fet 
and  dreffed  ;.  and  faid,  Where  is  the  other  leg  ;  turn- 
ing oft'  the  bed-clcthes  at  the  fame  time.  Lunaticks 
are  quick  in  refources,  not  eafily  put  out  of  coun- 
tenance, and  imagine,  that  nobody  can  doubt  what 

they  aflert.    Mr.  G  fenfible  now  that  the 

leg  would  be  difcovered,  drew  it  out  from  among  the 
feathers,  faying, ^  with  great  expreffion  of  refentment 
and  rage,  that  he  would  now  expofe  the  furgeon's 
ignorance  to  the  whole  world  ;   that  he  always  knew 
furgeons   to  be  a  fet  of  ignorant  fellows,  though, 
they  wore  large  wigs  ;   and  now  he  would  prove  ir, 
by  a  fiiockimfinftance,  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  all  pre-. 
Cent.    This  leg,   faid  he,    holding  out  the  broken 
leo-   with  a  great  cake  of  blood  and  feathers  crufted' 
ove'r  and  round  the  wound,,  this  leg,    thank  God! 

is  as  found  as  any  man's  :         there,  pointing  to  the 

other,  is  the  broken  leg,  you- fee  what  *defpera« 

condition  it  is  in;  and- that  fellow  being  called 

did  nothing  for  it:  he  was.  called  to  fet  a  broken 

lee  •  but  he  did  not  know  a  broken  leg,  and  bound 
up  this.    After  venting  fome  more  ot  his  mdigna- 
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tion  and  rage  in  farcaftic  and  coarfe  language,  he 
begged  that  fomc  of  the  young  furgeons  would  bind 
Up  his  broken  leg,  (meaning  the  found  one),  for 
that  it  was  in  great  pain,  was  much  difturbed  with 
this  impertinent  examination,  and,  if  not  taken  care 
of,  would  make  him  a  miferable  object^  at  belt  a 
cripple  for  life.  The  furgeoti  feeing  his  patient  d 
imagination  fo  flrongly  perverted,  and  being  con* 
v'inced,  by  the  agitation  which  that  mifapprehenfion 
had  ratted,  that  it  would  be,  Upon  the  whole,  fafer 
to  indulge  him  in  his  wild  conceit,  with  humanity 
m  well  H8  good  fenfe,  defired  the  young  men  to  hu- 
mour him  by  putting  the  apMratu  on  the  found  leg. 
From  that  time  he  was  calm,  and,  in  all  other 
things,  reafonable.  The  cure  went  on  with  per- 
fect fuccef*  ;  the  fcab  of  feathers  dropped  off;  — 

the  wound  was  found  to  be  healed,  and  the  callus 
compleated  :  A  memorable  leffon  for  furgeons,  and 
a  ftriking  inftance  of  the  weaknefs  of  human  reafon, 
of  the  imperfection  of  our  boalled  art,  and  of  the 
power  of  Nature  1* 


*  Obfervation  with  refpect  to  a  frattured  chrvicle.—- 
Mr.  Pott  remarks,  '*■  that  the  prominent  part  of  a  broken 
clavicle,  that  part  of  it  which  is  next  to  the  Jiernum,  is 
juft  where  it  mould  be,  and  that  the  inferior  part,  that 
which  is  connected  with  the  J'capula,  is  out  of  it's  place, 
by  bt-ing  drawn  down  by  the  weight  of  the  arm  ;  and 
therefore,  inftead  of  loading,  as  is  ufual,  the  prominent 
part  with  quantities  of  comprefs,  which  never  can  do  any 
ferrice,  the  fur^eon,  by  a  proper  elevation  of  the  ai  m, 
will  bring  the  lower  end  upwaid  into  contact  with  the 
other,  and  thereby,  with  very  little  trouble,  accomplifh 
*hat  he  never  can  do  in  any  other  manner,  however 
operofe.  The  fame  thing  will  happen  from  the  lame  prin^ 
ciplcs,  in  the  leg  and  thigh,  5cc." 
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MISCELLANEOUS  REMARKS. 

"  rTUu    HPS.°fi'ecent'  fuPcrficial  wounds,  brin- 

and  &„*  r  OUg%  T°  CJ6fe  CO*ta<ft  each  other, 
atld  kept  fo    W11J  often  heal  at  once,  ty  tbc  firfi  iuteZ 

>T;  The  blo°d  »  the  befl  balfam  we  can  apply,  and 
gives  no  par«»    Wounds  are  faid  to  heal  £j 

^  !?°S^hc,S  they  ume  uithout  through  the 
Ihiges  of  dtgelhon,  &c.  13 

Sinuies  are  often  cured  by  counter  and  depending 

bJSdage  y  mRde'    ld  affiibd  by  <W» 

There  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  more  abfurd  or 
cruel  praclice,  than  to  take  away  a  circular,  oval,  or 
indeed,  any  piece  of  the  found  fkin  in  .an  abfcefs,  after 
making  a  pun&ure  or  an  incifion.  Crucial  incifions, 
and  then  removing  the  lips,  js  a  horrible  practice, 
and  is  happily  grown  info  difrepute. 

Ablceffes  in  the  breafts,  are  now  often  cured  by 
lmall  apertures,  (inflead  of  large  incifions,  which  are 
a  terror  to  the  patient)  and  the  application  of  emolli- 
ent poultices  :  thefe  fhould  be  made  thick  and  adhere 
to  the  fpoon;  they  will  then  be  found  of  fervice 
when  they  are  of  a  proper  confidence.  They  feem 
to  me  of  little  or  no  ufe,  when  they  are  put 
betwixt  cloths,  and  do  not  come  into  actual  contact 
with  the  part  affected. 

Mr.  Sharp  has  defcribed  the  mode  of  applying 
cauftics,  in  the  following  manner.  "  Let  an  orifice 
be  cut  in  a  piece  of  fticking-plaiffer,  nearly  as  big  as 
you  intend,  to  make  the  efchar,  which  being  applied  to 
the  part,  the  caufiic  mult  be  laid  on  the  opening,  and 
preferred  in  its  fituation  by  a  few  flips  of  plaifter 
placed  round  its  edges,  and  a  large  piece  over  the 
whole.''  A  bandage  alfo  isncceflary;  notwithftnnd- 
ing. which,  the  caullic  ufually  fpreads  one  third  be- 
yond the  limits  prefcribed  by  the  plaifter. 

The  caufiic  being  continued  three  hours,  will  com- 
monly do.  its  office  in  that  time.  It  caufes,  by  its 
heat,  a  mortification  of  the  integuments,  and  a  fepa- 
riuon  of  the  mortified  part,  commonly  happens  in 

five 
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five  or  fix  days.  Some  Surgeons  apply  hot  terebm 
tbinate  dretfing,  imagining,  that  thefe  draw,  and 
affift  the  reparation  of  the  efchar,  on  mechanical 
principles;  which  is  not  the-  cafe.  This  event  i» 
produced  by  the  granulations  arifing  in  the  wound, 
which  gradually  thruft  out  the  part  which  is  perifhed. 

On  the  NeccJJity  of  Amputation  in  certain  Cafes,  and 

under  certain  Circumjiances  ;  by  Mr.  Pott. 
*  T  am  fatisfied,  fays  Mr.  Pott,  that  the  propriety 
X  of  Amputation,   in  certain  cafes,  ftands  upon 
as  fixed,  and  as  rational  principles,  as  any  part  of 
Surgery.    A  contrary  doctrine  has,   within  a  fevr 
years,  been  boldly  and  induftrioufly  propagated,  not 
without  fome  very  indecent,  as  well  as  untrue  re- 
flections, on  the  profeifion  in  general,  and  on  thofc 
who  have  the  care  of  hofpitals  in  particular.'  Iam 
convinced,  that  fuch  doctrine  has  been  employed  to 
the  prejudice  of  mankind,  by  covering  ignorance 
and  timidity,  and  alfo  for  ferving  the  bafe  purpofe 
of  malevolence," 

*'  Mankind,  fays  Mr.  Pott,  are  rather  too  apt  to 
form  their  opinion  from  events  only ;  fuccefs  with 
many,  conftitutes  propriety,  and  the  failure  of  it,  is 
often,  very  unjuftly  fet  to  the  account  of  mifconduct, 
or  want  of  knowledge." 

*'  The  cafes,  in  which,  under  certain  circumftances 
Amputation  may  become  neceffary  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  patient's  life,  are  feveral,  but  I  will  confine 
myfelf  to  four. 

Thefe  are,  firft,  a  Compound  Fracture. 

Secondly,  Some  kind  of  fcrophulous  joints. 
Thirdly,  Some  kind  of  Aneurifms. 
Fourthly,  A  Caries  of  the  whole  fubftance  of  the 
bone  or  bones  compofing  a  Limb. 
In  all,  and  each  of  which,  it  may,  and  does,  fome- 
times  fo  happen,  that  the  patient's  life  can  be  only 
preferved,  by  the  lofs  of  the  Limb." 

"  I  fhould  be  very  forry,  fays  Mr.  Pott,  to  have 
it  fuppofed,  that  I  was  either  fo  unknowing,  or  fo 
brutal,   as  to  think  of  Amputation,  before  every 
thing  had  been  fairly  and  fully  tried,  and  found  in- 
effectual 
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effectual.  When  I  hear  people  talk  of  fpecific  bal" 
Tarns,  particular  fomentations,  &c.  I  can  only  be 
forry  to  find  them  fo  weak,  or  fo  wicked." 

**  If,  fays  Mr.  Pott,  in  another  part  of  his  work?, 
I  have  fometimes  found  myfelf  under  a  neceflity  of 
controverting  the  opinions  of  fome  Gentlemen  of 
deferred  eminence;  if  I  have  done  this  with  decency 
and  good  manners,  no  apology  is  neceflary.  The 
honour  of  our  art,  and  the  moral  characters  of  it's 
profeflbrs,  fufter,  whenever  we  pay  fo  blind  deference 
to  any  one,  as  prevents  us  from  uiing  our  own  judge- 
ment, and  from  declaring  freely,  the  refult  of  our 
enquiries  or  experiments,"— The  juflice  of  this  remark, 
will  not  be  denied  by  any  of  thole  who  take  reafoa 
for  their  guide. 

Noti  rnihi,  fed  rationU 
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